
Chiefs Reject Government Proposal 



by Brian Savage 

A special Chiefs Assembly held in Ottawa has 
overwhelmingly rejected the government’s 
constitutional reform initiatives. 

The proposal, called “Shaping Canada’s Fu¬ 
ture Together,” was rejected due to lack of 
Native input in the document, concern over 
possible derogation of Native rights and its call 
for a self-government which, according to an As¬ 
sembly spokesman “contradicts the principles 
enshrined in the AFN 1987 Composite Amend- 

Resolutions which were passed called for a 
Constitutional Working Group and a First Na¬ 
tions Constitutional Circle of Chiefs to be cre¬ 
ated to work with the on-going constitutional 
parallel process the AFN has initiated. The 
chiefs also approved a resolution to develop an 
Aboriginal Charter of Rights. 

A special Chiefs Assembly will be held in 
Alberta early in the new year. The Alberta chiefs 
will cohost the conference with the AFN and 
focus on treaties and treaty rights in addition to 
inherent rights for self-determination says 
James Morin, Alberta Vice Chief for the AFN. 

“We expect a great representation from a 
number of treaties as well as bands going into 
the treaty process from B.C.” 

Commenting on Joe Clark’s appearance at the 
assembly, Morin said Clark wanted to reassure 
Native leaders “that they (the government) 
want to work with the Aboriginal people of this 
country to make sure they are well-represented 
and have an equal voice at the constitutional 
table. 

“As it was, the chiefs rejected the government’s 
proposals for their own process and want recog¬ 
nition from the government that we’re talking 
nation to nation. They have to take a look at how 
Native people are going to be represented... and 
the government has to recognize that and affirm 
that process.” 

The assembly was also the scene of heated 
debate between Constitutional Affairs Minister 
Joe Clark and chiefs who attacked the minister 
over the use of force by the government and the 
refusal by the government to give distinct 
society status to First Nations. 

Matters came to a head when Chief Gerry 
Pelletier of the Mohawk 
Band at Oka asked if 
the government would 
help Natives if Quebec 
separates. 

“If separation arrives 
we have to deal with 
that within the context 
of Canadian traditions 
and those Canadian tra¬ 
ditions do not invoke 


DAISHOWA BOYCOTT WORKING 


by Dale Stelter 

The Lubicon Lake Indian Nation of northern 
Alberta is waging a nation-wide boycott of 
products of Daishowa paper products, and Dais- 
howa has publicly admitted that it is feeling the 
pressure. 

The boycott is in response to the refusal of 
Daishowa Canada to adhere to a March, 1988, 
agreement between the company and the Lubi¬ 
con. Under that agreement, Daishowa is not to 
log on unceded Lubicon land until a settlement 
of the Lubicon’s land rights dispute is obtained, 
and an agreement is reached regarding Lubicon 
environmental and wildlife concerns. 


Daishowa Canada, a subsidiary of the transna¬ 
tional Daishowa Paper Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany of Japan, has only stated that it will not log 
on disputed land this winter. Last winter, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Daishowa Canada, 
as well as a subcontractor withDaishowa.began 
clear-cutting operations on traditional Lubicon 
land. 

The Lubicon have been involved in a 
50-year-plus land rights dispute, and maintain 
that they have never ceded Aboriginal rights to 
their traditional territory. The Forest Manage¬ 
ment Agreement between Daishowa Canada— 
Continued on page 3 
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During the Holiday Season, more than 
ever our thoughts turn gratefully to those 
who have made our progress possible. And in this spirit, 
we at Alberta Native News, say simply but sincerely, 
THANK YOU and BEST WISHES 
for the Holiday Season and a Happy 1992 




An opening Prayer 

for Christmas /^\ 

Christmas day is often started with a prayer. These prayers are for giving thanks for today and for 
wishingtoexpressachance to see another tomorrow. This isanopeningprayeroften used in theCree community. 

Nohtawenan saweyiminan oma Ka Kesikak 
Our father, bless us this day, 

Ayis Kiyehewtnt pimatisiwin 
For your breath is life, 

Saweyiminan mena ota mamawi Kayayahk 
and Bless us here together, 

Meyinan, muskawisewin mena ayinesewin 
Give us — strength and wisdom, 

Ta natohtamahk menata nahehtamahk 
To listen and to hear, 

Namoya ayiwakeyimowin ta pimitsahamahk 
Not to follow enviousness 
Meyinan asumena ta wapahatamahk 
Give us again to see, 

Sakastewini mena ka nanaskomitinan 
Sunrise and Sunset, 

Hiy hiy ki nanaskomitinan 
Thank you, we are all most thankful, 

Pitane ekosi teyihki 
Hoping that will happen 
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ABORIGINAL PEOPLES COMMISSION BEGINS TOUR 


The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples is conducting an introduc¬ 
tory tour of provincial and territorial capitals. 

The Commission Co-chairs, Georges Erasmus and Rend Dussault, 
expect their series of initial introductory meetings will lay the foundation 
for extensive public hearings to begin next spring. 

“We want the key stakeholders in Canada’s future to know what we are 
all about and who we are,” said Georges Erasmus. “We intend that the 
Premiers and the Aboriginal representatives also give us advance notice 
of important issues which are particular to their regions,” added Rene 
Dussault. 

The Royal Commission was announced by Prime Minister Mulroney on 
August 27,1991. It has a broad and far-reaching mandate to recommend 
solutions for improving the lives of the Aboriginal peoples as well as their 
relationship with non-Aboriginal Canadians. It is expected to complete its 
work within 2 or 3 years. 

The Royal Commission began its tour of informal visits on November 19 
with a trip to the Atlantic provinces. The Commission had split into two 
groups to be able to cover the four capitals more easily and efficiently. All 
seven Commissioners met with Premier Bourassa and Aboriginal repre¬ 
sentatives in Quebec. They were very pleased with the results of the first 
leg of the tour. 

“Our eastern tour, including a stop in Regina, over the last three weeks 
went very well, and we are expecting our reception will be equally 
hospitable in the north,” said Co-chair Georges Erasmus, who leads the 
northern tour. “Our goal is to dialogue only on the process of our work not 
on the substance,” added Co-chair Rend Dussault, head of the Edmonton 
and Winnipeg visits. 

Laying the ground for public hearings expected to start in the spring of 
1992 has proven to be a wise move on the Commission’s part. “Aboriginal 
groups and provincial governments alike have indicated their apprecia¬ 
tion at being consulted from the beginning on our work plans,” said Rdne 


I CAN AFFORD TO BE 
GENEROUS! BESIDES, 
I'LL BE GETTING IT 
ALL BACK COME 



DAISHOWA BOYCOTT 

Continued from Page 1 

which operates a huge bleached kraft 
pulp mill near the town of Peace River— 
and the Alberta government encompasses 
all of the Lubicon’s traditional lands, excluding a proposed reserve. 

The Daishowa boycott is supported by the Assembly of First Nations and 
the National Association of Japanese Canadians, and companies have 
been agreeing to stop buying Daishowa products. 

For example, a representative of Cultures Fresh Food Restaurants 
wrote to the Toronto-based Friends of the Lubicon—which is organizing 
many boycott activities—that “After careful research into the current 
situation in Alberta, Cultures Fresh Food Restaurants has decided to stop 
using Daishowa products.” Cultures operates 61 soup and sandwich style 
restaurants in Canada. 

A buyer/merchandiser with Knechtel Wholesale Grocers wrote that “I 
have had time to read both sides of the problem and I have to side with The 
Friends of the Lubicon.” 

Ho-Lee-Chow Restaurants, which is based in Toronto and has a chain 
of 23 restaurants, wrote that it has “already switched our business to a 
supplier which does not utilize Daishowa Products.” 

The Y.W.C.A. in Toronto was in the process of tendering for paper 
contracts when contacted by the Friends of the Lubicon, and decided not 
to buy Daishowa’s paper. 

If companies continue to use Daishowa products, Friends of the Lubicon 
maintain that they too will be boycotted. 

Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak agreed that many people are 
becoming aware of the Daishowa boycott and are supporting it. “Hope¬ 
fully, more people will understand what is happening to the Lubicon 
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people, and also question why governments are pouring money into these 
types of pulp mills, which are outdated and a hazard to all of society,” he 

Ominayak added that “we certainly appreciate all of the work that the 
Friends of the Lubicon are doing.” 

Meanwhile, international efforts in support of the Lubicon continue. A 
Germany-based group called Big Mountain Aktionsgruppe e.V. reported 
that a mailing action to European support groups was conducted as part 
of the STOP DAISHOWA CAMPAIGN, and that Friends of the Earth 
England and Wales have expressed their wish to join the campaign. 

In Australia, The Wilderness Society has called upon the Australian 
government to “exert international pressure on the environmental and 
social policies of Daishowa Seishi, whose forestry operations have 
prompted a worldwide plea for help from the Lubicon Indian Nation of 
Canada.” 
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sending cards to our customers. 
Instead, we’re making a dona¬ 
tion to the Parks and Recreation 
Wildlife Foundation. They're 
producing a book on Alberta’s 
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Lubicon Chief To Meet With Siddon and Fowler 


Ominayak and band adviser react to Fowler's media attack by Dale steiter 



Chief Bernard Ominayak 

An early February meeting has been set 
up between Lubicon Chief Bernard Omi¬ 
nayak, federal Indian Affairs Minister 
Tom Siddon, and Alberta Native Affairs 
Minister Dick Fowler, to seek a settlement 
of the Lubicon’s decades-long land rights 
dispute. 

On December 2nd, Ominayak 
' ivitation to the meeting j 


meeting in a December 4th letter to Siddon, in 
which he also responded to inaccuracies in 
Siddon’s letter regarding the Lubicon’s 
counter-proposal to the take-it-or-leave-it set¬ 
tlement offer which the federal government put 
forth in early 1989. 

The federal offer would provide the Lubicon 
with up to $45 million, and 246 square kilo¬ 
metres of land. The Lubicon have not accepted 
that offer, and are asking for approximately 
$170 million to go 
, with the land. The 

...the Lubicon people T u _■ , • 

don’t consider things like + mamta “ 
our proposed old peoples’ that thl , s am ° ant 
home, community hall is essential it they 
I combined com- are to build a 
nity shop/vocational self-sufficient 
ining centre to be just community and 
mportant details ensure control 
which we’re prepared to over their own 
—. „ n order that the i iveSj a f ter de- 

” Governme"* «... 

s forever ir 

andpoliticaideimiideMe 0 Pf y . an< ! wa . y of 
Weconsider(these) things > lfe ¥ 0l1 and S as 
to all be essential elements development. 
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■ shattered economy and lation that in call¬ 
way of life—without which ing for the meet- 
there will be no settlement of ing, the federal 
Lubicon land rights.” government is re- 

| —Chief Bernard Ominayak acting to the ef¬ 

fectiveness of the 
Lubicon’s efforts 
to stop Daishowa 


m Canada from logging on their traditional lands 
a "faxed letter from until their land rights dispute is settled. Those 
Siddon— shortly before he began receiving calls efforts include the national boycott of Daishowa 
from reporters about the letter. products (see article page 1). 

Ominayak confirmed his attendance at the On December 5th, Prime Minister Brian Mu- 


lroney and Premier Don Getty met in private in 
Edmonton. In a news conference after their 
meeting, Getty said that he offered advice to 
Mulroney on achieving a settlement with the 
Lubicon. No other details were given. 

The Lubicon are approaching the meeting 
with Siddon and Fowler with caution. In his 
letter to Siddon, Ominayak wrote that “In the 
hope that you and your Provincial counterpart 
are finally serious about achieving a settlement 
of Lubicon land rights—in spite of all that you’ve 
both been doing lately to suggest otherwise—I 
look forward to a meeting with you and Mr. 
Fowler in early February.” 

Ominayak was referring to, for example, the 
broadside delivered at him and Lubicon advisers 
by Fowler. 

The Edmonton Journal reported that in an 
interview with Standard Broadcast News, Fowler 
said that Ominayak and his advisers are to 
blame for blocking settlement of the Lubicon’s 
long-standing land rights dispute, and that the 
Lubicon have been offered a better settlement 
than any other band in Alberta. 

Ominayak responded to Fowler’s remarks by 
saying that “The Alberta and federal govern¬ 
ments have made great efforts to undermine the 
leadership of the Lubicon people. They’re the 
ones who have forced our people into the situ- 

Band adviser Fred Lennarson said that aim¬ 
ing personal attacks at him and at Ominayak 
are an attempt to draw attention away from the 
main issue of settling the Lubicon’s land rights 
dispute. He outright rejected Fowler’s sugges¬ 
tion that the federal government’s settlement 
offer to the Lubicon is better than all others in 
Alberta, pointing out that even Premier Getty 
had some time ago labelled the federal 
government’s offer as deficient. 
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Ottawa Must Respond to Mismanagement Charges 


The Samson Band has charged the federal 
government with mismanagement of $400 mil¬ 
lion worth of oil and gas revenues presently held 
in trust. They are seeking $575 million in 

compensation for lost investment interest. » uulu Blow n. uui uut ne muni ana 
Federal Court of Canada Associate Chief prepared to listen to the arguments on the 1 
Justice James Jerome has ordered the federal T ’ " 

government to reply to the Samson Band claim. 

The government’s quarrel that the claim is too 
involved was rejected by Jerome who has or¬ 
dered the government to respond in two months. 

Another case launched by the Samson Band is 
a petition that the Peace Hills Trust Company, 
which is owned by the band, be given control of Buffalo, 
the $400 million the federal government is pres- ' 


by Brian Savage 


ently holdii _ 

Slated for an initial hearing early next yea: 
the trial itself could last over a year. 
Additionally, the Enoch Band has launched 



“We’ve also filed a motion to put the govem- 
mentinto receivership,” says the chief, who calls 
the lawsuit “very significant, I thought the judge 
would throw it out but he didn’t and he’s 
le arguments on the case.” 

_ with the Enoch band was also impor¬ 
tant. “We made a motion to be an intervenor on 
that lawsuit and again the Crown tried to throw 
us out as intervenors but the judge will listen to 
our arguments.” 

The main problem with the revenue funds was 
the direction the government took with it, says 
Buffalo. 

‘The money goes into consolidated revenue 
funds and that’s classified as public money,” 
says the chief who observes that the same judge so preoccupied with land reserves and trusts 
involved in an earlier lawsuit the inquiries. They’re trying to cover their tracks 
the classifies- and go the legislative route and that’s going to 


STookonati 


$400 million suit alleging breach-of-trust by the tion of funds. “It’s not public money, it’s private take a long time, ii 


government and is also requesting control of oil 
and gas revenues. 

A central issue for the bands is that the _ s , 

government placed the monies earned by the oil consolidated revenue funds ar 


and he (Jerome) was the presiding Native dissatisfaction is just one symptom 
judge at the time. that has gripped the entire country, says the 

“What these people are saying is that the Samson Band leader. 

- , • -- r - Jnsolidated revenue funds are put in a separate “There’s a mood for an election and it’s all 

and gas revenue into a general fund to be spent account but there is no money, just a $400 related. It’s not a government priority to deal 

as the government saw fit. Potential money for million deficit. It’s a separate book entry so that with Native issues, the big concern is the 

the Native bands would not have been lost if the every time the government wants to give us our Constitution.” 

money for budget purposes they have to borrow This is also seen in such areas as Native 
money and that’s why they can’t give us the education funding and concerns over financial 
™ ” ’ go out on the market and cutbacks. 


funds had been managed differently, such as 

private pension schemes. „____ 

1 three counts,” declares Samson money. They’d have 


Chief Victor Buffalo. Even after the judge borrow $400 million. 


ordered the government to file a statement of 

claim, says Buffalo, the government “tried to ___ 

break up the statement of claim because they this. He’s helped MPs 
said it was such a wide range of claims, like the ' ” 

nanagement of monies, the loss of money due to 


“It’s basically what they’ve been doing all 


poor management and the oil and gas lease from 


‘People don’t understand that, but Judge along; people think they’re putting out a lot of 
Jerome, a former speaker of the House, knows money but they’re cutting back on the existing 
1 v„i j mu their budget intrica- programs and putting them in one pool.” Ironi- 

cally, says Buffalo, alot ofthe money is Native in 
Buffalo feels that the present lawsuit stems the first place. 


systems and their management.” 

The government has appealed the judge’s _ 

ruling says Buffalo but notes that legal actions these 
are continuing on a wide number of fronts based 
against the federal government. 


n British Columbia. 


He v 


s the government actions and a 


“The whole thing stems from the Musqueam tudes to be “obstructing” in nature. “There’s : 
B.C. and the West Bank inquiry. All need for it. On one hand they tell us self- 
ies are related. Our arguments are government and that they’re doing all these 
oaseu on the Sparrow case and the Charter of wonderful things,” he says, but on the other 
Rights and that’s why they (the government) are hand they block all efforts. 
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Metis Co-ops Want More by Brian Savage 

A group of Natives and Metis numbering communities will be allowed, 
about 300 living in six co-ops around Grande Still, the ID 16 councillor is confident the 
Cache have complained they are being ignored situation of the co-ops will be adddressed 
by the provincial government and want their “shortly,” blaming their current problems on 
conditions improved. signing an agreement at the wrong time, when it 

John Zumilis, executive assistant to Solicitor “wasn’t fashionable.” She explains that after 
General and Minister of Native Affairs, Richard years of fruitless negotiations, “things were 
Fowler, says the matter “is under very active coming along and then the government changed 
consideration” by the minister who is “seeking and it was like starting over at square one.” 
further input and giving more thoughts to the Solicitor General Fowler told the Edmonton 
challenges faced by the co-ops.” Journal the co-op situation “appears ludicrous 

The challenges are many, according to as hell. It appears they didn’t get a lot of 
Improvement District councillor Roxanne thought.” 

Delorme, who points out that the 1973 agreement Originally located in the Jasper National park, 

was signed “as a desparate attempt to hang onto the Natives were removed to locations around 
something; but a lot of things originally Grand Cache at the turn of the century and since 
negotiated got lost in the shuffle and need to be the 1930s tried in vain to get recognition of their 
revisited.” land claims which included various areas 

A major problem for the people who consider developed for coal mining, 
themselves “Rocky Mountain people,” according The co-ops received less than 7 hectares of land 

to Delorme, was the structure they were forced compared to the 100 hectares per person in the 
to accept. Metis settlements and with no taxation powers 

“They were put in a position ofkeeping up a co- have fallen behind in tax payments, 
op system and it was very different and not Unemployment is also a major problem, 
understood... it’s a foreign system,” complains 
Delorme. “A lot of people here feel why do we 
have to have a system, why can’t we just live 
here?” 

Delorme acknowledges that some “local 
governing body” is needed, but the co-op system 
is too confining. 

“Taxes have been a real problem, there’s no 
way to generate revenue from land taxes and our 
hunting and fishing rights were withdrawn in 
the early ‘80s. We’re not really sure what their 
justification was and this is something that has 
to be addressed.” 

Delorme calls the agreement between the 
Getty government and the Metis settlements 
“quite a precedent,” and is envious of the 
economic development that the other 


Chiefs Reject 

Continued from Page 1 



the use of force,” said Clark, to a series of boos 
which startled the government minister. When 
reminded of the government’s use of force at 
Oka, Clark replied, “Unquestionably force has 
been used... but I certainly won’t slip into a false 
interpretation of Canadian history as one that precise meaning of the word. It is used some- 
validates the use of force.” times as a basis for a claim to international 

Clark went to the meeting to discuss Native sovereignty,” declared Clark, 
determination that self-government is inher- “The government may respond to something, 
ent. “Our reluctance to use the term inherent is more tangible and concrete after the AFN 
based primarily on concerns we have about the parallel process is concrete,” suggests Morin. 
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bar, and that he isn’t 
anti-British or disrespectful 
of the Queen, but sees himself 
as the Queen’s ally and not 
her subject. Doxtdator’s 
speech sparked a one-hour 


Munro Cleared of All Corruption Charges 

John Munro, a former federal Liberal minister of Indian Affairs, has i 
been cleared of all corruption charges laid against him. The charges 
stemmed from Munro’s failed 1984 bid for the leadership of the federal 
Liberal party. According to Southam News, the key allegations of the 
Crown were that Munro improperly arranged a grant of $1.5 million 
to the Assembly of First Nations, so part of that money could 
eventually be put back into his leadership campaign. The charges 
against six other people, including some prominent Native leaders, 
were also dismissed. 

Judge Jack Nadelle, of the Ontario Court Provincial division, 
dismissed the 34 charges against Munro, for lack of evidence. The 
charges were dismissed after the last witness for the Crown had been 
called, and it was not necessary for Munro, who was charged in 1989, 
to present a defence. 

Bourassa Sees New Era 

in Relations Between Quebec and Natives 

After meeting in early November with Assembly of First Nations 
Chief Ovide Mercredi, Quebec Premier Robert Bourassa predicted the 
beginning of a new era in relations between his province and 
Aboriginal people. The meeting was also attended by 27 other chiefs, 
who were mostly from Quebec. According to the Canadian Press, 
Mercredi stated that while the constitutional issue was discussed, the 
main objective of the chiefs was to extend an invitation to Bourassa to 
attend an AFN meeting on Aboriginal rights. That meeting will be held 
in the spring, and other premiers will be invited. 

Allegiance to Queen Oath 
No Longer Mandatory 

A speech by Iroquois lawyer Darrell Doxtdator helped gain agree¬ 
ment from governors of the Law Society of Upper Canada that when 
called to the bar, members no longer have to swear allegiance to the 
Queen. The Canadian Press reports that Doxtdator told the society’s 
annual meeting that he refused to swear the oath when called to the 



Poll Shows 
Canadians Support 
Native Rights 

A federal poll conducted in 
June by Angus Reid suggests 
that Canadians are suppor¬ 
tive of Native rights, recogni¬ 
tion, and redress. The Cana¬ 
dian Press reports that the poll, which was obtained under the Access 
to Information Act, and involved 1,500 interviews conducted 
nation-wide, indicated the following: eight out of ten of those surveyed 
supported recognizing Native people in the Constitution as Canada’s 
founding people, and six out of ten supported Native people as distinct 
societies (the federal government rejects both proposals); two-tbirds 
said that Native self-government should involve provincial powers, 
and much more of these powers than existing governments presently 
appear willing to approve; three-quarters supported a guaranteed 
number of seats in parliament for Natives; almost half said the 
Canadian government should continue to provide financial support for 
Natives even after achievement of self-government. 

Ottawa Will Not Fund Columbus Celebrations 

According to a spokesperson for the Secretary of State department, 
the Canadian government has decided that funding celebrations of the 
500th anniversary of Columbus’ arrival would be “inappropriate.” 
Native groups in North and South America have said that such 
celebrations will glorify the destruction rendered upon Aboriginal 
peoples. Southam News reports that despite a federally-funded report 
recommending an investment of $9 million, there is, as far as the 
Secretary of State spokesperson knows, no federal government 
funding for the 1992 celebrations. Another government official indi¬ 
cated that any Canadian involvement will be combined into celebra¬ 
tions of Canada’s 125th birthday, which also occurs in 1992. 
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A Blessed Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year 
to all our Brothers and 
Sisters across the land 
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Chief Cameron Kinequon 
Band Administrator: Lorraine Kinequon 
Council and Band Members 
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PENTICTON BAND DEMANDS ROAD ACCESS 


The Penticton Indian Band is calling on the 
B.C. government to fulfill its 42-year old prom¬ 
ise and obligation to provide adequate and 
proper access to reserve lands that were alien¬ 
ated due to the construction of the Okanagan 
River Channel. 

Elders of the Penticton Indian Band, along 
with band council members and Okanagan 
River Channel landowners, recently met with 
representatives of the B.C. government and an 
alderman from the City of Penticton. 

The Penticton band registered its firm com¬ 
mitment to support the Okanagan River Chan¬ 
nel landowners in their attempt to secure a 
commercial-grade access road to their land 
holdings adjacent to the Channel. 

The provincial government representatives 
stated that the political will exists to resolve the 
long-standing issue. They also stated that they 
would require time to assemble the relevent 
facts and information necessary for Andrew 
Petter, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, to render 
the decisions required to authorize the construc¬ 
tion of the requested access road. 


It was decided that designated officials from 
the Penticton Indian Band will work with 
officials from the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 
to prepare the necessary presentations to Petter 
and his caucus colleagues. MLA Beattie offered 
his commitment to work toward the resolution of 


the is 


also agreed that December 9 would be 
the date on which Minister Petter would an¬ 
nounce his decision and commitment to contsruct 
the access road. 

In the interim, fences erected by the Penticton 
Indian Band along the Okanagan River Channel 
would stay in place, but as a demonstration of 
good faith on the part of the landowners, the 
fences would be modified to allow passage of 
cyclists, joggers, and pedestrians. The fences 
would be subject to regular inspections by the 
Penticton Indian band,andinthee vent that the 
fences were tampered with, a staffed barricade 
would be re-instated. 

The band has also stated that if the provincial 
government on December 9th chooses to ignore 
its long-standing commitment to provide ade- 
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quate access to the reserve lands adjacent to the 
Channel, the band shall undertake additional 
measures to pressure the government to fulfill 
its obligations. 

Band representatives felt, however, that the 
meeting represented an encouraging start to¬ 
wards the resolution of this long-standing issue. 

Government and city council representatives 
present at the meeting were Tony Sheridan, 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, 
Gordon Hanson, special advisor to the Ministry 
of Aboriginal Affairs, Jim Beattie, MLA for 
Okanagan-Penticton, and city Alderman Dave 


Dene Nation 
Supports AFN 
Constitutional 
Position 


Dene Nation representatives including 
National Chief Bill Erasmus, National 
Vice-ChiefNorth Slave Alexis Arrowmaker, 
Chief Eddy Erasmus, Chief Darrell Beau¬ 
lieu and Cb' ~ 


Assembly of First Nations meetings held in 
Ottawa recently. 

“The Special Chiefs Assembly on the Con¬ 
stitution was a very significant meeting for 
First Nations. We set our own priorities 
rather than attempting to fit into other 
processes,” stated Dene National Chief Bill 
Erasmus. 

Several important motions were passed at 
the Assembly including one fully endorsing 
the Assembly of First Nations parallel proc¬ 
ess. The federal government’s initiative 
“Shaping Canada’s Future Together” was 
rejected; however, a special First Nations 
working group will be established to draft a 
First Nations Charter of Rights. A National 
Treaty Conference is also to be held in 
Alberta early in the new year. 

“We anticipate further involvement in the 
parallel process and the First Nations char¬ 
ter of rights. We may also choose to partici¬ 
pate in some manner in the federal 
government’s process. These initiatives will 
assist the Dene in achieving 
self-determination in Denendeh,” stated 
Chief Erasmus. 
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Bigstone Band Unites in Pursuing 
Land Base for Isolated Communities 


Representatives of the membership of the 
Bigstone Band of northern Alberta recently held 
a historic meeting, and joined forces in pursuing 
a land base for band members living in isolated 
communities. A document entitled the “Bigstone 
Band Intercommunity Protocol” was signed at 
the meeting. 

The Bigstone Band entered into Treaty 8 at 
Wabasca in 1899, under the leadership of Chief 
Bigstone. Since 1913, the band has been endeavo- 


LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor: 

The Alberta Round Table on Environment and 
Economy, which was appointed in May, 1990, 
has finally presented a report of their first 18 
months’ deliberations. I applaud their effort to 
develop a vision and principles. 

What we desperately require now (sooner than 
now) is a plan for action to guide us in “what we 
will do, what we will invent,” and ‘break-through 
thinking,” to use words from the Round Table 
Report. There must be a sense of urgency if we 
are to preserve the biological diversity of our 
natural heritage before unique habitats are 
degraded by human activity. We know that 
“there are consumption limits to the earth’s 
resources,” yet have not yet received any detailed 
plan for stimulating the development of 
renewable energy resources and conserving 
fossil fuels so that future generations can also 
benefit from them. We know that we should be 
“stewards of our environment” but have been 
given no directives for preventing the loss of 
prime agricultural land to uban development. 
We are aware that “we should foster a healthy 
human existence by ensuring the quality of the 
environment” but have been given no proposals 
to terminate the contamination of our rivers by 
industrial, municipal and agricultural effluent. 

It is to be hoped that having found common 
ground in their joint vision and principles, the 
Round Table will be able to speed ahead with 
their program and put forward practical steps to 
ensure a sustainable future for Alberta. 

It is also to be hoped that government will 
listen to what they have to say. There has been 
enough talking. We need action. 

Yours truly. 

Grant Mitchell, MLA 
Liberal Environment Critic 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Wishing you a happy, healthy and safe 
Holiday Season, from 
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ring to secure for its membership the lands to 
which it was entitled under Treaty 8. 

Although a number of separate reserves exist, 


mainly in the Wabasca area, many band mem¬ 
bers currently reside in widely scattered and 
isolated communities, such as Trout Lake, Peer¬ 
less Lake, Chipewyan Lake, and Calling Lake. 
These isolated communities have for a long time 
been seeking to secure a land base. 

Therefore, in conjunction with the claim being 
advanced by the Bigstone Band, the isolated 
communities have indicated their support for 
the leadership of the band in pursuing a Treaty 
Land Entitlement Claim, which is presently 
filed with the Office of Native Claims, under the 
Specific Claims Procedure provided by the 
Canadian Government. 

The Bigstone Band Intercommunity Protocol 
reads, in part, that it is resolved that “the 
legitimate right to have appropriate reserve 
lands set aside for each of the communities be 
essential, as well as the necessary resources to 
ensure that the Bigstone Band and its communi¬ 
ties can sustain themselves and become self- 
sufficient in the future.” 


When Canadians 
work together we can 
take on the world and win. 



To succeed in today's world, 
Canadians must be able to compete 
because our jobs directly depend 
upon it. Our competitive edge will 
secure the prosperity.- l £ — 


Canada 




































December, 1991 Alberta Native News 


Please Recycle This PaperVI WAITING FOR A GOVERNMENT 

RESPONSE by Brian Savage 




PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION 
2A-47A AVENUE, 

WETASKIWIN, AB 352-8270 


COTE DENT WRIGHT 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


On Tuesday's 
High Prairie 

523-4618 


S3 

CHRISTENSEN SALMON 


FUNERAL HOME 

327 - 10 Street South, 

Lethbridge, Alberta T1J 2M7 
Tel: (403) 329-1888 Fax: (403) 329-6598 
Ralph Zentner, Manager 


[ li/e- uish yea peace and jap, at Christmas ; and is the Nut & 


th MB ®(F fossth ®@fetogj 


Wishing You A Happy. Healthy & Safe 
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Executive Director of the First Nation’s Con- have to be given a period of time to “get in place” 
gress of B.C., Kathryn Tenesse, is cautious in before dealing with provincial issues, 
her asessment of the elction of Mike Harcourt “The best we could hope for,” says Tenesse, 
and his New Democrats. “would be a positive response to the Report and 

“He’s indicated that he wants to move quickly hopefully look to quick adoption and implemen- 
with the report of the B.C. Land Claims Task tation of its recommendations.” 

Force and get on with activities in that area, but However, Tenesse admits that she is not sure 
he hasn’t really said anything specifically as the NDP would be prepared “to adopt it carte 


blanche.” At the 


s, she strongly doubts 


! in the c: 


thing Native rep¬ 
resentatives wel¬ 
comed, according 
to Tenesse, on the 
belief that Native 


ger than election 


“Regardless of 
the party in power, 

mains unchanged. 
We have articu¬ 
lated those posi¬ 
tions and they will 

until such time we 
get some sort of 
resolution on the 
issues we’ve 
brought forward. 
Certainly the idea 
of having them 
added to some¬ 
one’s party plat¬ 
form was not 
something we saw 


because at this 
point we want to 
have it as part of a 
public debate.” 

The time has 
come, says Ten- 
fora response 



from the governments of Canada and the prov¬ 
ince on the issues Natives have presented to 

“Until such time as we get such responses, we 
won’t be going the next step, to determine 
alternative action to the discussions we’ve initi¬ 
ated.” 

The Tri-Partite Report, tabled by the former 
Social Credit government on June 28, is a key 
factor in the talks between Native groups and 
the administration. 

“We’re still waiting for an answer,” observes 
Tenesse, who acknowledges that the NDP will 


that the NDP would w 


rt negotiations 


“We’ve had negotiations with the NDP prior to 
the onset of the Tri-Partite exercise and we have 
a letter on record from Mr. Harcourt that he 
supports it as the way to go. From here on in we 
don’t want to be looking at reinventing the 
wheel,” declares Tenesse, who feels that the long 
delay in response to the Report can also be attrib¬ 
uted to both levels of government, the federal 
and provincial, being unwilling to make the first 
step, and the Social Credit government “put eve¬ 
rything on hold” as the provincial election ap¬ 
proached. 


Wishing the many blessings of the se< 
to all our friends and patrons 
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INCREASING NATIVE 
PARTICIPATION IN FORESTRY 


by James Martin 
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The Task Force on Native Forestry is offering 
a number of strategies to facilitate greater 
involvement of Native people in the forest 
industry. 

The 80-page document contains 20 recom¬ 
mendations which will assist government and 
industry to develop workable strategies for 
increasing Native participation in the forest 
sector. They address the issues of forest tenure, 
education and training, silviculture, economic 
development, integrated resource management, 
co-operative management and funding. 

The report, titled “Native Forestry in British 
Columbia: A New Approach,” also proposes 
setting up a First Nations Forestry Council to 
facilitate the implementation of the recommen¬ 
dations and continue and strengthen communi¬ 
cation between First Nations, the government 
and the forest industry on forestry issues. 

“The forests are a key to Native economic 
self-sufficiency in B.C.,” said Harold Derickson, 
President of the Intertribal Forestry Associa¬ 
tion of B.C. (I.F.A.B.C.) and Task Force Chair- 

“Greater involvement in the forest sector will 
allow Native people to control their destiny,” he 
said. “The I.F.A.B.C. is committed to work with 
government, the forest industry and the people 
of British Columbia to ensure this happens.” 

The seven-member Task Force was estab¬ 
lished in September 1990 by the Ministry of 
Forests, the Ministry of Native Affairs and the 


I.F.A.B.C. Its mandate was to recommend ways 
to increase Native participation in the forest 

The report is based on 94 presentations and 
written submissions during extensive hearings 
around the province. 

In an interview with Western Native News 
Task Force member Peter Levy, manager of 
Native Affairs at the Ministry of Forests ex¬ 
plained that the presentations were by invita¬ 
tion only and were not “publicly advertised.” He 
said that they concentrated on forest industries 
and Native bands and had “fairly good Native 
representation overall.” 

According to Levy, although it was the Social 
Credit government who agreed to establish 
Native Forestry in B.C. one year ago, the New 
Democrats “view this as a very important area 
and will take the report seriously and respond at 
the earliest opportunity.” 

The report is now in the process of being 
mailed out to every tribal council, band and 
forest company in the province, says Levy, who 
calls the report a significant indication that both 
government and Natives are “interested in 
pursuing this opportunity.” 

“It’s a real challenge for the three parties, the 
provincial government, the First Nations and 
the forest industry to work together in the short 
term to deal with the real issues right now and 
participate hopefully to some extent in the 
resolution of the land claims.” 
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“The spirit of Christmas atuC its 
traditional welcoming of friends and 
family as elders tell stories in front of 
the Christmas tree still flourishes 
among the “Native communities of 
today. 


We hope this Christmas Season will be 
a happy one for you and your family, 
and we wish you a successful, 
prosperous and healthy 1992. 


fron 


Chief Simon Threefingers 

And Councillors: 


Henry Raine 
Donna Twins 
Winnifred Bull 
Larry Bull 

Stanley Deschamps 
Herman Roasting 
Geo. Deschamps 
Jonathan Bull 



Louis Bull 
T ribal Administration 

and Band Members 


(403)585-3978 

FAX (403)585-3799 

Edmonton Direct Line: 423-2064 


Box 130, Hobbema, Alberta TOC 1N0 
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NORWAY HOUSE 
INDIAN BAND 


Band Office: 

Norway House, Manitoba ROB 1B0 
(204) 359-6721 FAX: (204) 359-6080 
Winnipeg Office: 

306 - 280 St. Mary Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0M6 
(204) 934-9167 


Chief & Councillors - 359-6786 
Band Administration Office - 359-6721 
Health and Social Services Office - 359-6704 


Season's Greetings to all 
our Brothers and Sisters 
across the land 


mM 


Councillor. 

Councillor. 

.Betsy Apetagon 

.Joe Paupanekis 

Councillor. 

Councillor. 

.Vikki Apetagon 

.Charlie Balfour 

Councillor. 

.Fred Muskago 

Executive Assistant to Chief & Council. 

.Alpheus Wilson 

.Ralph Hart 

Director of Finance/Personnel. 

Director of Policy/Land. 

Band Management. 

.Wilfred Apetagon 

.Leonard Mckay 

.Morris A. Scatch 

Public Works Management. 

Planning & Economic 

Development Management. 

Health and Social Services Management. 

.Allan Wilson 

.Grant Queskekapow 



SASKATOON DISTRICT 
TRIBAL COUNCIL 


Head Office 
401 Packham Place 

Saskatoon, _ 

Saskatchewan Saskatchewan 

S7N 2T7 S7L 6H8 

Phone: (306) 956-6100 Phone: (306) 956-6100 
Fax: (306) 373-2153 Fax: (306) 244-7273 


Post-Secondary Counselling Centre 
248-3rd Avenue South, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7K 1L9 
Phone: (306) 956-6130 Fax: (306) 244-1097 


Wishing Everyone 
a Blessed Christinas 
and a 

Happy and Peaceful New Year 



Saskatoon District Tribal Council 
Chiefs and Staff 
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Respecting Elders 


The Kikino Interviews: 

"So How Old 
is the Average Elder? 



by Peter Cole 

“So how old is the average elder?” She looked 
at me with serene amusement and said that 
elders are of no mean age. They are asoldasthey 

That made sense, I guess. “But there 
must be a point at which you can be sure 
you’ve reached elder status.” 

Again, the look. This time I didn’t 
fill in her brief silence, gave her time 
to respond. “You don’t get a certifi¬ 
cate. Nobody tells you it’s okay to 
write ‘elder’ on your resume o 
on your passport. It’s not just a 
case of having lived a certain 
number of years.’ 

That really puzzled me. - 
“Well, how do you know if ' 
you’ve reached that stage 
or not?" 

"You don’t.’ I urged her to 
continue. ‘Other people 
might know, but you can 
never be sure about your 
self, whether you’re an 
elder or not. You can’t go around 
proclaiming yourself to be one.’ 

“Are you saying that somebody can 
reach this state and not know it?” 

‘I’m not saying that. I’m saying what I just 
aid.’ 

“Okay, but can you know if you’re not one?” 
“You’d probably have to be an elder to be able 
to answer that. Or to understand the answer.’ 

Whew. Now I felt I was getting somewhere. All 
right. Next question on deck. “Can you inherit it? 
The title.” 

‘Some people are bom old, if that’s what you 

Now what is that supposed to mean. Is that an 
nswer? Bom old? “Do you know any elders? 
lesides yourself, that is?” 

‘I know some, sure, but, again, I don’t call 
lyself one.’ She poured me some more mint tea. 
filed. Kept working on some kind of bark 


roject. 

“I don’t know what else to ask. Can you think 
f anything you’d like to say?” 

An uncomfortable silence. ‘All you get from 
nswers is more questions. And more answers. 


You might as well sit back and enjoy your tea.’ 

I sat back and closed my eyes and felt momen¬ 
tarily relaxed. Then questions started rushing 
through my mind. I burst back into journalistic 
consciousness, ready to harvest more wis- 
_i. But she’d left. The sun was almost 
lown. On leaving, Elsa had put a 
blanket across my shoulders. A coolish 
breeze was drifting in from the lake. 
Eerie bird sounds were coming from 
somewhere in the twilight. Loons 
maybe. Or owls. 

‘Red crested loon.’ She was 
back. Where’d she come from? 
There was just the horizon all 
around us — nowhere to ar¬ 
rive from without being seen. 
“I must have drifted off.” 
‘It’s the tea. Makes you 
sleepy if you’re not used to 
/<; it. A lot of city folks can’t 
i' handle straight water— 

'•<! without additives.’ 

1 I’d always thought 
’ t fresh air and country 

water were supposed 
to make you more 
r awake. 

“Not if you’re not used 
to it." 

Mind reader. She must be reading my,body 
language. I looked at my body and didn’t see 
much that seemed immediately translatable. 
Brief pause. My mind had drifted back into the 
interview mode of functioning. Question formu¬ 
lation. Facilitating interviewee response. En¬ 
couraging progressive feedback through echo¬ 
ing. How do you echo silence? ‘Elsa, what’s that 
you’re doing?’ 

“Moosehair tufting.” 

What’s that supposed to mean? ‘Looks like 
you’re making a container out of bark or some¬ 
thing.’ End of that line of questioning. ‘I hear 
elders are supposed to be environmentally con¬ 
scious.’ That was a good tack. 

She kept tufting and sipping her tea, occasion¬ 
ally cutting something that looked like bits of 



Continued on Page 22 
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May the peace and joy 
of this special season be 
yours throughout the 
year to come 
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Community of SMMations 
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Chief 'William Montour 
and Council 
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At this time of rebirth and promise, we extend our 
Best Wishes to all Canada’s First Nations 
for a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

CHIEF HAROLD TURNER 
COUNCILLORS AND MEMBERS 


Gland Rapids Yiist Mion 



Grand Rapids, Manitoba ROC 1E0 



































14 


December, 1991 Alberta Native News 


CUistmas Qt40W/jj, 

Q/ieetings 



Make Onoway your 
Lac Ste. Anne Pilgrimage, just 10 

Onoway appreciates your patronage. 



May Peace be yours at Christmas 
and through the New Year 


TOWN OF 
PINCHER CREEK 


May the Creator bless 
you at Christmas and 
lead us in pathways 
of peace, justice and 
equality in the year 





Chief Billy Diamond 
Band Councillors 
and Members 


WASKAGANISH 

BAND 


P. O. Box 60, 
Waskaganish, P. Q. 


THOSE WHO KNOW: 

Profiles of Alberta's Native Elders 


by Dianne Meili 
NeWest Press; October, 1991 268 pp $ 16.95 
Quality paperback with photos 
Reviewed by Peter Cole 

Dianne Meili writes a very sensitive introduc¬ 
tion to Those Who Know in which she describes 
how her own spiritual journey toward awaken¬ 
ing led to the writing of this book, which in turn 
further opened her inner senses. 

Meili acts as author, oral archivist, cultural 
facilitator, and contextuary. During the 
year-and-a-half which she spent travelling to 
reserves all over the province visiting elders, she 
found herself more and more in touch with her 
intuitive nature. Besides relating the stories 
which thirty-one elders 
shared with her, the au¬ 
thor also provides anec- ,- 

dotes and insights which 
illustrate her own concur¬ 
rent voyage of discovery. 

Many of the elders whose ! 

stories we encounter on 
the pages and between the 
lines of this chronicle were 
born near the beginning of 
this century, so they have 
lived long and seen a lot of 
changes. They tell of their , 
younger days in the bush, 
of their time done in mission schools, their home¬ 
sickness, punishments exacted for speaking 
their own language. We learn of the strict 
standards of the church-run schools and the 
intolerant attitudes of the priests and , nuns 
toward Native culture and beliefs, and their lack 
of understanding of the values which Native 
people inculcate in their children. 

To survive, these people had to be innovative. 
You didn’t have a choice. You reacted appropri¬ 
ately to the situation or you became absorbed 
into the environment. You healed yourself with 
Nature’s medicines or you suffered. Or died. 

Alcohol has not been a stranger in the lives of 
elders. Some fought alcohol addiction and came 
through mended or at least patched up enough to 
be able to give sobriety another try. They know 
first-hand how devastating and irreversible the 
effects of alcohol, drug, and pharmaceutical 
addiction can be: substance abuse, self abuse, 
other abuse — dysfunctionalism. Pulling your 
loved ones down with you, providing them with 
the pattern for imitative disharmony. Many 
elders lost those close to them through disease 
and mishap, but many more witnessed friend 
and family sink into the contents of bottles and 
capsules. 




Dianne Meili 


All of the elders expressed great 
concerns about Native youth: their 
substance abuse, violence (often 
self-directed), school drop-out rate, 
their anomie, aimlessness, and their lack of 
direction and guidance. 

Meili tells us of the Sundances, Tea Dances, 
Ancestor Dances, Sacred-Bundle Transfers, Pow 
Wows, and Sweatlodges which she attended or 
witnessed. She speaks of the sacredness of 
everyday life, the rewards of prayerful exis¬ 
tence, the need for reflectiveness, the benefits of 
listening to the counsel of Nature, and the 
serenity of thoughtful attendance. We learn 
about the transformation of her youthful ambi¬ 
tion and career-centredness to a life drawn 
toward the spirit, a life in which emotion is the 
song and body is the language. We see Meili on 
a quest for guidance and knowledge and trust, 
not just for herself but for those whose only 
chance to meet an elder will come in reading the 
pages of her book. The quest happens and 
succeeds almost despite her original intention of 
encoding wisdom in contexted words and si¬ 
lences drawn from those whom she interviewed. 

The book reads like a seeker’s journal, a 
personal account of the spiritual journey each of 
us has to eventually make. The author shares 
with us revelations and anecdotes from the 


Continued on Page 15 


THE VEELOMIFET BAND 



wishes 

a Blessed Christmas 
filled with 
Joy and Peace 
to our Native 
Brothers and Sisters 
Across Canada 


Box 2514 , Yellowknife, NMT. XIA 2P8 



Chief Raphael Fobister 
Assistant Executive Director Arnold Pelly 
Councillors: Thomas Payash • Christine Strong 
Larry Keewatin • Moses Land * John Fobister 
Roy Assin • Robert Williamson 
Band Administrator Alex A. Rankin 
and people of the 


GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 
General Delivery, Grassy Narrows • Ontario POX 1B0 
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Sarah Simon to Receive 
Order of Canada 

Sarah Simon, one of Fort McPherson’s most 
respected elders, was awarded the Order of 
Canada for outstanding public service in Fort 
McPherson. 

Simon, with the help of her late husband. 

Reverend James Simon, dedicated their lives to 
helping others. The people of Fort McPherson 
joined the Gwich’in in recognizing her achieve¬ 
ments with a feast and celebration in the 
traditional style. 

Over her 90 years, Mrs. Simon has been very 
active in the community through church and 
health services. 

Before the establishment of a nursing station, 
she delivered 86 babies as midwife of the 
community. In 1928, both Mrs. Simon and her 
husband helped care for people who had been 
affected by a flu epidemic that hit the area. 

During her work with the Church, she served 
as choirmaster, organist, Bible lesson reader, 
interpreter, Sunday school teacher, confirma¬ 
tion class teacher, President of the Women’s 
Auxiliary, treaty rations distributor and concert 
organizer. 

Mrs. Simon has also been very active in 
promoting literacy, helping to teach adults to 
read and translating for the Chief, nurses, 
visiting doctors, politicians and treaty parties. 

She also played a significant role in the 
preservation of the Loucheux language, convinc¬ 
ing the Canadian Bible Society to reprint the 
Loucheux Bible and encouraging younger people 
to cherish and use their language. 

In recognition of her dedication to the commu¬ 
nity and the church, Mrs. Simon has previously 



Season's greetings from the V 

Mayor, Council 
and Town Staff 

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 
BOX 300, GRANDE CACHE, ALBERTA TOE 0Y~ 
TELEPHONE: 827-3362 FAX: (- 


Cfiippe-zuas of 
Saugeen 

Season s greetings 
from 

Chief Richard Kahgee 
Band Councillors and Band Members 


(519) 797-2218 • 797-2983 



received both the Commissioner’s and Governor 
General’s awards, a life membership in the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Anglican Church and 
honors from the World Council of Churches. 


THOSE WHO KNOW 



elders she encounters, these extraordinary yet 
ordinary people, people who have learned the 
secrets of heiing and personal growth, people 
who help others by sharing their acquired, 
constructed and found truths. 

Meili relegates her own style, for the most 


part, to the backseat, allowing the words of the 
elders to carry the narrative. When she frees her 
own creative voice from time to time, she leaves 
you with a desire for more authorial interven¬ 
tion. You want to hear more of her own words, her 
own thoughts and feelings. Then you realize that 
Meili’s respect for her subject gives her a kind of 
greater freedom than she might get through 
creatively manipulating their words. It’s not that 
she is teasing the reader with her occasional 
metaphorical, analogical, and descriptive flights. 
Rather, she is showing that the youthful exuber¬ 
ance which underlies the vehicle of content is a 
form of truth, a kind of yearning of images and 
echoes for the waves that connect them to their 
origins, as well as a yearning for the origins, 
themselves. 

This book would be an excellent resource for 
Native Studies curricula in secondary and 
post-secondary schools or in Comparative Lit¬ 
erature courses dealing with the Oral Tradition. 
Those Who Know is a tribute to the elders and 
to Dianne Meili. 


May this Season of Rebirth and Renewal 
Bring Fresh Wisdom and Sanity 
to the Leaders of the World 

INDIAN BIRCH BAND 


Birch River, Manitoba ROL 0E0 

(204) 236-4201 



IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 EAST 

SLAVE LAKE 849-7130 


l— 


MUSKEG LAKE 
BAND No. 102 


May the peace of Christmas be yours 
and the New Year bring you the gifts of 
health and prosperity 


BOX 248, MARCELIN, SASKATCHEWAN SOJ IRQ 



Wishing you peace and joy at 
Christmas and In the year to come 


DRIFTPILE BAND COUNCIL 

STAFF and MEMBERS 


(403) 355-3868 
Fax: (403) 355-3650 


DRIFTPILE BAND #450, GENERAL DELIVERY 
DRIFTPILE, ALBERTA TOG OVO 































The Moon of Wintertime 


December, 1991 Alberta Native News 


by Peter Cole 


May the Great Spirit guide your 
footsteps in pathways of peace and 
prosperity in 
the year to come 

from 





%eeivatin ‘TribaC Councit 

ROOM 102-83 CHURCHILL DRIVE 
THOMPSON, MANITOBA R8N 0L6 

(204) 677-2341 


• FOX LAKE BAND • GOD'S RIVER BAND 

• NORTHLANDS BAND • WAR LAKE BAND 

Joe L Michel Sarah Campbell Loretta Dohon 

Sharon McKay RubyBeardy .* 


• SPLIT LAKE BAND ■ BARREN LANDS BAND 

• GOD'S LAKE BAND • SHAMATTAWA BAND 

Lc ilta Hewlett Terry Doucet Yvette Bland 


The old ones feel the cold. They don’t m 
so fast now, so they really have to bundle 
up more to keep warm. Forty below 
when you’re eighty—five isn’t the 
t when you’re young and 




e fast. 



TOWN 

OP 

PEACE 

RIVER 


P.O. Box 6600, 

Peace River, Alberta T8S 1S4 

TELEPHONE: (403) 624-2574 
FAX: (403) 624-4664 


Elsa just turned eighty- 
five last month. But she 
still gets around pretty 
good. She’s always busy. 

Doesn’t have much time 
for reading. Good thing, 
because she doesn’t 
read. Well, she hasn’t 
done much of it for 
fifty or sixty years. 

But she talks about 
how important educa¬ 
tion is for today’s 
young people. “If they 
can’t read and write, 
they might as well five 
in the bush because 
they’re not going to make 
it anywhere else. When 1 
was a girl, school was some¬ 
thing you had to do because 

the government came and took __ 

you away from your family and 
put you in those residential schools.” 

Her hands moved quickly and effort¬ 
lessly as she sewed green and pink and red 
and white beads onto the front of the buckskin 
jacket. 

She sang a lot. She said that spirit songs and 
prayers bring you in touch with your ancestors 
and with the Creator. She put tobacco on the fire 
and half-crossed herself. “Today young people 
think about themselves all the time. They think 
too much. They got too much energy they don’t 
know what to do with. Nobody tells them what 
to do. So they take drugs. Drink. They get 
caught up in themselves. Move away from the 
wholeness of life.” 

The birch fire was warm. Looking outside at 
the swirling snow, I was glad to be safe and 
warm with Elsa, talking, listening. “You don’t 
see the spirits, but they’re there. Sometimes you 
hear them breathe. Sometimes, in a sweat, they 
touch you, enter your body. The older I get, the 
better I know my spirit helper. That’s how you 
get closer to yourself — looking at the whole 
picture and seeing yourself. Where you fit in. 
My Indian name is She Who Walks On Snow 
because I could always walk on snow without 
falling through. Without snowshoes.” Then she 
told me that most of the time she stayed on top. 
When shelost her concentration, shefell through. 

“I’ve been peeling onions all my life. And I’ve 
been pulling back all those layers. Myself, too. 
Getting close to the middle where the spirit is. 
Getting close to the end.” Elsa smoked her pipe 
for a while and closed her eyes. Serene. At ease. 
She sang softly. 



“A lot of Indian men. Metis men, too. They’re 
afraid of holy women, afraid of their power. 
Threatened because they don’t feel connected to 
the Earth. Not humble enough. Afraid of togeth¬ 
erness, except maybe once in a while. What they 
think is important is having people think they’re 
bigshots. They want everybody to admire them 
and say a bunch of lies about them.” She." 
laughed. “It’s funny how lies bedome truth after f 
awhile.” Her laugh was infectious and we both 
got to breaking up every couple of minutes. 

The next time I visited her, she had just come 
out of her sweatlodge. After a while we talked. “I 
like the sweat more now than I ever did. I feel 
healed every time! go in, while I’m in there, and 
when I come out. I feel blessed having a sweat- 
lodge. Blessed for everything the Creator gives 
me.” She talked about fasting and praying and 
letting the visions come. “We all need healing. 
Every day. We all need that sacred contact—not 
justNative people. Everybody. The smudge. The 
prayers. The singing. The ceremonies. We need 
to keep in touch with our own selves, with each 
other. We need to pray to Mother Earth and we 
need to pray for her, too.” 

The more time we spent together, the more I 
loved her. She made me so happy and so sad. I 
thought of her advanced years. She was always 

Continued on Page 1 7 


May Our Creator Bless You 
With a Clear Sky and 
an Open Road 
Wishing You a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy, Healthy and 
Peaceful New Year 

Chief Paul Birckel 

Council, Elders, Staff 
and Band members 
of the 


CHAMPAGNE and AISHIIIIK FIRST NATIONS 


' CHAMPAGNE and AISHIIIIK ENTERPRISE DEPARTMENT 

Box 5 309, Haines Junction, Yukon YOB 1L0 

Phone: (403) 634-2288 

Fax: (403) 634-2108 



Wishing You a Blessed Christmas 
and a Prosperous, Healthy New Year 


Poplar 

Hill 

Indian 

Band 



Box 5004, Red Lake, Ontario P0V 2M0 
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The Moon of Wintertime 

Continued from Page 16 


the spiritworld lots of times. It’s nice there. But 
I got homesick, so I came back every time. 

;s I get drawn into visions when certain 

--- -ure around. Mostly the wolverine. I’ve 

young They have to be told about the sacred four always had special feelings for them. If you 
and the circle. They have to be encouraged or respect them, they’ll give you some of their 
they 11 go away from it and drink and smoke bad power. You have to learn how to use it yourself, 
drugs and sniff all that stuff from bottles. If you That’s the hard part. It’s like riding a different 
want to do something special in your life, teach horse all the time.” 


them about the spirit, about 


how and why we do these things. We always 
knew why we did them.” 

GIVING GIFTS 

We spoke about gift giving. Elsa said that the 
feeling you had when you gave 


i, about RELATIONSHIPS 


‘If you want a good marriage, you have to have 
more than just a shaky alliance. You have to 
have an enduring peace. You have to be whole. A 
unit. As partners, you have to share all of 
yourself with that other person. You have to lov< 


important — how giving something away made unconditionally. Otherwise, you might as well 
you feel. The spirits know how important some- not get involved at all because you’ll just destroy 


D you. When you give a gift of food or each other." She seemed to know that I’d been 


‘You don’t just go up to an elder and say ‘I ,_ 

to know this and this and this and this.’ You lead lowered e; 
into it and let them tell you what they think you tears, 
need to know. When you give a gift, you have to “A lot of the men want to keep the secrets close 

want to give it from your heart. You don’t start to themselves. Not me. I say what I know needs 
bartering with the spirit. There’s a thin line saying. If you’re too proud about what you know, 


ofit stays with you. A kind of shadow or mei 
You have to give that away, too.” 

HEALING 

One day I was listening to Elsa and 
other elders talking together about various 
health issues: suicide, abortion, schizophrenia, 

, pill taking. It was like a series of 


but for the benefit of the whole. Burn 
sweetgrass or sage and pray. Then you’ll know 
what to do.” Elsa’s cheeks were flushed and she 
•a] looked tired. I made her some tea and we just sat 
quietly in one another’s presence by the wood- 
stove, listening to the wood burn. 

_„„„ „ ocijco ui Once I came to her door and heard music. I 

parallel monologues rather than a debate. There looked around the back and she was dancing 
consensuality about the way they shared slowl y to the music a small group of her fr' ’ 


alcoholisi 


their ideas. Somehow or another, decisions wi 


s making: hand drum, flute, and singing. 


up their circle. ‘It’s all tied together. If one part rec ently. We prayed for the child and for the 
of you is sick, it can affect all of you. Your “other. Occasionally, in the clear night, we 
sickness becomes you. We’re all part of the earth, heard the sound of distant thunder. We smoked 


part of the extended family. We need 


the pipe and asked for guidance and wisdom. We 


inspire us. We need the spirit to hold us together. asked for strength for the woman and direction 
We have to learn to get rid of those parts of us for the child’s spirit so that it would not wander 


that aren’t healthy. We have to stop destroying around the Earth too long. We offered food and 
- urselves with our thoughts and our emotions, tobacco to the fire and sang and danced. And we 
omorrow will be too late. Now is the only time.” shared our silence with one another. 

I always tried to do something with the counsel MOTHER EARTH 

"Mother Earth is dying. Her rivers and lakes 
are filled with poisons. Men are cutting down her 
trees. The soil is blowing into the ocean. And the 
oceans are becoming sick. Nature is reflected in 
We are not well. We are part of the sick 


that Elsa gave me. I felt that I couldn’t just store 
it for future use. I didn’t want to just pass it < 
like it was a relay race. I felt a need to __ 
something so that my actions would reflect my 
thoughts. So a lot of times, I just gave away 


things I never used anymore or said something and the sickness. And the illness of our souls . 
nice to someone because they needed some mirrored in the environment. The sickness of the 
positive things in their life. Elsa did a lot of good human spirit is making the world die. The 
things anonymously. She said that the good whiteman thinks he has to dominate Nature. He 


Wishing you and yours 
a Peaceful Christmas, 
filled with all the 
season's blessings 

☆ 

and prosperity and health 
in the New Year to follow 

from the Mayor, Council, 
management and staff of 
the City of Fort McMurray 


.FORT MCMURRAY 


Eagle Lake Band 





The Chief and Council, j 


Migisi Sah Gai Gun 
School Board 
and all Eagle Lake 
Band members 
would like 
to take this time to wish 
all our Native brothers and Sisters 
across Canada 

Joyous Wishes on this Christmas 
Season and a Prosperous New Year. 


Wishing You a Peaceful, Safe and Happy Chris, 
from 

Grahams Tire Service 

• Mobile Tire Repair Service • 


Phone: (306) 536-3228 


Chief Clifford McKay 
Council, Staff and Band Members 

Pine Creek 
Band N° 282 

, P. 0. Box 70, Camperville, 

A, i lihk l Manitoba ROL 0J0 

Mfli.fi Ph ° n e f 204J 524-2478 
- Fax f204J 524-2832 



Chapel Island 
Band 
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LEGENDS 


Why the Whiskey Jack Does Not Go South For the Winter 

J ■* _mu:,.™ <•„* or. A then snnke to the bird 


Collected and Illustrated by James Ratt. Told by Ida A. Ratt 


It is told that “Weskuchanis”, the whiskey jack was a very ordinary bird 
who had a short tail, short wings and a rather large head. There was 
nothing very beautiful about him and this caused great concern to Wesku¬ 
chanis. Often the plain old whiskey jack was the subject of scorn and 
laughter by the other birds of the forest. 



So, one day the bird asked his older brother, Wesuhkechahk, what he 
should do in order to look more distinguished when he met with other birds 
of the woods. “Wesuhkechahk, can you help me? I want to look very 
important and handsome.” 


Wesuhkechahk thought this over for awhile and then spoke to the bird, 
“Go and borrow some feathers from the other birds and put them on your 
coat. They will make you very handsome.” 



So Weskuchanis flew off and considered the suggestion made by his 
older brother. Now in the month when the leaves are turning red and gold, 
the birds hold great pow-wows before they go south for the winter. Soon 
it would be time for such a pow-wow and the whiskey jack was determined 
to attend with a new set of feathers. 




PICTURE BUTTE 
MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 

Box 430, Picture Butte, Alberta TOK 1 VO 


Wishing you and yours 
a peaceful Christmas, 
filled with all the season’s blessings 


From the Administration 
& Staff 

of Picture Butte Municipal Hospital 


Wishing you all the 
many blessings 
of this special season 


.<<* V\OLD FAST % 

J? £&& % 


<3fnrt (JHarleoii, ,Aiberta 


P.O.Box 1420 
Fort Macleod, AB T0L0Z0 


1/aMeywieW' 


Box 358, Valleyview, Alberta TOH 3N0 
Telephone: (403) 524-3356 


g warm wishes 
for a safe and happy 
holiday season 


% 


Hah ?rairie 


PEACE RIVER 
HOSPITAL COMPLEX 


BAG 400.10915 - 99 STREET 
PEACE RIVER. ALBERTA T8S 1T6 
PHONE: (403) 624-2551 




The Administration and Staff extend 
Season's Greetings to all the 
First Nations of Canada 


Wishing you all the joys of the season 
and success in the new year to come 



H.H. WILLIAMS 
MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL 


BOX 1280 

HAY RIVER, NWT X0E 0R0 


(403) 874-6512 
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So he went 
around to all the 
birds in the forest 
and begged for a 
feather or two here 
and there. With the 
new feathers, 
Weskuchanis made 
a fine long tail and 
strong wide wings 
for himself. 


Now the whiskey jack was one fine looking bird! 

The time came about for the great pow-wow so Weskuchanis flew off in 
search of the great meeting. 




A A 



But flying along he found that he couldn’t control his wings and tail 
properly. Suddenly he would turn and almost fall to the ground. He 
couldn’t fly level very well either. When he flapped his wings he soared and 
then swooped downward. 

The whiskey jack arrived at the pow-wow by sailing out of the sky and 
crashing into the ground. The other birds laughed and laughed. 

' Niskuh, the Canada goose teased him, “My, how graceful you are, 
Weskuchanis.” 


The whiskey jack was very sad and embarrassed. He flew off into the 
forest as the birds kept taunting and teasing him. There he tried pulling 
out the feathers he had borrowed but they stuck fast to his body. It was 
obvious that the poor whiskey jack would never fly well again so he 
decided to stay in the forest by himself. 

To this day, 

Weskuchanis is very 
clumsy in the air and 
does not associate 
with other birds. He 
prefers to spend his 
time close to the 
camps of people. 

This is also the 
reason why the 
whiskey jack does not 
fly south for the 



Editor’s note: 

Why the Whiskey Jack Does Not Go South For the Winter was provided by the Lac 
La Ronge Band, Curriculum Resource Unit who are dedicated to providing qual¬ 
ity educational resources to all the people of the First Nations. 


© 

MAY THE JOY 

OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON 

WARM YOUR HEARTS 

AND YOUR HOMES 


FROM THE ADMINISTRATION & STAFF OF 

Canmore General and Auxiliary 
Hospital and Nursing Home 

District No. 80 

Box 130, Canmore, Alberta TOL 0M0 
Telephone: (403) 678-5536 

May the joys of Christmas 

QRimsham/BeRLuyn 

6c District 

Hospiral 

warm your hearts 
and your homes 

BOX 640 

GRIMSHAW, ALBERTA TOH 1WO 

(403) 332-1155 1 

LAC LA BICHE 

GENERAL & AUXILIARY HOSPITAL 
& NURSING HOME DISTRICT No. 78 

“WILLIAM J. CADZ0W HOSPITAL” 

w 


Bonnyville Health Centre 

jgeiftk 

Bag 1008, Bonnyville, Alberta T9N 2J7 

; c £> i§W 

P.O. BOX 507 

LAC LA BICHE, ALBERTA TOA 2C0 

(403)623-4404 

Christmas Greetings 
and Best Wishes 
for the New Year 


☆ 


Peace on Earth 
Goodwill to All 



CL 

MAYERTHORPE 
GENERAL & AUXILIARY 
HOSPITAL 

P.O. BOX 30 
MAYERTHORPE, ALBERTA TOE 1N0 

(403) 786-2261 


Radway 

DRUGS LTD. 



WAYNE HALL 


RAD WAY 736-3521 
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DB 

A History of the 
Teme-Augamo 
Anishnabai 
Struggle: Part I 



by Dale Stelter 

In August of this year, the Supreme Court of Canada 
ruled that the Teme-Augama Anishnabai of northern 
Ontario did not hold Aboriginal rights to their traditional 
lands. This disappointing decision closed off further legal 
options for the Teme-Augama Anishnabai in pursuing 
their land rights, and brought to a close the 
eighteen-and-a-half years of legal wrangling which the 
band had to endure. A. 

In all, the Teme-Augama Anishnabai’s struggle to 
have their land rights recognized, and to be given some 
land on which to pursue the way of life they choose, has 
stretched on for well over a hundred years. The 
Teme-Augama Anishnabai, the People of the Deep 
Water, have had to wage that struggle despite the fact 
that they have scientifically documented 6,000 years of 
life on their homeland, which they refer to as n’Daki- 
Menan. The band’s traditional lands cover approxi¬ 
mately 10,000 square kilometres, surrounding and north 
of Lake Temagami, which is located about 160 kilometres 
northwest of North Bay. 

In 1850, the government of the province of Canada and the chiefs and the Canadian government recognized the omission of the Teme-Augama 
councils of tribes inhabiting the northern and eastern shores of Lake Anishnabai from the Robinson-Huron Treaty, and promised to survey a 
Huron, and a distance inland, negotiated the Robinson-Huron Treaty. rese rve. That reserve was indeed surveyed the next year, at the southern 
The Teme-Augama Anishnabai have steadfastly maintained that they out i et of Lake Temagami, but the Ontario government refused to transfer 
were never a party to this treaty. *v,„ 

By 1877, with settlers encroaching upon the land, Chief Tonene asked 
for the Teme-Augama Anishnabai to be taken into treaty. Then, in 1883 


Continued on Page 37 


Wishing tpu all the winders of the season 

PAT-CE’s 
VARIETY HUT 

<> 


Box #1016 
High Prairie, AB 

523-4775 


3 Nnrth Pan no Catholic Schools 


NATIVE EDUCATION PROJECT 

"Serving the Needs of Native Students" 


tMay The Creator Bestow Blessings 

Upon you and fours and 
The Qoodwillof the Season ‘Be 'With fou 
from your friends at 

St. Joseph’s 
v Basilica v 

ft » ft 

10044- 113 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1N8 


Wishing all our friends and customers 
peace, health and happiness in this joyous season and 
throughout the New Year 


Fort McKay Indian Band 

(403) 828-4220 


Fort McKay 
Grout? of Companies 

(403) 828-4216 
Fax: (403) 828-4393 

Box 5360 

Fort McMurray, Alberta 
T9H 3G4 



May Our Creator 'Bless you With 
1? Clear Shy and An Open tRpad 
Wishing fou Peace, Stealth And Slappiness 
In This Joyous Season And 
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Ottawa Compensates 
Kawacatoose Band 


A land claim settlement cheque has been 
presented to Chief Richard Poorman of the 
Kawacatoose Band. The payment will compen¬ 
sate the band for the loss of reserve land 
surrendered in 1918 and sold by the federal 
government in 1919. 

The money will be used by the band to 
purchase land and compensate them for loss of 
past use. Under this agreement, the federal 
government will consider transfer of up to 8,266 
acres of land, if purchased, to reserve status. 

“This agreement gratifies me,” said Chief 
Poorman. “The settlement will give us the 
means to purchase the land we have lost.” “We 
will also undertake economic developments that 
will benefit band members.” 


The federal government offered this $3,020,000 
settlement to the band as compensation for the 
sale of reserve land surrendered in 1918. The 
band claimed that the federal government sold 
the land to the Soldier Settlement Board with¬ 
out the band’s approval. The band also claimed 
that it had not been properly compensated for 
the land at the time of the sale. 

The federal government accepted the land 
claim for negotiation on the basis that, although 
the sale of the land was legal, the compensation 
the band received was less than fair market 
value at the time of sale. 

A tentative settlement was reached this sum¬ 
mer. The Kawacatoose band membership voted 
to accept the offer in a ratification vote held on 
September 25,1991. ~ 



The Kikino Interviews 

Continued from Page 13 

hair pinched between her index finger and 
thumb. 

Why didn’t they send somebody up here who 
knew about some of this stuff? It’s almost 
impossible to handle these cultural spaces. I’m 
not used to these long unbroken silences. The 
leaves rustled, the grass whispered, the wind 
made its usual unclassifiable sounds. Only 
Nature spoke. Elsa could be drawn out of her 
silence but she didn’t seem to exhibit spontane¬ 
ity in her utterances. Maybe Smalltalk isn’t 
something she really gets into. Suddenly she got 
up and went outside. I followed her with my tea. 
She went over to where a big hide was stretched 
by a fire and started scraping it with a knife-like 
utensil. 


‘I think I’d better get back to the city. I’d like 
to stay longer but I’ve got a couple of deadlines 
to meet.’ She smiled and shook my extended 

“Come back when you’ve got some time. We 
can go up to the trapline.” 

‘Sure. I’U give you a call.’ As I drove back to the 
city, I thought about all the questions I’d asked 
and what Fd seen. What had I learned about 
elders from my questions? And what from my 
observations? My mind kept drifting back to 
what I considered to be bigger stories, newswor¬ 
thy events. Then a part of me was continually 
drawn back to Elsa, the three days I’d spent 
talking to her and some of her friends at Kikino. 
Part of me wanted to stay and throw away the 
notebook. But ambition for an uncertain future 
kept me on a course for Edmonton. Ambition. 
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AWARENESS IS THE ANSWER 

by Cathy Dean \\\1 1/, 




Christmas and 
a brifiht and 





Maiji Pratt-Turo 

A Cree-Ojibwa woman who has been travelling 
across Canada for the past five months hopes her 
efforts will bring attention to the many crisis 
situations which exist among Indian people 
today. 

“Fm travelling on a shoestring, and a lot of 
faith,” says Maiji Pratt-Turo. Whether it’s the 
Oldman Dam project in Alberta, the James Bay 
projects in Quebec, or the government 
criminalizing the people who stood behind the 
barriers at Kanehsatake last year, Pratt-Turo 
believes Indian people must be aware of the 
circumstances. 

“We are a minority. There are few of us left. We 
must create some kind of system to co-ordinate 
crisis situations, to show support for each other 
and to be informed,” says the resident of Gordons 
Reserve, located 60 miles north of Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

An office in central Canada could be established 
which would allow the gathering and 
dissemination of information to all indigenous 
people. “We are the smallest minority on the 
continent, perhaps even in the world. This is all 
the more reason to support each other,” she says. 

Pratt-Turo says today’s Indian people don’t 
want the cities and farms now occupied by the 
dominant society to be given back. “We just want 
recognition of us as individual sovereign nations. 
We never gave up that right, and we never will,” 
she states. 

Pratt-Turo is also dismayed at the upcoming 
anniversary celebrations of the arrival of 
Columbus some 500 years ago. “It’s hard to 


Wishing You Peace at Christmas 
and Strength and Prosperity in 1992. 


believe Columbus’ mistaken discovery is being 
celebrated, for example by building a multi¬ 
million dollar Canadian pavilion at the Olympics 
next year in Spain, when so many of the people 
who were wronged by his 'mistake’ are going 
hungry,” she says. 

The Saskatchewan woman gets her drive and 
her energy from the values she saw in her 
parents. “They instilled in me a pride of my 
Indian heritage. From them I have acquired an 
insatiable need for change. I can’t move 
mountains but I can at least cause some erosion,” 
she says. 

Although her parents have both passed away, 
she is proud to note her efforts and those of her 
three sisters and two brothers. Each is dedicated 
in his or her own part of Canada to improve 
conditions for the indigenous people of the land. 

Pratt-Turo has been all across the country 
recently, from Ontario to Vancouver. As she 
travels, she represents two Saskatchewan, 
organizations, the Indigenous Coalition of 
Saskatoon and the Saskatchewan Native 
Ministry. “I am here because I am very concerned 
about the men, women and children who are 
being hurt and abandoned because of political 
struggles. I am here because I fear for my 
people,” she says. 

As a mother, grandmother, an s 
and a daughter of proud ancestors, she speaks 
only for herself. “But I am one of you,” she tells 
other Indian people as she addresses rallies and, 
meetings and gives presentations at campuses 
and band offices across the country. 

During her week-long stay in Edmonton, 
Pratt-Turo was grateful for the help of the 
Aboriginal Student Council at the University of 
Alberta. “Without the help of Ron Bell and the 
staff and students, I could never have seen 
the people I did,” she says. 

She is also fund raising for those who 
facing legal battles as a result of charges from 
last summer’s Oka uprising. 

These court cases are crucial to the rest 
Canada’s Indian people, she says. “We all havt 
vested interest in the outcome and a 
responsibility to ourselves, our land and our 
children to work together to support the strength 
and bravery of the defendants of Kanehsatake,” 
she says. 
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LAND CLAIMS HIT SNAG 


In its latest “endorsement” of an expeditious 
approach to settling B.C. land claims, the federal 
government has announced that it will not 
implement the B.C. Claims Task Force recom¬ 
mendations until a cost-sharing agreement has 
been reached with the province. Critics are 



962-5913 


■ VILLnQE Spruce Grove, AB 

MOBILE HOME PARK 


calling the announcement a bureaucratic 
roadblock and a government stall tactic which 
has added to the frustration and resentment felt 
by B.C. Native groups. 

In making the announcement Minister of 
Indian Affairs Tom Siddon said that the Task 
Force’s recommendations would be implemented 
“as soon as agreement on sharing overall costs 
and responsibilities can be worked out with the 
B.C. government.” He called his statement “a 
ringing endorsement for a made-in-B.C. ap¬ 
proach to settling land claims.” 

However, Kathryn Tenesse, Executive Direc¬ 
tor of the First Nations Congress of B.C. views 
Siddon’s statements as “preconditions that over¬ 
shadow the acceptance of the report,” and “are 
yet another monkeywrench” to the land claims 
process. 

According to Tenesse, the cost-sharing compli¬ 
cation “is another pre-condition the feds have 
placed on this exercise.” She says it is “simply 
not good enough” that negotiations have "been 
halted while the two levels of government begin 
wrangling over cost-sharing. 

“All along we’ve said that B.C. and Canada 
have to reach an agreement but that has nothing 
to do with the First Nations, and discussions can 
continue while we get on with the process.” 

Tenesse says that Natives worked in good 
faith on the Claims Task Force but she now has 
doubts of the government in the negotiations. 
Still, Native groups “don’t want it (the land 
claims task force report) to die, after expending 
all that energy, money and time,” says Tenesse. 

A major problem is the bureaucracy of the gov¬ 
ernment “which has its own agenda. They’re not 
going to agree or go forward with change that re¬ 
quires movement on their part, they can’t be 
objective.” Tenesse feels an answer may lie in a 
request for a meeting with the Prime Minister to 
get away from the “vested interests” of govern¬ 
mental departments and bureaucracy “respon¬ 
sible for hijacking policy.” 



Tenesse blames government stalling on fear 
of control and change. “It’s hard to do away with 
120 years of history (but we) have the right to 
make our own decisions. Its a whole new ball 


The frustration of First Nations is now “bub¬ 
bling below the surface,” claims Tenesse. 

According to Bob Skelly, NDP Native Affairs 
critic, Sid-don’s announcement “caught us by 
surprise.” The MP for Comox-Albemi feels the 
federal government is being unrealistic in ex¬ 
pecting the province “to put up all the value of 
the land and resources, plus 30% of any finan¬ 
cial settlement.” Skelly said that he echoes sen¬ 
timents like those of former Justice Tom 
Berger who claim the federal government 
should bear 100% of costs from all claims. 

This latest setback should not prevent B.C. 
from coming to the negotiating table, though, 
says Skelly. “They can sue the federal govern¬ 
ment after the claims settlements and live with 
the court decision.” But he maintains that 
“Siddon has thrown a huge barrier into land 
claim negotiations.” 

Skelly expressed a concern that the outcome 
of such tactics will be costly and time consum¬ 
ing court battles fought out in the Supreme 
Court to determine responsibility for costs. 

Skelly also lashed out at the government for 
the failure of its much heralded Indian Claims 
Commission so proudly hailed by the prime 
minister months ago. 
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Vuntut Gwichin First Nation 
Land Claim Agreement Reached 


A final land claims agreement has been 
reached between the Vuntut Gwichin First 
Nation and the governments of Canada and 
the Yukon. 

“Conclusion of this agreement represents 
an important achievement not only with the 
Vuntut Gwichin people but also in our prog¬ 
ress toward the overall settlement of the 
Yukon comprehensive claim,” said Tom 
Siddon, Minister of Indian Affairs and North¬ 
ern Development. 

“With four completed First Nation Final 
Agreements now in hand, we can proceed to 
the next phase of the settlement process: 


consideration of the settlement package by 
the Council for Yukon Indians and the ratifi¬ 
cation of the package.” 

The agreement between the governments 
and the Vuntut Gwichin is the fourth Yukon 
First Nation Final Agreement to be con¬ 
cluded. 

The agreement will be put forward for rati¬ 
fication by Vuntut Gwichin beneficiaries in 
the next few months. 

Negotiations are continuing on the comple¬ 
tion of a self-government agreement. The 
three parties will meet to discuss details of a 
self-government agreement to accompany 
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The Moon of Wintertime Continued from Page 17 


darkness of time to prepare for the healing spir¬ 
its to come, just as we go into the darkness of the 
sweatlodge and wait and 
prepare.” Elsa put the 
last of the fish on the 
drying rack and washed 
her hands to prepare for 
our card game on the 
picnic table. “What 
should we play?” 

Elsa’s saffron-col¬ 
oured shirt was covered 
in ribbons: white, blue, 
green, and red. We were 
going medicine collect¬ 
ing. We had smudged 
and thanked the Crea¬ 
tor for the plants whose 
lives we were going to 
take. And we thanked 
the plants and asked 
their forgiveness for our 
needs and our actions. 

“Sixty-five years we 
were married. We didn’t 
even t hink about sepa¬ 
rating. We had our 
fights. But we had been 
joined by a holy person 
in a holy ceremony. Our 
love and devotion and 
respect for one another 
kept us together as our 
selfishness and pride A.f 

pushed us apart. We 
were married in the presence of spirits and we 
had exchanged eagle feathers and promises 
from our hearts. You don’t just jump up and run 
off with the first fight or the hundredth.” She 
paused. “Or the five hundredth. It clears the 



talked about her experiences as a child and 
young woman. She’d been beaten in school for 
speaking her own language. The priests and 
nuns had tried to make her ashamed of her heri¬ 
tage, of her people. She’d 
almost given up, but ran 
away instead. “I didn’t know 
until a long time later how 
that school had affected me. 
My mind had been poisoned, 
my spirit disconnected. I had 
a lot of pain hidden by my 
fears. I had a lot of embar¬ 
rassment inside about my 
own culture and language. 
My husband helped me — 
helped each other. 
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The moose nose had been hanging over the 
smouldering fire for two days. It’s hairs had 
been burned off and it had a blackish tinge over 
the white skin. Elsa cut it down and boiled it and 
we ate it with wild rice and cranberry sauce. 
“You have to keep the promises you make to the 
spirits. You have to be truthful in your life. If 
there’s too big a gap between what you say and 
what you do, you’re in trouble. With yourself. 
With the spirits. The grandparents. The Crea¬ 
tor. So you might as well save yourself a lot of 
trouble and be truthful and straightforward.” 
I’m not sure how the boiled moose nose got her 
onto that subject, but it did. When the food was 
finished, the talk went on. “You have to live for 
other people, too, not just for yourself. You have 
to care about others. Otherwise, your life isn’t 
complete. You don’t just eat moose nose by itself 
— you have to have a wider scope for your 
appetite. Life’s that way — you don’t just go 
down a straight path and forget about every¬ 
thing else. You look around. Open your eyes.” 

The day before I had to go back home, Elsa 


being Native, proud of 
past. We had to get rid of 
that denial. You have to ask 
the Creator for help. You 
have to want to change. You 
have to want to live a good 
life.” Tears welled up in her 
eyes as she smiled at the 
images of her past life, as 
she looked fondly at her 
husband’s photograph. 

TEACHING OUR 
YOUNG 

“Education. We have to 
teach the young ones about 
living. If you don’t teach 
them, they have nothing. 
They see friends do bad 
things. They watch televi¬ 
sion. Movies. All they see is violence and sex. No 
love. Nobody caring about anybody. Families 
breaking up. Men, children, women suffering. 
They need to know this is not the good way. If we 
don’t guide them, we are throwing them away. 
We are throwing away our hopes and our 
promises. Destroying our visions. Our di 
How can we hope to live in harmony and balance 
when we are not giving our young people the 
help that they need? Why do they go in for liquor 
and drugs? Because they are empty inside. They 
are filling in the big hole in their spirits with 
anything they can get hold of. Hiding the pain. 
Denying their feelings. They are ignoring the 
call of their spirits. You have to help them and 
you have to tell them to ask the Creator for help. 
You have to teach them how to ask. He will 
always answer. He wants them to seek and He 
wants us to help them find Him and help them 
find themselves. The Creator is always there, al¬ 
ways here. Waiting. And watching. And caring.” 

I haven’t seen Elsa for a few months now. I’ve 
been too busy being 
caught up livingin abig 

city. But I wrote this __ 

down to remind me of 

the guidance she gave K. w A 

me. Thanks Elsa. 

Kohkom. See 
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Squamish Nation Opposes Land Swap by Brian Savage 


May the joy of the holiday season 
bring families together to 
celebrate support, love and understanding 
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home this lHoliday Season and continue \Z- m) 
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Council, Elders 
Staff and Band Members 
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The Squamish Nation, 
along with environmental¬ 
ists are protesting a pro¬ 
posed land swap between 
the B.C. government and 
B.C. Rail involving hun¬ 
dreds of hectares of land 
next to the Stawamus 
Reserve. 

In a letter sent to vari¬ 
ous federal and provincial 
ministers, the Squamish 
Band called their concerns 
“substantial” and said the 
area in question is “ofvital 
concern... in the negotia¬ 
tions toward a treaty be¬ 
tween Canadian govern¬ 
ments and the Squamish 
Nation.” 

The letter also notes 
recommendations in the 
B.C. Land Claims task 
force which called for “in¬ 
terim measures to prevent 
further alienation of land 
or resources pending the 
negotiation of treaties,” 
and calls for such meas¬ 
ures to be implemented 
immediately. 

Chief Philip Joe of the 
Squamish Nation says the 
announcement of a pos¬ 
sible port beside the reserve is unacceptable. 

“We figure it would affect our comprehensive 
and specific land claims,” says the Chief. “Some 
of those lands were Indian reserves once and 
were taken by B.C. Rail.” 

Chef Joe says that the land should be given 
back to the Natives if it is not going to be used by 
B.C. Rail for their original purposes “rather than 
swapping for another section of land which they 
can use for development. We don’t think it’s fair 
to use it for such advantage.” 

The Squamish Nation letter details concerns 
that an industrial area next to residential land 
would seriously diminish their enjoyment of the 
adjacent land. It would also impact on their 
ability to enjoy the fishery resource within Howe 
Sound, and the Squamish and Cheakmus River 
watersheds due to pollution in Howe Sound. 

The band has received limited response to its 
concerns from either level of government but the 


7 
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Squamish Nation will remain firm, says Joe, in 
its determination to oppose the land transfer. 
According to him nothing will proceed without 
an independent assessment of the impact that 
the construction of such a port would have on the 
people and the environment. 

Speaking for B.C. Rail, Barrie Wall said the 
whole thing is “simply a proposal that’s got to go 
through all the various rules and processes 
first.” 

Wall also said that there “is no hard and fast 
plan to go ahead yet.” 

So far, says Wall, B.C. Rail has been dealing 
“with the various bureaucrats (in the govern¬ 
ment) rather than with the elected officials.” 

As far as Native concerns are involved, Wall 
claims to have had one meeting with Chief Joe in 
April and has tried to set up another meeting but 
with no response. 
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BILINGUAL BICULTURAL EDUCATION... 
From Vision to Reality, 



Part 3 - This is the third in a series of articles 
promoting Bilingual Bicultural education for 
Native communities. While the specifics are 
based on isolated Northern Ontario communi¬ 
ties, generalizations can hope¬ 
fully be made to any commu¬ 
nity interested in this endeav- 

Listen carefully to the chil¬ 
dren at play. How much Eng¬ 
lish is used in their natural con¬ 
versation? There’s a good 
chance that the child does not 
know how to say the English 
words in his Native language. Can he listen to 
and understand stories told by his grandpar¬ 
ents? How long will it be before your community 
joins the growing list of places that have lost 
their traditional language? 

Just Do It! 

In order to reverse the process of loss, definite 
steps must be taken. Meetings, papers, briefs, 
future plans, beliefs and good intentions will 
not halt the language loss. The Native language 
must be actively used by today’s children in ex¬ 
periencing their life today. This means extend¬ 
ing the child’s use and knowledge of his lan¬ 
guage in school and at home. 

The goal of Bilingual/Bicultural education is 
one which will take some time to achieve, but 
some steps can be taken immediately. The first 
major move would be to begin using the Native 
language exclusively for all classroom instruc¬ 
tion and in all classroom materials in the early 
years (Kindergarten and Grade One). The ac¬ 
companying necessity is for the student to expe¬ 
rience beginning reading and writing in his 
Native language. Instead of looking for the 
“perfect” program, complete with all desired re¬ 
sources and personnel; let’s consider the mini¬ 
mum requirements to JUST DO IT! 


by Brenda Firman 

1) Classroom personnel able to speak the com¬ 
munity dialect fluently and to read and write in 
syllabics. 

2) Some materials in syllabics. 

If these two items are not currently 

available in your community, steps 
could easily be taken to enable your 
community to begin a program in the 
next school year. 

Classroom Personnel 

All northern schools have Native 
staff from the community. If syllabics 
fluency is a problem, someone could 
volunteer to upgrade their skills dur¬ 
ing the year. Or the Native language instructor 
might want to work full-time in the regular 
classroom. Or someone else in the community 
might agree to begin teaching. If there is a 
commitment to the program, teaching personnel 
and training for these people will not pose a 
problem. Band control of Education funds allows 
for more flexibility in staffing. Staff need not 
necessarily be certified teachers to be effective. 
In some ways, certification through assimilative 
teacher training institutes may be a liability. 
Such staff need to be aware of the nature of their 
training and willing to make changes. In Lac La 
Ronge, Saskatchewan, it was determined that 
the community would have bilingual/bicultural 
teachers only by training their own members. In 
order to provide staffing for their extensive 
bilingual/bicultural program; they established a 
three year, locally-based, bilingual/bicultural 
teacher training program. The program offered 
classes in Native studies, Cree history, and 
teaching methodology, while focusing on the 
development of a bilingual/bicultural program 
relevant to the Lac La Ronge community. Cur¬ 
riculum development was an integral part of the 
teacher training program. 

Continued on Page 30 
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Board of Trustees 

NORTHLAND SCHOOL DIVISION No. I 

Peace River, Alberta 


'Wishing you a peaceful and joyful Christmas 

PSDN Personal Support and Development Network 

Supportive Counselling and Career Planning 


Services for Albertans 


#1101,10909 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 
ft*.-. T5J3L9 




High Prairie 
Roman Catholic 
Separate School 
District No. 56 


For all the world one prayer: 

That all men live as brothers 
and Peace reign everywhere 

Wishing you 
all the Peace and 
Love of the Holiday Season 


QU’APPELLE 
, INDIAN 

v , 1 RESIDENTIAL 
SCHOOL 





Peace on Earth 

☆ 

Goodwill to All 


>x 789, High Prairie, Alberta TOC 1EO 

Telephone: (403) 523-3771 

Fax: (403) 523-4603 


Tel. 332-5628 

Lebret, Saskatchewan S0G2Y0 
Fax 332-5080 

As trustees delegated with the responsibility by 
band councils and parents, the Q.I.R.S. Board of 
Directors and Stall are committed to providing 
students with: 

the best possible educational opportunities in 
a band-operated residential school system; 
Indian culture and values; 

■ sports, social and recreational programs; 

• academic and social counselling: 

• curricula prescribed by the Saskatchewan 
Department of Education: 

■ entrance requirements to post-secondary 
training in technical, vocational and 
University education. 
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Education Cuts Cause Uproar 


by Brian Savage 


Reaction to statements by Indian Affairs Min¬ 
ister Tom Siddon regarding increased amounts 
of funding for Native students has been swift and 
strong by Chief Saul Terry, president of the 
Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs. 

“The federal government has lied and misrep¬ 
resented its commitment to our young people ... 
the federal government has acted arbitrarily and 
unilaterally to deny our young people access to 
higher education.” 

Terry maintains that most B.C. bands and 
tribal councils will be forced to take 30% cut¬ 
backs in post-secondary funding, and an esti¬ 
mated 5,000 Native students across Canada, 
1,000 from B.C. alone, will be unable to go to 
school. 

This comes after promises made by the Prime 
Minister in Victoria in April 1991 to increase 
Native education funding by $320 million. 

Says Terry, "The reality has proven to be quite 
different.” The stance of the UBCIC remains 
unchanged, according to Terry: that the federal 
government has “a clear fiduciary obligation” to 
give education funding without caps; that “pre¬ 
determined budgets fixed in Ottawa by D1A 
(Department of Indian Affairs) bureaucrats” is 
unacceptable; that Natives in B.C. “have a fun¬ 
damental Aboriginal right to education” and 
that this right was never surrendered. 

A UBCIC statement condemns the cutbacks 
“as a blatant violation of our people’s Aboriginal 
rights that stains the honour of the Crown. It 
calls into question the sincerity and intentions of 
the Crown regarding Aboriginal title and rights 
and the Land Question as a whole.” 

NDP Native Affairs critic Bob Skelly called the 
cuts a “scandal” and says he brought up the 
matter in the House of Commons. “It was 
initially denied,” said Skelly, yet he kept receiv¬ 
ing petitions and Native groups from across 
Canada continued complaining of education 
funding cutbacks. “As far as we can see, if there’s 


Stewart and Associates 

Trainers and Consultants 


644 Lakeshore Drive 
Unit No. 10 
North Bay, Ontario 
■JUjfijffiljj P1A 3N6 

Tel: (705) 476-2577 
Fax: (705) 497-7839 
1-800-267-2577 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAINING 

180 hours — 6 weeks 


120 hours — heavy equipment 
maintenance program 


0 hours — 2 weeks tractor trailer 
)r dump truck training program 


0 hours — 2 week school bus program 


i cap why is this happening?” 

A meeting: between the Abo¬ 
riginal Affairs committee and 
Tom Siddon is scheduled and 
briefs from Native groups are 
being gathered to establish a 
clearer picture. “Despite what 
the government says, there are 
students not going to school and 
in some cases that amounts to 
30% fewer students.” Skelly says 
that figures tabled by the gov¬ 
ernment in response to his ques¬ 
tions 'left me more confused.” 

At a demonstration in Van¬ 
couver, Terry declared, “We’re 
looking for an investment in our 
human resource. It’s more posi¬ 
tive to fund education of these 
people. It will be much more 
productive in the,,long run ... 
instead of soaking up unem¬ 
ployment, welfare, ...or getting 
into trouble and being a burden 

According to government fig¬ 
ures, funding for education in 
B.C. has increased over the last 
three years by $10 million and 
now stands at $32 million while 
student enrollment in B.C. has 
increased from 2,700 to 3,800. 

Native education has been funded by the DIA 
since 1968 and nationally, has grown dramati¬ 
cally, from 247 students to 22,000. Since most 
Natives are under 24 (58% as opposed to the na¬ 
tional average of 38%) the demands on educa¬ 
tion funding will grow in the future. 

Liberal MP Ethel Blondin queried in the 
House of Commons the government’s failure to 
“live up to its obligations to Aboriginal peoples 
as guaranteed under section 35 of the Constitu¬ 
tion?” regarding Nar 
tive education. Siddon 
replied that he “would 
like to see all of these 

stered in the spirit of 
self-government by 
Aboriginal leadership 
because this is a man¬ 
agement problem.” 
“All Aboriginal stu- 



n be ri 


Contact: Larry Stewart, Program Consultant 

Phone (705) 476-2577 Fax: (705) 497-7839 
Toll Free: 

1 - 800 - 267-2577 


dents in Canada can have access to a post-secon¬ 
dary education under the program that has been 
put in place by this government,” he claimed. 

In response to a similar question by NDP MP 
Bob Skelly about thousands of Native students 
being forced to dropout or unable to get to school, 
the minister called the education funding “the 
most generous program in history on behalf of 
Aboriginal students” and that the “problem” “is 
one of management and distribution of funds 
among the regions and the question of which stu- 1 
dents are more qualified.” 

Juanita Tupper, Director of Education for 
DIAND in the B.C. region told CBC radio thath 
enrollment had outstripped funding. “Lastfyear 
across Canada we spent $40 million over the 
budget. So when he (Prime Minister Mulroney) 
said he was increasing the funding he meant he 
was bringing the budget level up to the amount 
that was already being spent over the budget. A 
little tricky there.” 


Government ot the Northwest Territories 


Edenakwe Goghdts'eda 

Duhd£ Elfgu Ngng Gogha Dene Ghdonete Gha K’iogide Gjlj, dene gh^pnet? gl 
etets'^ndts'erudi geniw?,?«?hda ke, xdre goot’in? ydchQrakw'i ke,ts'<idane er|hlf< 
k$ at'| ke, dene ghaonehte ke sfi dene ederuchd gha beghd gots'enuhte gh<? 
eiets'lnddats'erudf geniw?. E?a yet'a goghdgogenuhle sfi la; • 

• Duhdd n£n£ k'e gots'e ale dene mdenenjMe ke gok'£ ka?edegc 

• Duhda n£n£ k'e gots'e ale dene nidenenjl^ 
t'd etets'£ ydgogfde gha goghaonet? gha 

• Edegogerudf gha yahnft he gots'e h|duh g< 
k'ola ka?edegenu?a gogha k'ola goghdonut? 

Wde beghg dene daheruke nahwh§ n|dd, ejp beghp . 

Kede Areypne Ghalaeda Dahk’d 
Dene Ghdonete Gha K'dogfdd Gjh 
Duhda Eligu N£n£ Gha K'dogfdd Qli 



Looking to the Future 

The Department of Education, Northwest Territories, promotes a partners 
Elders, parents, students, teachers - building positive self-identity 

• Unique Aboriginal cultural perspectives 

• Aboriginal and English language communical. 

• Traditional and contemporary knowledge, 

skills and values 

NOf »es Educol,on ^ 

For more information, please contact: ^ ^ ^ 

Official Languages Division, Department of Education, 

~ nment of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, NWT 
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ACTION DAY IN SASKATCHEWAN 


by Brian Savage 

The Assembly of First Nations decreed that 
November 12 be a “National Action Day on Abo¬ 
riginal and Treaty Rights to First Nations Edu¬ 
cation.” According to Ina Fietz Ray, president of 
the NORTEP/NORPAC Student Association the 
day was a success. 

Located in La Ronge Saskatchewan, Fietz Ray 
explains that the college features a northern 
teachers education program and a northern 
professional access course and has 200 Native 
enrolled students from northern Saskatchewan. 

And each student heeded the AFN call. “There 
was a petition each of us took back home and got 
signatures, and that petition will be forwarded 
to the AFN with quite a few names on it. 

“There was a lot of awareness raised in the 
northern communities, such as Sandy Bay, my 
home town,” explained Fietz Ray. ‘There were 
displays and lots of young people participated 
and were made aware of the things that were 
happening at the national level that may affect 
their future.” 

Fietz Ray believes that more Natives are 
becoming aware that education is important, 
but finds irony in what is happening to Native 
education funding at the present moment. 

“Here in northern Saskatchewan there are 
more Native people coming back to school but 
because of a criteria established they now have 
a priority system and mature entrance is at the 
bottom level.” 

First, says Fietz Ray, are those presently 
enrolled in grade 12 or those who are already 
enrolled in education programs. 

“With only so much money to go around and so 
many wanting to go back to school, there are a lot 
of mature students out there.” 

At the moment, her college has been spared 
from cutbacks but funding reductions “will 
affect the future.” 



“We’re in the process of planning a lobby group 
for Aboriginal northern students,” says Fietz 
Ray, who notes that education is a treaty right 
but there are also many Native students who are 
non-status and Metis as well. 

“There’s not a lot of funding for them and 
that’s a concern for everyone here in northern 
Saskatchewan who wants to carry on their edu- 

Fietz Ray feels more action days are necessary 
to keep awareness of the plight of Native stu¬ 
dents in front of the public. 

‘There’s a lot of momentum growing now and 
the government cuts the money. It makes you 
wonder what’s going on, but participating in the 
National Action Day is a way of showing support 


and realizing that we can make a difference. We 
show our leaders who talk to the people who 
make the decisions not to sit back, take an active 
part.” 

The National Action Day was the first time 
northern Saskatchewan residents had partici¬ 
pated in such an event and Fietz Ray feels it was 
the “first step in getting involved.” 

The student association president called it, 
“exciting.” “You go here and make presentations 
to young people; it’s serious stuff for kids in 
grade 11, it’s their future and affects them if they 
want to go to university and there’s no money for 
them. 

“It affects our children’s future, and that’s 
serious stuff.” 


A Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 
From Students and Staff 





Box 190 
Vilna, Alberta 
T0A3L0 

Phone: 


Ipl PEACE EQUIPMENT PARTS 

ltd. 

J NEW, USED AND EXCHANGE PARTS 
5101 Kennedy Ave., Box 649 
Grimshaw, Alberta TOH 1W0 

(403) 332-2150—Fax 332-4674 


* v HYLO a» 
COUNTRY STORE *** 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK A GREAT SELECTION OF 

8:00 A.M. -10:00 P.M. REASONABLY PRICED 

Drcp Bf or (jin. FISHING & HUNTING SUPPLIES 

(ft A Mini} ■ livestock FEED ALSO AVAILABLE 


623-7647 



N, 


-* Grande Prairie, 
Beaverlodge, Fairview, Sexsmith 
& Spirit River Catholic Schools 
"Great Places to Learn!” 


CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE 
ENVOY 100 - GP 28, CEC 

10715 -102 Street, Grande Prairie. Alberta T8V 2X1 

TEL.: (403) 532-3013 FAX: (403)532-3430 


2jf Reaching 

% 

S 
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'There is a longing in the heart of my 
people to reach out and grasp that 
which is needed for our survival. There 
is a longing among the young of my 
nation to secure for themselves and 
their people the skills that will provide 
them with a sense of worth and purpose. 
They will be our new warriors." 
Chief Dan George 

^iincor 

Oil Sands Group 

An equal opportunity employer 
Progressive Native Affairs policy 
Job training 
Skill development 
Educational assistance 
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Wishing You a Merry Christmas and 
A Happy and Healthy New Year from the Staff 
and Board of Directors, of the 


NATIONAL NATIVE 
ASSOCIATION 
OF TREATMENT 
DIRECTORS 



410, 8989 MacLeod Trail, S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2H 0M2 


Telephone: (403) 253-6232 
Fax: (403) 252-9210 


Wishint you 

“*1 the many joys of the season 







BILINGUAL BICULTURAL 
EDUCATION... 

From Vision to Reality 

Continued from Page 27 



Materials 

Education is “Big Business”, and most of us 
have come to believe that it is impossible for the 
students to learn or the teacher to teach without 
ever increasing quantities of programmes and 
resources. However, if you are prepared to value 
quality over quantity, lack of resources need 
not be an obstacle to prevent beginning a 
bilingual/bicultural program. Begin with 
the essentials, and add to them as you go 

This is the opportunity to put into 
practice the current theories about 
sound education. For many years 
now, experts have been promoting 
the idea of more language and 
“doing” activities; and less reli¬ 
ance on paper and pencil tasks. 

Whole language approaches be¬ 
lieve in reading and writing ac¬ 
tivities based on the child’s ex¬ 
periences. All this fits in with 
limited commercial resources 
and more “make-as-you-go” 
material s. As an added bene¬ 
fit, an emphasis on oral ac¬ 
tivities would be a step to¬ 
wards revitalizing the oral 
tradition of Native culture. 

It is fairly simple to begin 
producing your own Syllab¬ 
les materials for Kinder¬ 
garten and Grade one. 

Many of the English mate¬ 
rials currently in the school 
can be used. Syllabics trans¬ 
lations can be handwritten or 
produced on computer and glued 
over the English words. Word cards, 

Big Books, etc. can be made in Syllabics 
instead of English. Original worksheets can 
be made in Syllabics, or the English removed 
from materials already in the classroom. Dis¬ 
play materials can be used with Syllabics taped 
over the English. Display the Syllabrium in¬ 
stead of the English alphabet. During instruc¬ 
tion, chart stories are written in Syllabics 
instead of in English. The Circle program (made 
for Northern Ontario) can be used in its en¬ 
tirety, simply by changing the readers to Syllab¬ 
ics and conducting the lessons in the Native 
language. 

Of course, this is just a beginning. In many 
ways, it is a “translation” approach. Care must 
be taken to evaluate the materials that are 
used. Also, in replacing the English with Syllab¬ 
ics in a story book, it is not necessary to use the 


same ideas as are expressed in English. Syl¬ 
labics can be written which would be a culturally 
appropriate verbal message to match the pic¬ 
ture. There is a great need to develop original 
materials in the Native language. Photography, 
video tapes, audio tapes, etc. can be produced in 
the community. 

For the program to continue through the 
higher grades, many more resources will be 
necessary. To satisfy the “bicultural” compo¬ 
nent, curriculum will need to be developed or 
modified. The next article will examine the 
needs of a continuing program, with some 
suggestions for long-term development of re¬ 
sources and curriculum. Still, the message here 
is that you can begin. All it really takes is the will 
to stand up for your beliefs and to put those 
beliefs into action. 


LEARNING, COMMUNITY, WORSHIP 



May The Peace and Joy Of Christmas Be With You 
Throughout The Year to Come fmt 

ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE JgL 

University of Alb erta, Edmonton, 

AB Canada T6S2J5 Information (403)482-7681 


^GOLDEN ARROW -f 

Driver Education Ltd. 

Specializing in Transport Training 

_ Driver 

Education Ltd. 


ALBERTA GOVT. AIR BRAKE COURSES 
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE 
DANGEROUS GOODS COURSE 

ALL FEES INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE 


( 403 ) 447-2445 

16405 - 132 Ave. Edmonton, AB T5V1J5 

GOVERNMENT APPROVED & BONDED 
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Northland School Division Holds 
Fall Conference 


by Dale Stelter 

From November 12th 
to 15th, the Northland 
School Division held its 
1991 fall conference. 
This year marks the 
30th anniversary of the 
division, which pro¬ 
vides educational serv¬ 
ices to 26 schools andis 
the largest school divi¬ 
sion in Alberta. 

In fact, the North¬ 
land School Division 
stretches right across 
the northern part of 
the province, serving 
communities that are 
situated north of Ed- 

cluded in a regional 
school division’s juris¬ 
diction. These commu¬ 
nities have a predomi¬ 
nantly Native popula¬ 


te 





Augustana 
University College 


formerly Camrose Lutheran University CoDege 

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
ACADEMIC UPGRADING 

(Basic and High School Level Subjects) 

SECRETARIAL SCIENCE 
Computer Application & Operations 

Daytime and Evening 

Department of Continuing Education 

4901-46 Ave., Camrose, Alberta T4V 2R3 
Phone: (403) 679-1169,679-1198 



amples include Fort 
Chipewyan, Fort 
Mackay, Desmarais, 

Janvier, Little Buffalo, 
and Atikameg. 

The 1991 fall confer¬ 
ence was held at the 
Jasper Park Lodge, in 

the town of Jasper. Approximately 700 people wide spectrum of topics were covered, and a 
attended, and this included employees of North- sample would include “Native Learning Style”, 
land School Division — such as teachers, para- “The Importance of Elders and How to Utilize 
professionals, and custodial staff — as well as Them in the Classroom”, “Using Culturally 
members from the Local School Board Commit- Relevant Teaching Materials”, “First Nation 
tees, guests from other school divisions, and Alternative Education - Band Control”, “Global 
guests from Native communities from as far Education", and “The Spirit of Curriculum 
away as British Columbia. Development - A Native Perspective.” 

Tuesday, November 12th was taken up with A sweatlodge held on Wednesday afternoon 
guest registration, along with an administrator’s was attended by a number of people, and was 
meeting in the evening, and a meeting of elders well-received. 

and group session presenters and facilitators. On Wednesay evening, entertainment was 
The morning of Wednesday, November 13th provided by Metis dancers from Conklin and 
featured a pipe and sweetgrass ceremony, and Susa Creek, and by Dale Awasis and his son, 
an opening and honor song. Welcome addresses who are hoop dancers from Fort Mackay. There 
were given by Frank Chalifoux, the Chairman of was also a Tea Dance, featuring the Rocky 
the Northland School Division Board of Trus- Mountain drummers from Susa Creek. On 
tees, and by Colin Kelly, the Superintendent of Thursday evening, a dance was held at the 
Schools for the division. community hall in Jasper. The conference 

The keynote address for the conference was wrapped up Friday afternoon with a luncheon 
given by Elijah Harper, the NDP MLA from and presentation of awards, and a closing song 
Manitoba who played a pivotal role in the 1990 and pipe ceremony. 

blockingoftheMeechLakeAccord. Mr.Harper’s Steven Lall, Supervisor of Human Resources 
address was entitled “The Importance of Educa- and School Programs for the Northland School 
tion to Native People in the '90’s.” Division, said that based on comments on the 

Group sessions began on Wednesay afternoon, evaluations received from attendees, “People 
and continued through until noon on Friday. A felt this was one of the best conferences ever." 


Grande 
Cache 
School 
District 
No. 5258 

P.O. Box 591, Grande Cache 

Alberta Telephone: (403) 827-3970 

TOE OYO Fax: (403) 827-5492 

May the (peat Spirit 
give us guidance 
for a safe holiday season 
and a happy, healthy New fear 



NO. 11N EDUCATION 


Wishing You Peace, Health and Happim 
in this Joyous Season 
and throughout the New Year 


Native Education Advisory Committee 



COUNTY OF 
PARKLAND 
NO. 31 

Public Schools 

P. O. Bag 250 
STONY PLAIN 
ALBERTA TOE 2G0 
963-2231 


Best Wishes for 
a Happy, 
Healthy 
and Safe 
Holiday Season 



Wetaskiwin 
School District No. 
264 

4710-55 Street 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta T9A 3B7 

Phone 352-6018 
FAX 352-8250 


Kg 


Best Wishes from the 

Administration, Staff 

and 

Board of Trustees 
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LEGACY OF INDIAN TREATIES IN CLASSROOMS 


by Cathy Dean 

Legacy of Indian Treaties, a book 
which will introduce Grade 10 students 
in Alberta to the history and 
implications of the Indian treaties has 
recently been added to the educational 
curriculum. 

“The contribution of Native people to 
history and to society is being 
increasingly recognized in publications 
over the past few decades,” says Richard 
Price, author of the book. While he feels 
there is still a long way to go, Price 
believes that awareness is increasing 
and more publications are forthcoming 
which will present the Native 
perspective. 

“Thi s is important so that both Native 
and non-Native students will have all 
the facts brought to their attention. 
Native people also need the recognition 
so their roots are established, their 
very identity is felt, and therefore their 
self-esteemis assured by acknowledging 
their very important place in our 
history,” the University of Alberta 
associate professor of Native studies 
says. 

Price credits the increased awareness 
to a combination of historical reasons 
and increased government action. “The 
public is becoming more aware of the 
issues. While events such as Oka 
certainly raise that public awareness, 
it started long before that,” he states. 

Price was involved in studies in the 
1970s which had been done through 
the Treaty and Aboriginal Rights 
Research, a branch of the Indian 
Association of Alberta. “ ‘Legacy’ was 
an effort to synchronize the research 


done in the last 20 years and to 
rethink the issues,” he says. 

An example of major implications 
which are studied in the book is the 
effect of the fur trade on Aboriginal 
people. “There was a mutual respect 
between the first traders and the 
Indian people which wasn’t carried 
on with colonization,” he explains. 

Another important aspect of the 
book is the contribution of the elders. 
“Both the oral and written histories 
were included in the research,” he 
says, adding that it is vital we get the 
words of the elders down in print, 
while they can still tell us the time- 
honoured stories. 

Legacy of Indian Treaties also 
looks at policy changes concerning 
land claims in recent years. “And 
students are asked to consider 
whether post-secondary education 
and self-government are treaty 
rights, as well,” he says. 

The book is in addition to other text 
books that have been added to 
different grades over the past few 
years. ‘The Alberta government has 
increased its efforts to provide more 
publications through its Native 
education policies,” he says. 

While he hopes to remain involved 
with similar projects in the future, 
Price is currently looking forward to 
a sabbatical next year. 

“There are interesting studies 
waiting to be done on the Maori 
people of New Zealand and how they 
responded to treaties in ways similar 
to the Canadian Indian people,” he 
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE 

OF NATIVE STUDIES AND APPLIED RESEARCH 



CALL FOR DISPLAYS 

• ATTENDANCE: 800-1000 

• TARGET GROUPS: Metis Community Leaders, Educators, 
Metis students, Government Departments, teachers, 

(acuity, librarians, elders, veterans. 

• THEME: Steps In Time 
The Gabriel Dumont Institute's 12th Annual 
cultural and education conference. 


• DATES: January 30, 31 and February 1, 1992. 

• LOCATION: Saskatoon Inn, Saskatoon, SK. 

• Metis and Indian DISPLAYS invited on: 

1) Education and Library 2) Organizations 
3) Arts/Crafts 4) Entrepreneurial 


Fees are $200, plus G.S.T., for commercial, educational and craft 
organizations and $50, plus G.S.T., for non-profit organizations. Plus 
Draw Prizes. 

• Tradition... This is the 12th annual Cultural and Education Confer¬ 
ence where Gabriel Dumont Institute listens to what the people have 

• What They Said.worthwhile —100%..well organized 

90%.good, very good — 97%... 

...able to participate — 90%... 

...previous presentations 
(good, very good) 100%. 

FOR MORE INFORMA TION 
OR TO BOOK DISPLAY 
SPACE PLEASE CONTACT: 



, ..y Education is the Key to a Better Tomorrow 

\sy/\ 

YELLOWHEAD 

if 

SCHOOL DIVISION 

LiLh 

Best Wishes for Christmas 
to the students and families 

from the Board of Trustees 
and the Native Advisory Committee 


May the Creator Guide Your Footsteps 
this Christmas Season 
and Throughout The Year to Conte 


Native Education Co-ordinator 


COUNTY OF WHEATLAND No. 16 

P. O. BOX 90 STRATHMORE, ALBERTA TOJ 3H0 PHONE: 934-3321 


Seasons’s 'greetings and wannest wishes for the holiday 
and the coming year 



fWiyo Wahkohtowin 'Community Education Authority 
(Board of ©irectors, Administration and School Staff 
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Member of Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
Obtains Doctor of Education Degree 




''G k .TOU* d^U.' 

she graduated Grade 13 at Chippewa Assembly of First Nations and various Frist 
Secondary School; she went on to Nations on First Nations education. 
Laurentian University in Sudbury, Emily began her Doctor of Education studies 
Ontario, where she completed a Bachelor in 1987 and completed all her academic work on 
of Arts degree in Sociology; she proceeded September6,1991,whenshesuccessfullypassed 
on to the teacher education program at the oral defense of her thesis. On November 21, 
Nipissing University where she graduated 1991, she officially obtained her doctorate degree 
with a Bachelor of Education degree in 1975. during the Fall Convocation at the University of 
While working as a teacher and vice principal at Toronto. 

Emily Jane Fanes, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. the Moose Factory school, she enroled in a Dr. Faries now has her own consulting firm 
Edward Fanes Sr. of the Moose Factory Cree Master’s program at the University of Toronto in and works as an education consultant and 
Nation ofJames Bay, Ontario, recently graduated which she completed her Master of Education advisor to various Aboriginal groups across 
with a Doctor of Education degree from the degree in 1984. After receiving her master’s Canada 
Umversity of Toronto. degree, Emily worked on contract for the 

Emily received her elementary schooling in 
her home community of Moose Factory and went 
on to high school in North Bay, Ontario, where 


Emily Jane Faries 


A Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year to all our 
Indian and Metis Clients and Friends. A Special Thank You to 
all First Nations for their Patronage, from 

Stewart and Associates 

Trainers and Consultants 


mmss 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAINING 
Contact: Larry Stewart, Program Consultant 

Phone (705) 476-2577 Fax: (705) 497-7839 
Toll Free: 1-800-267-2577 


Kayas Cultural m 
Centre Ir 

Little Red River Board 
of Education 

May the Creator bless you this Season 
and fill you with strength and purpose for the year ahead 
from 

Board of Directors and Staff 

Kayas Cultural Centre 

Box 1830, High Level, Alberta T0H 1Z0 


SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN FEDERATED COLLEGE 
University of Regina 


Call or write: SIFC Information Service 
118 College West, University of Regina 
Regina, SK S4S 0A2 



Wishing 
you a 

Safe and Peaceful 
Holiday Season 


& 


Fairview College 


Committed to Lifelong 
Learning 


( 403 ) 926-2573 
( 403 ) 835-6600 



ATHABASCA AinOMQTHIEUB. 

Wishing You Peace and Joy a 


• CIL Auto Paint • Jonsered Chain Saws 

• Hydraulic Hose & Fittings 

675-2951 5206 - 50th Avenue, ATHABASCA, AB 


m 
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Alberta 

Vocational College 

- EDMONTON - 

sends Christmas Greetings 
to all the native students 
in our programs at 


Alexis Reserve 
Alexander Reserve 
Enoch Reserve 
City ofWetaskiwin 
Spruce Grove 

A 

Best Wishes 
for a safe and 
Happy Holiday Season. 


A alberta 
vocational 
▼ college 

edmonton 


Season's Greetings from 


Vos Printing & Design Ltd. 


Business Cards 
Letterheads 
Envelopes 

Computer Forms 


Chilly's 
Hair & Beauty 


School Special: 

Children - $10.00, Ladies - $15.00, Men - $10.00 
(includes shampoo & blow-dry) 


#204, 4th Avenue, Slave Lake, Alberta TOG 2A0 

(403) 849-3663 for appointment 


ST. PAUL —EDUCATION 


May the peace, joy and love W; 

of this Christmas Season N 
Be with you throughout the coming year 


from educators, cultural support 
organizations and Boards of Education 
St. Paul Native Education Project 


hool District No. 




Aboriginal Students^ 
Graduate ' 


edmonton 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 



Please cO-sl 
recycle 

this paper (jufj 


Seven Aboriginal students have recently 
graduated from the Wildlife Management 
Technology Program at the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology (NAIT). 

The Aboriginal graduates of the Wildlife 
Management Technology Program are receiving 
Biological Sciences Diplomas. In addition to a 
solid grounding in the theory of resource 
management, the students gained important 
practical experience through their two summer 
practicums. 

In the practicums, the students worked for 
such organizations as the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, Environment Canada — 
National Parks Service, Ducks Unlimited, the 
Provincial Museum, Alberta Fish and Wildlife 
and Calgary City Police. 

Dr. Don Pattie, co-ordinator of Wildlife 
Management at NAIT says “For the students, 
the experience gained and the practical 
knowledge acquired was invaluable, while 
comments from the organizations who had 


taken summer students were typically positive. 
Students’ performances have been exemplary.” 

Garry Wouters, Regional Director General of 
INAC - Alberta Region is pleased that the 
initiative was successful and would like to see 
similar co-operative efforts for training 
Aboriginal students. “The success of the 
graduates in both the post-secondary education 
and work assignments, once again demonstrates 
to other Aboriginal students as well as to 
governments the contribution young Aboriginal 
people can make. It is particularly timely, as the 
field of resource management and development 
is growing and there is demand for trained 
personnel in these areas in Alberta.” 

The Wildlife Management Technology Program 
was a two-year pilot project set up through the 
combined efforts oflndian and Northern Affairs 
Canada (INAC), Alberta Region, and NAIT. The 
program was jointly funded by INAC and 
Employment and Immigration Canada (EIC). 
Over a two-year period INAC contributed 
$90,898 and EIC $142,766. 



CBeslOAIistas 
{oitCtelmasandllie 
Jlew ym. 1992 


Honourable 
JIM DINNING 
Education Minister 
M.L.A. 


402 LEGISLATURE BUILDING, EDMONTON, 
ALBERTA T5K2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-2025 



FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 

Kawitamakowinawaw misawac tansi kShcinJ mina 
nanatohk kesi wlrihkawinawaw mina 
katipamakwawinawaw ispt tSpemoyeko. 

Kispin kisawemawawak awasisak mina namoya 
kitayimStenawaw opikinawasowin, pe pikiskwek: 
Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 


Complete training, support and reimbursement 





PEACE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION No. 10 


Wishing a joyful 
Christmas season 
to the students and their families 
in the Peace River area 


DIVISIONAL OFFICE 
P.O.BOX 6960 

PEACE RIVER, ALBERTA T8S1S7 
Phone (403) 624-3601 
Fax (403) 624-5941 
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Healing 



Walk Sober Kicks Off 
Successful Week 


Indian people must find the strength within 
themselves to solve their own problems, says 
Canada’s top Native leader. “And we cannot 
make choices about future issues such as self 
government if we are not healthy in every way,” 
Ovide Mercredi told the crowd of more than 1800 
who assembled at the Alberta Legislature 
grounds on November 18. 

The grand chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations also noted that Indian people especially 
have had too much turmoil in their lives. “We 
must come out of our suffering with a clear mind 
and vision, not clouded by drugs and alcohol. We 
have important changes to consider in 
future,” he said. 

Mercredi and the participants had just 

Awareness Week (NAAW). Co-ordinated by the 
Nechi Institute on Alcohol and Drug Education, 



m 


New Dawn 
Valley Centre Inc. 


Open the doors to a chemical free lifestyle 
Box 188, Fort Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan SOG ISO 
Phone: (306) 332-5637 Referrals: (306) 332-5028 


•‘"Vl 


STONEV MEDICINE LODGE 
TREATMENT CENTRE OF 
ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE 




NATIVE ALCOHOLISM 
RECOVERY CENTRE 

Wtfkxf A Statist/Ckrtstxv atJaHapfy adPtaufriNut ^tar 

( 403 ) 932-5333 


Wishing You A Merry Christmas and A 
Happy and Peaceful New Year 

The Board of Directors and Staff 

JIMMY WOLF TAIL 
MEMORIAL 
SOCIETY irj! 
(403)965-3773 ^§$0 

« 73, Brocket, Alberta T0K OHO 


‘May Our Creator fid your 9-tome and 
your Mean ‘With. 'Btessings, 
and Quide ‘your footsteps in the year to Come 

from 

The Board of Directors, Management & Staff 

KAPOWN CENTRE 


- Chemical dependency services directed I 

- Minimum 6 week residential program. 

- “Total Person" Concept utilized 

- Continuous intake. 

- 24-hour in-patient care 

- Patients are required to have 

- personal grooming items 

- suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor i 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and i 

- valid Health Care Card 


people 16 years of age and older. 



General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 

Phone: (403) 751-3921 


C °ming Ash 0< ® 



At tie Holiday Season, 
our- thoughts turn gratefully to those 
who laoe made our progress possible, 
tt is in this spirit megive our lasting Support 
in tie continued battle against alcohol and drug abuse, 
greetings front 

■ POUNDMAKER’S LODGE ■ 

• POUNDMAKER’S ADOLESCENT TREA TMENT CENTRE • 
• NECHI INSTITUTE • 

Board ol Directors • Executive Directors 
Stall ■ Clients • Trainees 
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Ambitious Project Attempts to Find Former Patients 


by Cathy Dean 
The Provincial Museum of Alberta is 
attempting to track down former patients of the 
Camsell Hospital. 

“For over three decades, Native people from all 
over Canada’s north were sent to the Charles 
Camsell Hospital in Edmonton when they were 
sick,” explains Lisa Staples. The patients were 
often required to spend several months, or even 
years, at the hospital convalescing from long¬ 
term illnesses such as tuberculosis. 

“In an effort to pass time, and to help them 
keep close to their culture, the patients often 
turned to doing handicrafts. The Camsell 
obtained the materials and encouraged the 
people to pursue traditional crafts," explains 
Staples. 

The Camsell sold many pieces through its gift 
shop, with proceeds returning to the artisan. As 
well, it had over 400 pieces in its own collection. 

“That collection was turned over to the 
Provincial Museum soon after the operation of 
the hospital went from the federal to the 
provincial government a few years ago,” says 
Staples. 

With the aid of a grant from the Edmonton 
Community Foundation, Staples is attempting 
to locate any of the patients involved in the 
Camsell’s craft program. “Even if they didn’t 
have an item left in the collection but were just 
involved for a while during their stay here, we 
would like to talk to them,” explains the project 
co-ordinator. 

Staples sent notices to band offices, friendship 
centres and craft co-operatives all over western 
Canada. Since her first notices went out in July, 
she has heard from eight former Inuit patients, 
and has enjoyed talking to several of them. 

“We not only want to identify some of the 
artisans, we welcome their input in telling us 
what it was like, being hospitalized so far from 
home, and some of the cross-cultural experiences 



Best wishes for a joyful Christmas season x 

AAA “TRIPLE A” 

DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 

Blaine F. J. Casslos 
Certified Dental Mechanic (Denturlst) 

(403) 424-9645 

806 Empire Building, 10080 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1V9 


they had,” she says. So far she had been unable 
to track down any Indian patients. 

The home communities of the patients ranged 
from the high Arctic to just north of the American 
border. “We often had 
Indian people tryingtheir 
hand at soapstone 
carvings, and Inuit ladies 
embroidering symbols 
representative of the 
Indian culture,” she 
explains. 

Eventually a selected 
showcase of the items will 
be on display at 
Edmonton’s municipal 
airport. “There are lots of 
people going to and from the north through that 
airport, and it is our hope that they will see their 
work. And as many admiring travellers will be 
interested as well,” she says. 

The collection is diverse and includes gauntlets, 
beadwork, embroidery, fish nets, ulus, knives, 
carvings of soapstone, antler and wood, metal 
embossed copper articles and numerous 
paintings. ‘The staff at the Camsell had to be 
quite ingenious at finding materials, especially 
those hard to find items like soapstone,” she 
says. Antler was obtained from Elk Island Park, 
and wood, by far the most plentiful material, was 
often obtained from scrap heaps at various 
lumber yards around Edmonton. 

Besides the current project, Staples is finding 
many other interesting aspects of the patients 
and their years spent in the Camsell are arising. 
“I helped one lady who needed to hear about her 
grandfather’s stay here many years ago. I guess 
we helped her to understand a part of his life 
about which he had told them little,” she says. 
Some patients, of course, never returned home 
but rest in a cemetery north of Edmonton. 

As well, the effects of lengthy stays are coming 
to the surface. “One man stayed eleven years. 
And children often literally grew up at the 
Camsell,” she says. Staples suggests an 
enterprising university student could find lots of 
material for a thesis among the facts pertaining 
to the Native patients at the Camsell. 


Walk Sober 

Continued from Page 35 

music is a blend of traditional Native rhythms 
and hard-edged rock and roll,” says Mayo. 

Other activities held throughout the week 
included a memorial service honouring those 
who had lost their lives through substance 
abuse. The service was held at Poundmaker’s 
Lodge, with Edmonton gospel singer Ernie 
Gambler and his band presenting the musical 

Gambler himself has a soft spot in his heart for 
those suffering from drug and alcohol abuse and 
the families of those affected. “I’ve been there 
myself,” he says. 

A candlelight vigil left scarcely a dry eye in the 
auditorium, says Roy Bighead, Poundmaker 
counsellor. He urges all who are suffering from 
addictions to come forward and ask for help. “We 
at Poundmaker’s are always here, morning or 
night,” he says. 

An open house and round dance at Nechi/ 
Poundmaker’s Lodge, an open Alcoholic 
Anonymous meeting, displays at WestEdmonton 
Mall and a sober dance at George and Jana’s 
rounded out a full week. 

National Addictions Awareness Week has 
grown from a scant 25 Native communities in its 
first year, 1987. An increase of over 1000 percent 
increase now includes many non-Native 
communities as well. “The response this year 
has been fantastic,” says Mayo. 

Nechi’s Executive Director Maggie Hodgson 
agrees. “It seems to have struck a chord in 
communities. It is a time when people can join 
together to celebrate the joys of sobriety and 
good health,” she says. It’s informative, inspiring, 
it’s open to everyone, and above all, it’s fun, she 



I Feeling under the weather? 

I Got a cold you just can't shake? 
I Maybe you need some Herbal 
I Supplements in your diet! 

M Let us guide you through your 
I Herbal experience. 

I Practising Herbologi 


flay tktBlwsirys oft Hcaltli, asJ 
Pros parity Ft witk yen tka year 
tkrouyk, CoirpFmcnts oy~ 

I Louise - 

l Nature Soleil 

624-3539 

I Johanna 
f Northern Health 
624-4778 
Let Us Help!! I 



Happy Holidays 

KITIGAN ZIBI 
HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 

P. 0. BOX 160, 

8 KIKINAMAGE MIKAN 
MANIWAKI, QUEBEC J9E3B4 


THE SALVATION ARMY 

located at 5010 - 51st Avenue 
] Wetaskiwin, AB 

uL Marry Ckristmns 

[A 

5+a fa” 

IJj The Salvation Army 

k9, “others helping us to help others" 
T Captains Bob & Maureen Townson 


May Peace, Goodwill and Happiness 
follow you through 1992 

LA RONGE NATIVE 
WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
INC. 


( 306 ) 425-3900 


Box 888 

La Ronge, Saskatchewan S0J1L0 


NORTHWESTERN 
HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL SERVICES 


Reporting to the Director of Nursing, the Emergency 
Nurse will manage the department utilizing well 
developed assessment skills to provide quality patient 
care. She/he will ensure that the department functions 
as an integral part of the hospital. Quality Assurance 
and Infection Control v. .. 


The successful candidate must have several years of 
related experience, be eligible for registration with 
AARN, possess a current BCLS Certificate and have 


Location: 

Incentive Bonus: 
Closing date: 
Competition Number: 


rt Vermilion 

$18.53 to $22.73 per hour 
$0.59 per hour 
December 20,1991 
91-08-04 


We also require: 

COMMUNITY HEALTH/HOME CARE NURSES 

• Eligible for registration with AARN 

• Minimum of two years experience in nursing 

• Bachelors Degree in nursing or nursing diploma with 
course work and experience in Public Health/Home 


• Team player with ab 


rk independently 


• Desire to provide quality care 

Salary Range: $37,481 to $45,977 annually 

(based on 38.75 hours per week) plus an incentive 

Subsidized accommodation and relocation assistance 


Northwestern Health and Social Services 
P. O. Bag 400, High Level, Alberta T0H 1Z0 
Phone: (403) 926-4922 Fax 926-4149 




































Alberta Native News December, 1991 


37 


Teme-Augama _ 

Anishnabai Struggle 



“And... here I will pray” 

Here Island- 

Mi) ihe darkness of this night 
I hold what was given to me 
The Grandfathers must know this is right 
With the discipline stick on my left 
HieBear Claws onmjrighl 
lam honoured by my Indian name 
“Eagle Boy!” 

As 1 would pray of thanking the Great Spirit 
My hope of traditional faith 
Has been most kind within my pat 
Where there is darkness there is light. 

Andlwill nothold back 
Hratmylearsmayflow 
Into le waters of Mother Earth. 

"Dear Grandfathers!" 

Perhaps this illness was handed to me. 

To Learn of Respects love and Hope 
Will guide me well to my destiny. 

The spirit of many loving people 
Has nurtured me well. 

Mycullurestandsfirsl 
My illness wasmy past 

Andlwill not hold back 
Thalmylearsmaynow 
Into the arms of Mother Earth 
And here I will. pray. 

—Ken Ward, Bioch Band. 


Continued from page 21 

There are historical documents backing up 
the Teme-Augama Anishnabai’s claim that 
they did not sign the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 
For example, in 1899, a commissioner with the 
federal government, after a trip through the 
area, concluded that the Temagami Indians (as 
the Teme-Augama Anishnabai were known 
then) and their lands were not part of the 
Robinson-Huron Treaty. 

However, in 1901, the Ontario government 
established the Temagami Forest Reserve, which 
included Teme-Augama Anishnabai lands — 
without providing for the Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai’s claim to a reserve. 

In 1907, Chief Francois White Bear and Chief 
Alex Paul wrote to the Indian agent, once more 
requesting a reserve, and included a petition 
from members of the Teme-Augama Anishna¬ 
bai. Three years later, in 1910, White Bear 
wrote to the Indian department in Ottawa, once 
again requesting a reserve. He also indicated 
that his people had “to get permission from the 
Chief Fire Ranger to cut even firewood” and 
could not “cut timber for building purposes.” 

Chiefs White Bear and Paul kept up their 


requests for a reserve, but by 1920, logging was 
being allowed in the lands of the Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai. Then, in 1929, the Ontario govern¬ 
ment sent notices to some Natives requesting 
rental payments for land they occupied on Bear 
Island, in Lake Temagami. 

The Teme-Augama Anishnabai protested this, 
and also put forth additional requests for a re¬ 
serve. In a 1939 letter to a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment, Chief Alex Mattias wrote that the band 
had unanimously decided to move from Bear 
Island to Austin Bay, as soon as a suitable site 
was set aside. However, the Ontario government 
indicated that this area held valuable timber 
resources, and stated that a portion of Bear 
Island should be allocated to the Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai. 

Sources: 

-Material supplied by the Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai 

- Last Ditch Defence of a Priceless Homeland, 
by Chief Gary Potts, Teme-Augama Anish¬ 
nabai; pp. 203-228 in: “Drumbeat: Anger and 
Renewal in Indian Country”; ed. by Boyce 
Richardson, published by Summerhill Press, 
c. 1989 by Assembly of First Nations; 302 pp. 


fedun’s mineral 


id. 


QJhe reverence 

j, Dy conducting every detail oi ou 

HI fl mpntnru service with appropriate dignity. 

uj a niAfiiiui y. .. M0DERN FAC | LmES & spacious chapel 


is always uppermost in our minds. 
We understand the grief of losing 
a loved one and respect that grief 
by conducting every detail of our 


A Blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year to one and all \ 

, 632-3822, 

24 HOURS 
LINE 632-2883 

AVENUE, VEGREVILLE, ALBERTA 


Our Very Pest Wishes for A Happy, Healthy and 
Peaceful Holiday Season to all of Canada's first Ofations 


WRIGLEY 
_ „ , DENE 
BAND 


IMMiiHialiii 


Band No. 756 

General Delivery. Wrigley. N.W.T. XOE 1E0 

(403) 581-3321/(403) 581-3581 FAX (403) 581-3229 
From - 

Chief: Alma L. Ekenale 

Councillor: Elsie Hardisty Councillor: Mike Canadien 
Councillor: Ed Hardisty Councillor: Wilson Pellissey 

Councillor: Martha Drake Councillor: Richard Ekenale 
Band Manager: Joseph Nayally 
Financial Comptroller: Lorayne Moses 
Band Secretary: Mary Alice Cli 
Recreation Co-ordinator: Richard Ekenale 

Facility Maintainer: Robert Nayally_ 


---- 

Hay the Spirit of Christmas warm your home this ft) c.v 

Holiday Season and continue throughout the coming year 

Hobbema Indian 
Health Services 



• BOARD MEMBERS • DENTAL 

•ADMINISTRATION -PHARMACY 

• COMMUNITY HEALTH DEPT. • SPEECH THERAPY 

• MEDICAL CLINIC -HOME CARE SERVICES 

• DIALYSIS 
•X-RAY 

• LABORATORY 

• NAYO-SKAN HUMAN RESOURCES 

• RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

• DRUG AND ALCOHOL SERVICES 

HOBBEMA INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

BOX 100, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1N0 

PH: (403) 585-3830 FAX: (403) 585-2203 

EDMONTON DIRECT 421-9358 
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Tee Pee Church 

by Sister Bernadette Gautreau, 

Pastoral Associate 

Since its grand opening festivities on Sunday, 
June 30th, {see Alberta Native News, July 1991) 
St. Joseph’s Teepee Church in John D’Or Prairie 
Cree Reserve has set its sights on becoming the 
spiritual centre for the 600 member Christian 
community located 140 km. east of High Level. 

Ten years ago, many involved and concerned 
persons gathered to form a fund-raising com¬ 
mittee focused on building a very unique and 
culturally symbolic church... a teepee church. 

Today the church is an impressive white 
structure reaching 60 feet into the prairie sky 
with a 60 foot diameter and a seating capacity of 
300. To look up at the magnificent cedar ceiling 
is an awesome sight indeed, and to think that all 
the work was done by local community initiative 
brings forth feelings of pride. 

This initiative continues in many ways. 

During the summer months of July and Au¬ 
gust, the church was used every Sunday, even if 
the priest and sisters were absent, as members 
of the community met in praise and worship. In 
September, this same initiative assured that the 
church property was fenced, with the plan to 
landscape with trees, grass and flowers in the 
spring. In October, the committee organized a 
bingo and a rummage sale in view of purchasing 
pews or chairs as seating in the church. 

The worship teepee is kept impeccable clean, 
thanks to the care of volunteer families who 
have each chosen a month to be responsible for 
the maintenance of the church. The decorations 
and hangings were also all donated by members 
of the community. One can see beautiful Navaho 
woven blankets or pow-wow shawls covering 
the walls, altars and lectern. A medicine wheel, 
drum and pipe comfortably hang alongside a 
painting of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, a chain 
of rosary beads and a statue of the Blessed 



is Focal Point of Caring 




Mother. Native incense of diamond willow fun¬ 
gus, cedar,or sweetgrassisusedforpurification 
but so is holy water, and this is not conflictive for 
Native people. 

The Grade 5 students from the Band run 
school demonstrate their creative talents by 
decorating the plain glass windows with intri¬ 
cate patterns cut from colored tissue thereby 
producing beautiful “stained glass” windows 
that can be changed with the seasons and the 
holidays. 

As Christmas approaches, more community 


involvement will be called forth as preparations 
for worship and celebration begin. Truly, the 
new teepee church in John D’Or Prairie has be¬ 
come the focal point for Christian testimony of 
caring, sharing and respect for the people of this 

Please note: Donations are gratefully accepted 
to help purchase chairs or pews for the new 
church. Receipts for tax purposes can be issued 
if so requested. 


The Board, Administration 
Medical & Nursing Staff 
of 


Stanton 

Yellowknife 

Hospital 


May the joy and happiness 
of the holiday season 
warm your homes the 
whole year through 


CARDSTON MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL 

144 - 2nd Street West, P. O. Box 1440 
Cardston, Alberta T0K 0K0 
Tel: (403) 653-4411 



‘Wittozv Counselling Services Inc. 


The goal of the program is to enhance the counsel¬ 
ling skills of Native support workers involved with 
Native people, eg. CHR’s, Alcohol Counsellors, 
Social Service Workers and Child Care Workers. 

DATE: Begins March 4, 1992 

REQUIREMENTS: Treaty Status 

Two years post-secondary education in human 

services field. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: January 24, 1992 
Forfuriherinformalion and an admissions package call: 

“Willow Counselling Services Inc. 

PHONE: (403) 467-4646 FAX: (403) 449-4411 


Wishing fou and‘fours A 
kglf fiappf Healthif and Safe Nolidaif Season 

BLOOD TRIBE 
PHARMACY 


• Prescriptions 

• Baby Needs 

• Health & Beauty 
Products 


737-3810 


Staff - Joanna and Cheryl 


IRSh 


Season's Greetings 

from 

Wasakaw Pisim 

Circle of the Sun 
Native Counselling 
Program 






^Pincfizr 

<cA/[unicLfia[ o 6.fiitaH 


Happy Christmas... 
Best Wishes 
for the New Year! 
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Connunity Profile 


Alexander Tribal Government 


Alberta Native News salutes the Alexander 
Tribal Government for their many achievements 
and efforts in community development 

Today is an exciting time for us all in Alexander. 

We have decided that we will announce to the 
rest of society that we are in the midst of creating 
a progressive movement towards a healthier 
lifestyle. We announce to you our many 
achievements in Alexander. Just for a moment, 
let’s look at some of the stereotyping we have had 
to endure—“lazy, drunken Indians,” “no good for 
nothing,” and “the only good Indian is a dead 
Indian.” These stereotypes have been very 
damaging. Today, we challenge those stereotypes. 

We are looking beyond “negative” attitudes. 

As a reserve we have limited resources. In spite 
of that we have come a long way. We are proud to 
advise you that we have a community that 
consists of: Our Chief, six Councillors, Administration, Economi 
Development, Education, Health Services, Social Development 

O'V.n M_ A _1 1 —1 rv_:i„_ 


This year we celebrated our 4th Annual 
National Addictions Awareness Week. Activities 
were held with a goal to promote family fun 
without consuming alcohol.Personal 
development awareness is promoted and 
encouraged amongst community members. 
Men’s and women’s support groups and lifeskills 
groups are ongoing. One-to-one and group 
counselling are provided as well. There is an 
Annual Recognition Night in May for all sober 
people in our community. A Youth Recreation 
Co-ordinator was hired las t July to plan activities 
for our youth. As a result, after 3 months 
operation parents and youth are expressing 
their appreciation that there is a decrease in 
incidences relating to alcohol and drugs. 

Community programs are encouraged to 
participate in school. As a result, there is 
improved communication amongst students, 
teachers and other staff. 

_ Last year we started the construction of a 

brand new school building. This $6,000,000 (six 
million dollars) facility is the culmination of our 
dreams. In 1981, Alexander took over Local 
Control of our education system. Since then, we have hired our own 

-, - -, -- -c-sgf -— -— teachers, researched and developed our curriculum, elected a school board 

Public Works. The Alexander reserve is located 40 (forty) miles northwest to operate our school and essentially have full authority to operate a school 
of Edmonton. Our on-reserve population is 700 (seven hundred) people, system to meet our needs. These steps were necessitated by our 
Approximately 300 (three hundred) community members live off reserve, dissatisfaction with the education system at that time. As of last June, we 
Fortunately for us, our leadership allows us the freedom to manage our have twelve Grade 12 graduates. We also have other graduates (BSW, 
operations according to the needs of the community. In tandem to that we B.Ed., BA, Health Administration and one student currently studying 
also strive to maintain our cultural identity. law). 

Although our community has suffered many dysfunctions, we have In 1983, Alexander won national recognition for Community 
learned some important lessons. We have not been spared the agony of Development. Three of our community members went to India to 
suicides, alcohol and drug related accidents, family violence or any other represent Alexander in an international exchange. This past October, we 
form of abuse. These behaviours are destructive and have caused us a lot were chosen as one of the host communities to welcome the Canada World 
of pain. However, we want to focus on the positive aspects of our 

community. Since 1979 over 100 (one hundred people) have completed Continued on Page 40 



e people- have 


'Wishing fou 1? Safe and Joyous Holiday Season 

Supporting our 
community in 
each and 
every way 

PEE-KIS-KWE-TAN “LET'S TALK" AGENCY 

General Delivery 

Wabasca, Alberta TOG 2KO 

Phone: (403) 891-3640 Fax: (403) 891-3626 




HEflVEV IfllET: 
PIRST 
nflTion 

May the Great Spirit 
Bring Peace 
and Prosperity 
to the First Nations 

General Delivery. Pickerel. Ontario POG IJO 


May The Peace, Joy And Love 
Of This Christmas Season 
Be With Yon Throughout 
The Coming Year 



Beaver Lake 
Wah-Pow 

Detox and 
Treatment Centre 

( 403 ) 623-2553 



SASKATOON OSH) TROCK PARTS CENTRE «. 


* NEW & USED PARTS FOR ONE TONS 
TO TANDEM DIESEL 

* USED TRUCKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

* CATERPILLAR, CUMMINS & DETROIT 

* REBUILDING & INSTALLATIONS 


NO CHARGE DIAL 


603 Ave. N South, Saskatoon 

( 306 ) 242-4214 


1-800-667-3023 
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Workshop To Focus on Cultivating Well-Being 


Early in the new year, Kathleen Henderson, in The workshop will be held at Life Rhythms 
conjunction with the Mother Earth Healing (10762 - 82nd Avenue) on three different days: 
Society, will present a workshop entitled Saturday, January 11th; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Looks-Within: Making Peace With the Mind. Sunday, January 12th; 10:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m. 
The workshop, tobeheldinEdmonton, willfocus Thursday, January 16th; 7:00 p m. to 10:00 p.m. 
on cultivating well-being from a traditional The fee for the workshop is $130.00, and there 
Native perspective. is a possibility of reimbursement for people with 

Treaty status. For further information on this, 
o register, you may phone Kathleen Hender- 


Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers & Solicitors 


_ (403) 431-0887. 

Kathleen Henderson is aprofessionally trained 
teacher who has several years of experience in a 
range of healing processes, and has studied with 
a Cree elder now living in Arizona. 

The Mother Earth Healing Society is an 
Edmonton-based environmental organization 
which bases its activities on traditional Native 
teachings. 


Alexander Tribal Government 


Continued from Page 39 

Youth. Venezuelans and other Canadians 
presently working in our community on 
exchange program. In February of 1990, 
opened up a service to welcome back 


interagency meetings and case conferencing 
provide a good cross section of ideas. Open 
houses are frequently encouraged amongst the 
Social Development, Health and Education 


handicapped children. We employ our community Programs. This allows an opportunity for 



members who are trained in special skills 
accommodate our handicapped. Because 
recognized the wisdom and knowledge that 
elders possess, we encourage the participation of encouraged 
our elders as advisors for our community. We Program. Today 
also recognized that we had to bring o '' ~ 

home. Many of our elders were 
deteriorating rapidly in facilities they 
accustomed to. Consequently we opened our 
Elders’ Home in 1985. 

To maintain our cultural identity, a drum and 
singing group was begun amongst our youth last 
year. This group will now be drawing upon the 


community members to voice their opinions and ■ 
' > ask questions in areas of interest. 
Privatization and entrepreneurship are! 

our Economic Development I 
we have a number of farmers. 
__ elders Gardens are a common sight in the community, 
literally We also have 300 head of buffalo and 50 head of 
”"<■ elk. In our Public Works department we have 
invested in our people by training them to 1 
qualify in trades (plumbers, electicians and ' 
carpenters). Our Social Development Program 
has trained foster care workers and child welfare 
committed to bring back oi 


elders’ wisdom by inviting the elders to children. These workers work very closely with 


participate with them. 

We believe that we must heal ourselves before 
we help heal anyone else. Our health program Tribal Council. This agency offers 
emphasizes on Role Modelling and Sobriety. Our opportunity to develop programs such 
health services workers have worked hard to " ’ ’ " ' * 

maintain a level of personal healing they are 
comfortable with. Our 


> the 1 



i: the I 

Social Services Agency (YTSA) and Yellowhead 
Crime Prevention Program. 

Last year our senior fastball team won the j 
lunizationprogram national fastball championship in Oklahoma, 
gives us the added U.S.A. These senior men advocated sobriety 
distinction of amongst their peers. Alcohol was off limits 

during practices and plays. To continue to 



It/istity tfou. 

APterr^ Christines 
And A 

Pappy., Pcadthy andPeacefrcd/Vew Pear 

fa" 

Chief: John W. Cardinal 


Raymond Scotty 
Terri Williams 


nunization amongst have worked hard to sponsor alcohol-free dances, 
our young. Adult We also have many talented artists in our 
immunization is also community. Some of our artists have enjoyed 
highlighted. Our entrepreneurship and profit through the sale of 
Health Department their products. 

produces a monthly We have been reluctant to “openly” tell the rest 
newsletter which is a of society that we have many accomplishments, 
constant source of For “blowing our own horn” is not a deed we feel 
communication comfortable with. However, in light of the 
advising community stereotyping that exists, we owe it to our 
members of the latest children. Our young must be more confident in 
news in Alexander. themselves. They will be faced with more 
Networking amongst challenges than we are faced with today, 
departments produces It is time for us to tell our story. We are not the 

common goals. This only community who has a success story to tell, 
provides for better We hope by doing this we can encourage other 
Native communities to do the same. 


Workshops, training. 


Elders, Staff and Band Members 

Peace, on earth., yoot/w/APtowardPfan... dude. 2;H 

I (403)629-3803 Fax: (403) 629-3898 | 

General Delivery, Cadotte, Alberta TOH 0N0 



Split Lake 
Cree 

First Nation 


Wishing Our Brothers and Sisters across the Na 
a Peaceful Christmas 
and a Bright and Prosperous New Year 


Chief Norman Flett 
Band Councillors and Band Members 


Split Lake, Manitoba ROB 1P0 
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JVSTICE 


LEONARD PELTIER'S 
IMPRISONMENT CONTINUES 


(The following 
is based on 
material * 
supplied by 
the Leonard 
Peltier *• 
Defense 
Committee 
(Canada)) 



Meanwhile, the legal labyrinth of Leonard 
Peltier’s case continues. An evidentiary hearing 
scheduled for July 29 of this year was cancelled, 
and two issues of evidence were ruled out. A 
more limited hearing was set for October 2nd, 
but then in September, that hearing was re¬ 
duced to an invitation to defense attorneys for 
oral arguments. 

Supporters of justice for Peltier include many 
organizations and individuals, such as Amnesty 
International, the Assembly of First Nations, 
the Native Council of Canada, the International 
Indian Treaty Council, the World Council of 
Churches, the Spanish Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion, South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
and Rev. Jesse Jackson, a past candidate for the 
Democratic U.S. presidential nomination. 

In Canada, Liberal MP Warren Allmand has , 
introduced into Parliament a number of private 


DOBKO, INNES & 
HOUGESTAL 

Barristers and Solicitors 


5007 - 50th Ave. 
Box 1588 
Valleyview, AB 
TOH 3N0 
(403) 524-5535 
Fax: (403) 524-3955 




#201,9914- 109 Ave. 
Grande Praire, 
Alberta 
T8V 1R6 
(403) 539-6200 
Fax: (403) 532-9052 


Leonard Peltier, the former activist with the member’s bills seeking to annul Peltier’s extra- $ 
American Indian Movement (AIM), has been in- dition. NDP MP Jim Fulton has also introduced vf 
carcerated for nearly sixteen years, and remains a private member’s bill calling for an annulment 
the subject of one of the most controversial law of the extraditioi 


in the United States. 


A hard-hitting book entitled In the Spirit of 


As a member of AIM, Peltier had been involved Crazy Horse , which deals in detail with Peltier’s 
inanumberofprotestactivities.InJuneof!975, case, has been re-released, after two libel si' 


Dakota, ostensibly to charge a Native n 


.ward-winning film Platoon, among others) is 

Jimmy Eagle, with stealing a pair of cowboy producing a feature length film about Peltier’s flf* 

hoots. The event! escalated tn where the flrpn wns <■«» a nd actor Robert Redford’s production {h Qje Camrose City Police Department 

, has , completed a documentary «> " HLJ& 


company h 


boots. The event escalated to where the: 

soon surrounded by armed personnel. __ __,__ _. 

In the battle that ensued, FBI agents Williams which is slated for release in early 1992. Peltier’: 
and Coler were killed, as was a Native named case was also featured 
Joe Stuntz. Peltier and a number of others fled in September on the 
from the scene, and Peltier ended up taking highly-acclaimed 



i Hint 


extradited to the U.S., Minutes, as 


3 tried and sentenced t 


Alberta, and 
where he w 

consecutive life terms in prison. Allegations lications and docu- 
that the trial was fraught with wrongdoings— mentaries. 
such as the suppression of evidence critical to 
Peltier’s innocence—have persisted, as have 
calls for a new trial. 

Peltier has launched two unsuccessful appeals Leonard Peltier Sup- 
ofhis case in the U.S. courts. In 1989, lawyers ar- port Committee (Ed- 
gued before the Supreme Court of Canada that monton), by phoninf 
the FBI had falsified evidence in its efforts 
extradite Peltier. Although that court acknov 
edged the truth of the lawyers’ allegation, the 
request for an appeal of the extradition was 
granted. 


imber of other pub- 


For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Roy 
Piepenburg, of the 


(403) 434-0341, 
writing to 11732 - 43 
.venue, Edmonton, 
Alberta, T6J 0Y7. 


May the Peace and Joy of this Special Season 
be with you and yours... best wishes from 

Deborah Grey, M.P. 

Beaver River 

Constituency (403) 645-5742 

Fax (403) 645-5773 
1-800-522-4125 
MUSS Ottawa (613) 996-9778 

Fax (613) 996-0785 
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Merry Christmas and May the Great Spirit Grant Us Peace, Justice 
and Equality in the New Year 

Chief Irvine Charleyboy 
Councillors: Percy Guichon 

Mary-Ann Hunlin 
Agnes Guichon 
Edna Lubela 
and Band Members 


ALEXIS CREEK INDIAN BAND 

General Delivery, Chilanko Forks, B.C. VOL 1H0 



in's greetings and (Best ‘Wishes for a ‘Prosperous 9few Wear 
To 5111 Out Indian and Sletls ‘Clients and Triends 


FROM THE LAW FIRM OF 

ACKROYD, PIASTA, ROTH & DAY 


Edward Piasta, Q.C. 
D. Sean Day 
Fred V. Martin 
L. Diane Young 
Jean K. Coutts 
Carol M. Zukiwski 


D. R. Ackroyd 
Janet Franklin 
Lois J. MacLean 
Jerome N. Slavik 
Mark L. Asbell 
Nancy J. McKenzie 


Dennis B. Roth 
James E. Cregan 
William McElhanney 
Douglas A. Lynass 
lohn P. Kudrinko 
K. Mark McCourt 


Ammon O. Ackroyd, Q.C., Counsel 


Fifteenth Floor, First Edmonton Place 
10665 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 

23-8905 Telecopier 423-8946 
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NEPOOSE: Review is Handed Down 


by James Martin 

Justice William Sinclair has handed in his 
report on the Willie Nepoose trial. 

The report will now be reviewed by a number 
of judges who will hear arguments from Crown 
prosecutor Paul Bourque and defence attorney 


Dennis Pike 

Barrister and Solicitor 


WM RANDALL FOWLE 

B.A., LL.B. 

PRACTICE RESTRICTED TO 
PERSONAL INJURY 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 


1 Consultation Free 

BARRISTER-SOLICITOR- NOTARY PUBLIC 
Member of Saskatchewan, 



Alberta & B.C. Law Societies 
CALL COLLECT (604) 493-6786 
100-304 MartinSIreet, PENTICTON, B.C. 



Meny Christmas and 
Best Wishes for 
a Happy Prosperous New Year 


The Honourable 
A1 "Boomer" Adair 
M.LJL for Peace River 


Minster of Transportation and Utlltles 
Peace River Constituency Office 
7. 5319 - 50 Street 

Grlmshaw, Alberta TOJ 1WO 332-1340 



Wishing you Peace and Joy at 
Christmas and the best of 
everything in the New Year to comi 

PATRICIA L. BLACK 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY FOOTHILLS 
CONSTITUENCY 
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

1700 VARSITY ESTATES DR. N.W 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T3B 2W9 
TEL.: (403) 288-4453 


503 LEGISLATURE BUILDING, EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-1802 



ippy, HtAliby ANd SaIe Holicky Season 


Police Chief Cecil Cnim 
CoNSTAblcS ANd StaFF 


HOBBEMA LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
(40J) 585^767 

P.O. Box 57 0 

Hobbs ma, AlbeniA TOC T NO 

"Please Drive With Caution 
During the Holiday Season. 

Remember Alcohol and Driving 

Don't Mix!" 


Bob Sachs. They will 
use this information 
to decide whether 
Nepoose should be 
sent back to prison, 
given a new trial or set 
free. 

47-year old Wilson 
Nepoose from Hob¬ 
bema was convicted of 
murder in 1986 and 
will be eligible for 
parole in 2001 if his 
case is not overturned. C_ 

irregularities in the 
R.C.M.P. investiga¬ 
tion of the murder of 
Marie Rose Desjarlais 
were noted by the 
judge, though he did 
praise Sgt. Merv 
Murch for his efforts 
in reinvestigating the 

The problems with 
the R.C.M.P. 

investigation began 
when the identifica¬ 
tion of the victim’s 
body was bungled. 

Judge Sinclair found 
that when Nepoose became a suspect, evidence 
which pointed away from Nepoose was either 
ignored or not followed up. 

Another problem centered on lack of disclosure. 
The R.C.M.P. did not pass on important evidence 
to the Crown prosecutor or the defence. This 
resulted in the failure to follow up information 
that a man had been seen in Desjarlais’ 
apartment in Edmonton shortly before she died, 
and that her purse was found in her apartment. 
Fingerprints, now destroyed, were found in the 
apartment, but were only checked for a match 
with Nepoose’s prints. 

Sinclair slams the failure by the R.C.M.P. to 
disclose the discrepancies of Desjarlais’ welfare 
cheque date which wouldhavelentmore credence 
to Nepoose’s alibi. He states that the officer’s 
notes “seemed to lack the precision that one 
expects of an experienced investigator.” 



Discrepencies in the testimony to police by Lily 
Mackinaw and Delma Bull, who were key 
prosecution witnesses, were never passed on to 
Nepoose’s lawyer. 

The actions of Const. Don Szymiec and Sgt. 
Don Zazulak were questionable, according to 
Sinclair, though he thought Zazulak “was over¬ 
worked at the time to the point where he may 
have been unable to co-ordinate the efforts of 
the investigators.” 

Even a confession from Nepoose obtained 
through a fellow prisoner was not passed on by 
the R.C.M.P., though Sinclair gave credence to 
the evidence, because the prisoner in question 
had been helping the R.C.M.P. with a drug 
investigation. 

The earliest Nepoose could appear before the 
Alberta Court of Appeal will be in the spring of 
next year. 


ROSS HARVEY, M.P. 
Edmonton East 
Community Office 
9:00-12:00, 
1:00-4:00 


11809-GO Street ^ 
Edmonton, AB T5B1J2 



Merry Christmas and 
Best Wishes for a Safe 
and Happy New Year 

BONNIE LAING 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY BOW 
CONSTITUENCY 
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

#350.4500 - 16TH AVENUE N.V 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T3B 0M6 
TEL.: (403) 247-2070 
610 LEGISLATURE ANNEX, EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K 1E4 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-1811 



Wishing ‘you a 'Beautiful Christmas 
and PI fHappy and ‘Peaceful ffezo year 


FREIGHTWAYS 


* Dally Freight Service to and from Edmonton 
* Forklift - Hl-Boy - Low-Boy Warehouse 
* Heated and Refrigerated Vans 
* Inter-Line Connections to all Points in Canada 

SERVICE TO: 

St. Paul • St. Vincent 
Foisy • Lafond • Elk Point 
Edmonton: (403) 447-1610/452-8970 

St. Paul: (403) 645-2944 

Mailing Address: Box 848, SL Paul, Alberta TOA 3A0 


NORWEST LABS 

80L, FEED ft GRAM, PLANT TISSUE, 




AND FERTILIZER ANALYSIS 

QUALITY CONTROL SERVICE 
FOR FEED MANUFACTURERS 

“DON’T GUESS—TEST’ 


AFTER HOURS CALL: RESIDENCE 





















































Litcratire 


JOHN GODDARD: 

Prodding People in High Places 


POM 


by Dale Stelter 

Like the Lubicon Lake Nation about whom he 
has written, John Goddard has been the subject of 
some concern in high places. The official release 
date for his book, Last Stand of the Lubicon 
Cree, was November 12th, but on October 25th, 


Mr. Goddard, who is from Montreal, first came 
into contact with the Lubicon in 1984, when he had 
been assigned by Equinox magazine to do an 
article on the band and its long-standing struggles. 
After the article was completed, he remained i 


Books, Toys, Cards 


BOOKS 


Telephone: (403) 672-3456 
Manager: Janice De Paoli 


staff are to provide information to Mr. Goddard 

Ifiitiii 
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thjinteTlew^Mn Goddard also spoke 

feagaasspsssai 


Wishing you Peace and Goodwill 
at Christmas and in the year to come 
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Grande Prairie, Alberta 


Electric Motor Service Ltd. 

Serving The Industry Since 1945 
REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS 
Authorized Distributor & Warranty Service For 
JACUZZI PUMPS • BELL & GOSSETT PUMPS • LITTLE GIANT 
TECHNETIC WATER SOFTENERS • PATTERSON IRON REMOVERS 

3 10589-106 St., Edmonton, AB B 

426-6490 (24 Hr. Answering Service) • FAX 426-6642 HHI 


touch with the Lubicon, but a catalyzing experi- 


tee on Aboriginal Affairs. Lubicon Chief Bernard 

otb j ban h d representahves were 

s5bKiEDlo«»hLm 
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STEAM OLE*&TRUCMNT UNITS 

"tTiLd or the Lubicon Cree has been 

YOUNG 

INSURANCE AGENCY 

hy'ihe'uelenolB/I'cibeie wbenMr^Ccdderdwas 

"IF YOU DON'T KNOW 

YOUR INSURANCE — KNOW 

“wa° f Nati ° nS d ” ing meeUngS 

YOUR AGENT" 

m mmsmmm 

For All Types of Insurance 


✓ Property ✓Auto 

join him in that wish. 

361 Stafford Drive North 
Lethbridge, Alberta T1H 2A7 


Phone (403) 328-5929 


A Merry Christmas and Nappy New year 
to a(C our Native customers and friends 

Mail the Season bring Its 
reace and Jou to our 

Brothers and Sisters 
of the first Nations 

L&R 
Chalifoux 
Water Hauling 

MISSISSAUGA 
FIRST NATION 

^ P.O. BOX 1299, BUND RIVER, ONTARIO POR IBO^ 

Mr. ‘V & 'R' 
wants you to 
phone today! 

CALL 

(403) 767-3740 


May the wonders of Christmas 
warm your house and your heart i 

24 HOURS 

Atikameg, Alberta 

I High Level Native 1 
| Friendship Centre || 

• Gravel Hauling 

Box 1735, High Level, Alberta TOH 1Z0 

K 926-3355 

• Trucking • Water Hauling 
• Oilfield Work 
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Casper Friendly Foods 
& 

Bi-Lo Gas 


12813-100 St. 
Grand Prairie, AB 
539-0966 


5205 -50 St. 
Valleyview, AB 
524-3622 


Wishing you a joyful Christmas and 
a peaceful, prosperous New Year 



Independent 


MOVING 
• Local and Long Distance Moving 
• Expert Packing and Crating 

• Palletized Short and Long Term Storage 

• Office, Display and Electronic Moving 

• Overseas Moving and Crating 
• Free, Accurate Estimates 

8439 - 111A St. 
Grande Prairie 


7701 - 102 Ave. 

Peace River 

624-1111 532-2662 


• Gift Items • Souvenirs 
• Carlton Cards • Stationery & Toys 
• Photocopy Service on a Canon 
Color Laser Copier 

• New — Music City Section 

• T-Shirts Translers Available 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DRUGSTORE 


220-24th Street, Fort MacLeod, AB 

Phone (403) 553-3123 

f Phil Hodnett, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-3837 after hours 
Ron Sandul, B. Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2595 after hours 
f Bruce Falconer, B, Sc. Phm. Phone 553-2830 after hours 




SETTING THE 
LUBICON STORY 
OUT FOR THE 
WORLD TO SEE 


Last Stand of the Lubicon Cree 

by John Goddard 
Douglas and McIntyre; 

228 pages. 

Review by Dale Stelter 

For some time, the Lubicon Lake Band of 
northern Alberta has been gaining interna¬ 
tional support for its decades-long land rights 
dispute. The Lubicon maintain that they have 
never signed a treaty with the federal govern¬ 
ment, and therefore have never given up Abo¬ 
riginal title to their traditional lands. 

And now, there is a powerful book available 
that holds a relentless magnifying glass up to 
the campaign that has been waged against the 
Lubicon by Canadian and Alberta govern¬ 
ments, and large and powerful resource exploi¬ 
tation companies. Last Stand of the Lubicon 
Cree reveals that grimy and despicable cam¬ 
paign in well-researched, well-documented 
detail. 

It’s all there: the wholescale invasion of Lubi¬ 
con territory by dozens of oil and gas compa¬ 
nies, the long and fruitless years in court, the 
1988 declaration by the Lubicon of sovereignty 
over their traditional lands, the federal 
government’s 1989 surprise take-it-or-leave-it 
(and grossly inadequate) settlement offer to the 
Lubicon, and the “divide and conquer” efforts of 
the federal government in hastily creating the 
Woodland Cree band. And there’s more. Lots 

The initial portion of the book is devoted 
mainly to historical material, and some parts of 
the Lubicon story are documented, or related in 
detail, for widespread reading for the first time. 
For example, during the 1940s, an Indian 
Affairs official named Malcolm McCrimmon 
removed more than 700 people from the treaty 
lists of northern Alberta, and cut the Lubicon 
membership almost in half. Two inquiries cen¬ 
sured McCrimmon, but he was placed in charge 
of implementing inquiry recommendations, 
and most of his removals remained in effect. 

Or, during the 1960s, the residents of Marten 
River, a community in Lubicon territory, were 
persuaded to move to nearby Cadotte Lake. 
Many people were unhappy with the move, but 
"’hen they tried to return home, Marten River 


KSSlSlviii.; "“’ s ~ 

PRESCRIPTIONS Only, please call 678-5757 

678-4301 


CANMORE, Alberta T0L 0M0 


throughout the NWT 


100% Northern Owned 


J s R MECHANICAL LIMITED 



was bulldozed. Two years later, the site next to 
Marten River became the first producing oil 
field in Lubicon territory. 

At the same time, Last Stand of the 
Lubicon Cree tells the story of a small Indian 
band that has waged a courageous struggle of 
resistance against monumental and stagger¬ 
ing odds. As Lubicon Chief Bernard Ominayak 
says, “We’ve been counted down and out so 
many times, but we’ve refused to give in to 
anybody. We’re still here.” 

As Chief Ominayak also points out, John 
Goddard has done an excellent job of docu¬ 
menting a long-standing and extremely com¬ 
plex story. For example, he has sorted out all of 
the intertwined and tangled threads of the 
campaign being waged against the Lubicon, 
and laid them out in chronological sequence, 1 

Last Stand of the Lubicon Cree is also 
written in a rivetting, highly readable manner 
that grasps your attention and never lets go. 

Hopefully, Last Stand of the Lubicon Cree 
will receive wide circulation in the mainstream 
society, as the Lubicon have for some time been 
relying heavily upon the raising of public sup¬ 
port for their cause. Furthermore, the Lubicon 
continue to come under seige from Daishowa of 
Canada, a subsidiary of a huge Japanese 
transnational pulp and paper company, and 
are saying that if the trees are cut down, they 
are finished as a people. 

If enough people read Last Stand of the 
Lubicon Cree, the already formidable ranks 
of people around the world who are placing the 
Canadian government under a merciless spot¬ 
light, and demanding justice for the Lubicon, 
will be bound to increase. 


‘-UllsMng Qjou aiMe/my CLilslmas and uA Sloppy oMew OjeaA 

Hollandia 

BAKERY (1979) LTD. 

"Serving you for 
More than 25 Years" 
"Insist on the best" 

Ask for HOLLANDIA BAKERY PRODUCTS 

324-3582 McLennan, Alberta 


Wishing you a safe and peaceful Christmas 


Yewchin's Funeral 
Chapel Ltd. 

Serving oil faiths In St. Pool and Area 
• Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Oematlon Available • 


Box 425 (403) 645-5177 4201-SOAve. 

SI. Paul FAX (403) 645-46 72 SI. Paul 
24 Hour Service — John Yewchln — Director 
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BOOK REVIEW 


A LONG AND TERRIBLE SHADOW, 

White Values, Native Rights in the Americas 

by Thomas Berger, Douglas & McIntyre Pub., 224 pp„ $26.95 cloth. 

Review by Brian Savage 
A Long and Terrible Shadow is 
difficult book to read. 

Written by a jurist well-known to 
Natives, Thomas Berger manages to 
capture in a brisk succinct 200 pages the 
chronicle of 500 years of despair, trag¬ 
edy, genocide and greed gone mad. 

With the anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’ “discovery” of the New World, 
the bloody history detailed in these 
pages is a must reading for those who 
vnsh to have any sort of understanding 
of what happened when two totally 
different cultures impacted against each 
other. 

Berger takes a hard look at what the 
white man did to the Natives of North 
America, of how the technologically 
superior culture simply took what it 
wanted without any regard whatsoever 
of the rights and desires of the people 
who were on the land in the first place. 

With his vast legal background and ex¬ 
pertise, Berger, a former B.C. Supreme 
Court judge and head of three Royal 
commissions including the Mackenzie 
Valley Pipeline Inquiry, details the legal 
wranglings that went on through the 
centuries by some men and governments 
to justify wholesale slaughter and out¬ 
right theft of Natives and their territo- 

A key figure for Berger was the six¬ 
teenth century Spanish cleric Bartolome de Las 
Casas, ^“father of human rights in the New 
World,” who championed Native causes with the 
Spanish crown and strove for decades to halt the 
brutal eradication of Native people in the Span¬ 
ish colonies through murder and slavery. But 
Las Casas, for all his efforts and small successes, 
could not stop the implementation of the “en- 
comienda” system which was ruthlessly en¬ 
forced. Berger describes the encomienda as 
“forced labour and the extraction of tribute. The 
Indians, as the only available labour force, were 
indispensable to the economic advance of the 
new colonies.” 

Berger even gives us Columbus’ words on the 
value of the Indians to the stolen land: “(they) 
are its riches, because they are the ones who dig 
and make the bread and other victuals of the 
Christians, and take out the gold of their mines, 
and do all the other tasks and labour of men and 
beasts of burden.” 


iOMAS R. BERGER 


LONG AND 
TERRIBLE 
SHADOW 

,V, lL,e 


bility and accountability. Concerns began to 
creep into American and European courts and 
are still there, still demanding their retribution. 

The Indians’ demands for things such as self- 
govemmentmustbe acknowledged, says Berger, 
'If we are to have a world based on law...(govern¬ 
ments) must recognize that the precepts of inter¬ 
national law now require a fair accomodation 
with the Native peoples.” 

A profound book, depressing and yet 
enlightening. A Long and Terrible Shadow 
throws a light on the past and explains why and 
what Native people want for their future to 
I ensure their survival. 


A 



It is a profound quote because it reveals 
much of the thinking of the “Christians” towar 
the pagan heathens. The blind hypocrisy mixed 
with the incredible greed that defeated first the 
Spanish kings, the British and Americans two 
centuries later, to the present day and the 
slaughters that have gone on through South and 
Central America in countries bent on eradicat¬ 
ing the dark secret of their takeover by removing 
the original inhabitants. If disease, poverty and 
despair are not enough, there is finally the 
bullet. 

Berger chronicles the struggle of the Nath„ 
people to keep their land, their dignity and 
pride. He describes how it all fails as the white 
man demands more and more, and governments 
abandon proclaimed treaties and pledges of 
peace and take up arms and kill openly. 

Beyond a record of hate and murder, this book 
also is a record of guilt. As the body count 
escalated so did the questions of moral responsi- 
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^(306) 883-2500 ' 
650, Highway 3 East 
Spiritwood 

Saskatchewan - 
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UNRAVELLING THE 
FRANKLIN MYSTERY 
- INUIT TESTIMONY 


by David C. Woodman, 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 390pp. 

Review by Brian Savage 


Perhaps it’s not that unusual to think that 
nearly 145 years after Sir John Franklin’s ships 
disappeared in the Arctic, it is still possible to 
believe that some one can come forward with 
new evidence, but David C. Woodman has 
managed to present a persuasive case for rein¬ 
terpreting the tragic events by simply looking at 
the evidence the Inuit of the day told to disbeliev¬ 
ing searchers. 

Woodman, an officer on the Oceanographic 
Research Vessel Endeavor, has dedicated many 
years to researching the evidence. 

He maintains "that all Inuit stories concern¬ 
ing white men should have a discoverable 
factual basis.” 

Through his research Woodman claims to “dis¬ 
cover a scenario which allowed use of all Native 
recollections, solved some troubling discrepen- 
cies in the physical evidence, and led to some 
significant new conclusions as to the fate of the 
beleagured sailors.” 

After Franklin and his 128 men disappeared, 
the British government spent an enormous 
fortune financing searches over the next decade. 
Their efforts resulted in detailed maps of the 
Arctic region and the discovery of relics of the 



UNRAVELLING 
THE FRANKLIN 


crew and ship either found in sites or bought 
from the Inuit. However, over the years no \ 
firm answers have been given regarding the 
real fate of the crew and what befell them. [ 

Woodman feels that inconsistencies and 
problems with Inuit testimony lies in misunder¬ 
standings, bad translations and the unfamiliar¬ 
ity of the Inuit with the white man, and not with 
possible fabrication. 

In 1860 an American eccentric named Charles 
Francis Hall arrived in the Arctic to fulfill his 
ambition of finding Franklin survivors. His 
collection of Inuit testimony alongside earlier 
recollections taken by British explorers are 
central to Woodman’s reconstruction of events. 
Numerous examples of the remarkable veracity 
of the Inuit recollections are cited, including ac¬ 
curate descriptions of encounters three hundred 



years before with an earlier English explorer, 
Frobisher. 

Woodman calls the Franklin mystery a “com¬ 
plex jigsaw puzzle,” with the Inuit recollections 
“the most significant pieces of the puzzle.” He is 
persuasive in interpreting the Inuit stories to 
tell the tragic tale with new details that render 
other theories invalid. It is also interesting to see 
the interpretation the Inuit made of the “kon 
’lunar” (white people) and the interaction be¬ 
tween the two cultures. 

In this case, it was the white man who was 
doomed to die. 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS! 

May the Great Spirit guide our Aboriginal 
family through the visions of our Elders 


the dreams of our children 


NATIVE COUNSELLING 
SERVICES OF ALBERTA 
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Oh Great Spirit 

Watch Over The Path That Each Of Us May Walk 
Wishing You A Merry Christmas and A Bright, 
Prosperous and Healthy New Year 
from 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

Economic Development Portfolio Holders 
• Henry Grandjambe • Alberta Laboucan 
Little Red Air Service Ltd.— Little Red River Forestry Ltd. 
J.B.S. Logging Ltd - Fifth Meridian Market Ltd. 

and 

Chief: Johnson Sewepagaham, 
Council and Tribal Members 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE NATION 

• FOX LAKE • JOHN EXOR PRAIRIE • GARDEN RIVER 

BOX 1165 
HIGH LEVEL, 
ALBERTA 
TOH 1Z0 

TELEPHONE 

759-3912 

FAX 

759-3780 
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"A sign of the times to come" 

ENGRAVED SIGNS IN LAMINATED 
PLASTIC 


A Very Merry Christmas 
and Prosperous New Year 
to all our Native clients 
and friends 

from 
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Colors, sizes & 
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specific 
applications 



Identifying individuals, 
departments, materials and 
equipment allows people to 
move comfortably about 
in offices, public buildings, 
hospitals, etc. and provides 
Information and warning of 
potential hazards. 


Vife Wish you Peace 
and Goodwill • this Christmas 
id n the year to come 



* ( 403 ) 624-3850 
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DAKOTA O JIBWAY 

WINTER TRIBAL DAYS 


“DRY SOCIAL” 


FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 31,1992 
& SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1,1992 


KEYSTONE CONVENTION CENTRE 
BRANDON, MANITOBA 


8:00 p.m . - 1:00 a.m. S 

I 


MUSIC BY: CLIFF MAYTWAYASHING 


ADMISSION: Adults $ 600 , 

Seniors and Children $3.00, Preschool Free 



For more information call: Diana Beaulieu, 
or Betty Houle (204) 843-2603 ^ 

Lunch Provided 


SQUARE DANCE COMPETITION 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1st, 1992 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
KEYSTONE CONVENTION CENTRE 
BRANDON, MANITOBA 


Age Categories: Prize Structure 


$200. 

$100. 

$50. 


Adults (18 & over) 
Teens (13-17) 
Juniors (12 & under) 


$1,000. $700. $400. 
$700. $400. $200. 
$400. $200. $100. 


SPECIALTY TROPHIES: 

Best Dancing Couple in Each Category 
and Most Original Outfit 


TO REGISTER BY MAIL: 

Send Money Order or Certified Cheque Payable to: 
"THE DAKOTA OJIBWAY WINTER TRIBAL DAYS 1992" 
Please note: Square Dance Competition 
P. O. Box 1148 Brandon, Manitoba R7A 6A4 
By January 17th, 1992 


CONTEST RULES WILL BE MAILED OUT TO 
EACH REGISTERED GROUP 

Please include your full mailing address and 
telephone number 


LIMIT OF EIGHT GROUPS PER CATEGORY 


ADULTS: $8.00 Advance, $10.00 Door 
STUDENTS/SENIORS: $6.00 Advance, $8.00 Door 
CHILDREN: (12 & Under) $3.00 Advance, $5.00 Door 
DAILY ALL-EVENTS PASS 


For more information call: Gertie Roulette (204) 843-2781 



TALENT SHOW COMPETITION^ 

VOCALS, FIDDLING & JIGGING 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2nd, 1992 
11:00 a.m. 

KEYSTONE CONVENTION CENTRE 
BRANDON, MANITOBA 


PRIZE STRUCTURE FOR ALL CATEGORIES: 

MALE $150.00 $100.00 $75.00 

FEMALE $150.00 $100.00 $75.00 

YOUTH $100.00 $75.00 $50.00 


- NO ENTRY FEES - 


DAILY ALL-EVENTS PASS AVAILABLE ONLY! 

ADULTS: Advance $8.00, Regular $10.00 
STUDENTS: Advance $6.00, Regular $8.00 
SENIORS & CHILDREN: Advance $3.00, Regular $5.00 
PRE-SCHOOL FREE 

ALL CONTESTANTS MUST PA Y ADMISSION 


For m 


e information call: Elizabeth Aitkens (204) 843-2442 


■site 




SANDY BAY OJIBWAY TRIBAL COUNCIL 

MARIUS P.O.. MANITOBA ROH OTO 
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Ruling by Judge: Open Season For Natives 

by Brian Savage 

Provincial Court Judge 
Peter Ayotte has ruled 
that the Wildlife Act has 
“no force or effect” on 
treaty Indians. 

The decision came in 
the not guilty verdict for 
Percy Potts, a vice- 
president of the Indian 
Association of Alberta 
who along with a number 
ofotherNatives had been 
charged with poaching. 

However, the judge did 
find Potts’ two brothers, 

William and Gilbert and 
a Metis, Howard Bruno, 
guilty of selling meat to 
an undercover Fish and 
Wildlife officer for the 
purposes of reselling the 
meat and an offense 
against the law. 

Both sides will be 
taking careful looks at 
the verdict and it is 
believed that the 
provincial government 
may appeal the verdict. 

Percy Potts told the 
Edmonton Journal that 
the ruling allows Natives 
an important say in the 
control of wild animal 
populations and a 
financial benefit from the 
sales of hunting licenses 
now controlled by the 
government. 

“The province gets 
millions a year from 
hunting licenses. But 
none of that has gone to 
the Indians who have a 
treaty right. And there 
has been no restitution. 

What’s stopping us from 
being part of that 
process?” 

Judge Ayotte handed 
down his decision on the 
Alexis reserve, calling 
the Wildlife Act 

unconstitutional. It was a bitter end for the declared the Judge. 

government agency which had conducted a two The rights of treaty Natives to hunt and fish 
yearinvestigation into poachingwhich included has been a hot potato for provincial and federal 
undercover agents propositioning Natives for governments throughout the past, and 
wildlife meat. government regulations have see-sawed from 

Ayotte bases his decision on careful analysis repression to permission with tight controls, 
of previous Supreme Court renderings and Among those celebrating the verdict are Joe 
“nowhere is the word extinguished used,” Blyans and his wife Evelyn Willier who run an 



Edmonton restaurant. 

Both had charges against them dropped for 
lack of evidence and another fine of $500 for 
selling moose meat at their restaurant may be 
appealed in light of the present ruling, says 
Blyans. He adds that he is happy but worried 
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IS blessings of Peace and prosperity follow you throughout the year 
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FRESH WATER HAULING 
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OPEN SEASON 
FOR NATIVES 

Continued from Page 49 

about “wonton killing because of the 
economics today. Unless it’s policied 
properly I can see it happening.” 

And Natives should do the policing, 
says Blyans. “Natives know each other 
and know what goes on and it would be in 
the interest of Fish and Wildlife to 
negotiate with us because they may 
know what they’re doing but we have ' 
be there because we’re the recipients 
so many laws that don’t rightly affect 

The Native restauranteur feels that 
Native people “should sit down and 
rationalize” putting limits on game 
hunting or the ruling “could very easily 
be abused.” 

Blyans also feels that the ruling comes 
at the right time. 

“It’s a major opening in this 
Consti tutional process; it’s a major ruling 
and it’s going to have an affect on how it’s 
regulated.” 

While Blyans calls himself 
“conservationist,” he says Natives have 
a right to hunt. Moosemeat is an Indian 
tradition. Since I can remember moose 
meat has been on my plate.” 

But its a tradition that has had to be 
furtive, says Blyans, and enjoyed secretly 
for fear of arrest and prosecution. 

“In a country like ours, you’d think 
that shouldn’t happen. Now we’re free to 
hunt,” says Blyans. “And whether it’s 
good, bad or indifferent, I think it (Judge 
Ayotte’s decision) has set a precedent in 
the future of wild meat.” 


Our Apologies... 


story in last month’s Alberta Native 
News incorrectly identified the newly 
elected Alberta AFN Vice Chief as Jerome 
Warren. In fact his name is Jerome 
Morin. Our apologies for the error. 



OFFICE OF 

THE NATIONAL CHIEF 


OTTAWA OFFICE; 

55 MURRAY STREET, 
5TH FLOOR 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
K1N5M3 

Tel: (613) 236-0673 
Fax: (613) 238-5780 
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ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS/ 
NATIONAL INDIAN BROTHERHOOD 


Christmas ^Message 
from the ^National ^hief 

Tansi, Greetings! 

I send greetings and best wishes to you all. This 
holiday season is one of growing hope and expectations 

I for First Nations. 

We now have the opportunity to retake our rightful 
place in Canada’s constitution. We have shown Canada 
that we are still a strong people like our ancestors. The 
death of the Meech Lake Accord and the strength of the 
First Nations Circle on the constitution are proof of this. 

First Nations are reviving our traditions —our way of keeping 



, __ _ _ integrity. Our elders are 

resuming their honoured roles, while young people can choose the best from non-Native society, 
and still retain traditional values. 

I pray that all of us have a beautiful holidiay season. I thank all First Nations who are helping 
change our world—leaders, elders, youth and women. In the New Year we must continue building 
strength. If we can all work together to achieve change, our lives, and all our seasons will 

nmc richer onW fulfilling. 


become richer and m 


A* 



Ovlde Mercredl - National Chief 


K SHAW & SONS 

CONTRACTING LTD. 

DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 

PRE-ENGINEERED METAL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
AMERICAN STEEL BUILDINGS 



From Start To Finish Complete Design 

532-0565 
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IVAN’S 40 South Ave. 
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Water 962-6040 

VwcV 962-4060 
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✓ Pumps ✓ Iron Filters ✓ Distillers 
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May the blessings of health and 
prosperity be with you all year through 


CANADIAN HUNTER 
EXPLORATION LTD. 


w» 


9701 -116 ST., 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
T8V 6H6 

539-3007 


Merry Christmas from Cec dr Lynda 

1 Cec's AutoPro Plus | 

Peace River 
624-9400 


SEE US AT OUR 
NEW ADDRESS 
9521 - 90 AVE. 



•Full Auto Service* 



STYLE-RITE 
CLEANERS 

Westwood Mall, Fort McMurray 


791-0552 

Wishing You A Happy, Healthy & Safe 
k Holiday Season, V 
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Hydro Projects Threaten Innu 


by Daniel Ashini 

Many people may have heard of the Innu and 
their struggle against low level fighter jets in 
Nitassinan. This crime continues as you read 
this, but there are also many other imminent 
threats to the Innu and their land. One of these, 
which we are preparing to fight, is hydro 
development. 

As one of the Innu directly involved in the 
peaceful direct action against the militariza¬ 
tions of Nitassinan, I can say that there was a 
great deal of suffering on the part of the Innu 
during this period. It really hurt us to see our 
people, our land and its resources subjected to 
the negative impacts of military flight training 
on a daily basis. It hurts us even more when we 
are arrested and separated from our families 
and people for trying to peacefully protect our 
way of life and our land from this evil. 

It is very difficult for us to accept that there is 
a justice system out there when we are repeat¬ 
edly thrown into jail for our actions to protect our 
way of life. Many of our elders still ask them¬ 
selves today why so many acts of injustice by 
governments against First Nations are invisible 
to this so-called justice system”. Often our 
resistance actions would undoubtedly benefit 
everyone as we are opposing developments 
which have very little respect for the environ¬ 
ment. 

Today we are faced with yet another major 
development at our doorstep and this is hydro 
development. This development is a direct threat 
to our rights as a people, our land and our way of 
life. I find it most difficult to ask our people to 
stand up again and fight this development 
because our experience with the militarization 
has been both emotionally and physically drain¬ 
ing. 

Iseemanyofourpeoplesufferingbecause they 
do not feel safe nor confident anymore to practice 
our way of life on our land because of current and 
proposed developments. Therefore they are being 
forced to live in permanent settlements where 
there is overwhelming despair. Once a proud, 
strong and independent people, we are now 
considered by governments as a mere minority 
group in our own land. We have become depend¬ 
ent on government programs and services. 
Many of our people have turned to alcohol 
hoping to drown their problems but as a conse¬ 
quence have only deepened their despair. 


At the same time, there are those of us who still 
carry the determination and will to regain our 
pride, strength and independence. We realize 
the importance of keeping our promise to our 
ancestors to maintain our way of life and protect 


gratitude at least by protecting it. 

Our experience has shown us that by working 
together, the Innu and people like you can exert 
sufficient pressure to ensure that the environ¬ 
ment we all share is protected. Please join with 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Sir: 

Presently, I am in the maximum security 
institution outside of the city of Edmonton. 
Needless to say, I have had the opportunity of 
keeping track of all of the media hype that has 
occurred since the beginning of my loss of 
freedom. It has been very hard to accept most of 
the reports that have come out of the media at 
large. 

I can say with some certainty, that I have been 
exploited, dehumanized, intimidated and 
humiliated as some savage out of the wild. I have 
had to be tranquilized to the extent that I cannot 
function as I had in the past before my 
incarceration. 

People made mole hills into mountains. They 
keep stressing the fact that I know about Indian 
medicine, and that I am supposed to be an 
authority on the subject of that Indian belief. I 
would now like the world to know that I do not 
practice nor have I ever practiced the belief of the 
anicent medicine. I know nothing of it at all. 

Richard Hubble, the police informant, (which 
is not his real name) said that I confessed to him 
about my crime that I am charged with. He lied 
under oath and gave false testimony to the 
courts. The likes of him and his wife are agents 
for the R.C.M.P. They, over a period of time, 
received more than $140,000 in payment for 
evidence in many other testimonies of other 
people. The Red Deer R.C.M.P. are criminals in 
that they had to stoop so low as to falsely concoct 
the horror of lies that they and their people made 
to cover their backs. For money, not justice, the 
oath meant nothing to them all. They are the 
true criminals, and they will, most kindly to 
themselves, just shrugit all off when it is all over. 
There will come a day when all the people 
’’nvolved with my case, as well as others, will find 

at that there is a special place in the hereafter 



SEASON’S GREETINGS 


TOWN OF SYLVAN LAKE 

DU !Buudy 



BIG GRASSY RIVER OJIBWE FIRST NATION 


Big Grassy River Reserve #35G 
Morson, Ontario, 

Canada P0W1J0 

Tel. (807) 488-5552 Fax (807) 488-5533 

Best Wishes for the Season, from 
Chief Roy Tom 

Band Councillors and Members 



HIGH LEVEL 


FAX: (403) 926-2899 
PHONE: (403) 926-2201 


for them to comfort each other for all of eternity. 
That is not Indian medicine, that is my belief in 
God, the final judge. 

My hearing is based on lies and more lies. I 
have been dealing with a legal system of liars, 
bigots, and racists. Judge Sinclair praised the 
crown witnesses for lies and deceptions that 
they gave. He too will be in this special place in 
the hereafter with them. They deserve each 
other and it would be justice to see that one day. 

I would like to comment on another witness for 
the crown. Ken Porth. He is another (Indian 
medicine lover) who loves medicine and also 
loves to lie on the stand under oath. My family 
never made any threats to anyone. My mother is 
71 years old and does not believe in medicine. 
They have tried to make us look like medicine 
people. Judge Sinclair and the R.C.M.P., and 
the witnesses have been reading too many comic 
books. I now state that my trial and hearing is 
and has been based on lies and more lies. Am I 
bitter....? 

IN CLOSING I WISH TO QUOTE INVENTOR, 
ARTIST, AND AUTHOR KEN BRONICKI. 

(THOSE WHO ARE INDIFFERENT TO THE 
INJUSTICES AND PAIN OF THE NATIVE 
PEOPLE, ARE NOT ONLY COWARDS, BUT 
TRAITORS TO THE COUNTRY.) 

I hereby consent to having this published in its 
entirety, and take full responsibility for the 
content. 

(signed) Wilson Nepoose 

f CHILES HOMES 
SLAVE LAKE LTD. 

Triple E & Ridgewood Dealers 



Mobile Home Dealership 
Located at 820 - 2nd Avenue N.W. 
For Service or Sales Phone IVAN HILL 
• (403) 849-4424 • Res. 849-2423 


HAGEN 
| ELECTRIC LTD. 


MOTORS « MOTORS » MOTORS 
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CHRISTMAS 


A lime to Give of Yourself 

By Tom Lefthand 

Historically, Christmas 
Christmas.. .the time to give, to share, to care, was not celebrated by the 
If one were to put the above into perspective, it Indians. It simply was not 
would be like turning back the pages of history an Indian custom or tradi- 
to a time when Indian customs and traditions tion. It was not part of the 
were observed. In this case, we are talking Indian culture, 
mainly about the concepts of giving, caring and The concepts promoted by 

sharing. Christmas, however, are 

part and parcel of everyday 
traditional beliefs and prac¬ 
tices of Indian people. Prob¬ 
lem is, over the years, these 
values, which were once 
cherished, have - for some 
time - lost their sense of 
direction. 

No longer are the Christ¬ 
mas concepts followed by 
all people. In fact, it seems 
that as each year passes, 

■ there are fewer and fewer to 
MOHAWK^ hold fast to such noble con¬ 
cepts. They are but a few of 
the prized values that have 
fallen by the way side as the 
impact of civilization took 


OASIS SALES & SERVICES 
MOHAWK SERVICE STATION 

(MAIN STREET) ■ Hours 7 a.m. to Midnight 
Premium Plus Gasoline, 

The Highest Octane in Town 
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;s toll. 

Christmas is also said to 
be that time when tribute is 
paid in recognition of the 
birth of the Christ Child 
and the ideal that His love 
for the human race should 
be the stage for the actions 
of people in conjunction with the rest of human¬ 
ity. Is this an ideal that asks too much? Should 
people not care about other people? 

What then remains in the celebration of 
Christmas? It is supposed to be that time when 
mankind offers peace and goodwill to their 
fellow man. But do they? What is reality? Are 
there so many selfish people out there that the 
has almost completely vanished. 
Why is it that some people think of these 
concepts only at Christmas time? 

Why are the concepts of sharing and 
caring a one-shot deal? Why are they only 
practiced by some at Christmas and only at 
Christmas? Don’t people count all yearlong? Are 
we humans so inconsiderate of one another that 
we cannot extend these basic concepts so that 
they are in effect throughout the year? There are 
a great many people out there who have no one 
to spend Christmas with. They populate the 
jails, the hostels, the hospitals, the seniors 
homes. They are the rich and they are poor, and 
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they share one problem - loneliness. 

My question is, “What have you done for the 
lonely? Will you ever do anything?" It doesn’t 
take all that much to bring one person into your 
life, your heart, your home. Is it really that much 
trouble to add one more person to your table? 
What the heck, you’ve got to cook a dinner 
anyway, so what’s one more plate? 

Seriously. Stop and think. I’ll bet you can think 
of at least one, maybe two people, who just might 
have to spend Christmas alone. Now is your 
chance. Do something about it. Change the 
course of one person’s Christmas and you have 
helped change the course of history. Think of the 
personal satisfaction in helping your fellowman. 
Remember, it is supposed to be the time of caring 
and sharing and love. 

Perhaps in the name of humanity and con¬ 
science, you may find yourself having an even 
more enjoyable Christmas knowing that you 
were able, and did in fact, help someone else 
have a “Merry Christmas.” 
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Christmas can be a sad and depressing time, 
even for those who are filled with the spirit of the 
season. 

Their problem is that they are rich in generos¬ 
ity, but poor in cash. 

All around them they see reminders of their 
limitations - the advertising in newspapers and 
magazines and on radio and TV, the expensive 
gifts displayed in store windows, the multitude 
of shoppers laden with packages. 

With all of those constant reminders, is it any 
wonder that we begin to believe that we must 
give an abundance of presents in order to 
properly celebrate Christmas? How misguided! 
The gifts that really count are those that reflect 
our awareness and understanding of the person 
receiving them, that are an expression of our 
own unique talents and generosity. 

Who are you giving to? 

The more you know about the person you are 
giving to, the more you know about their likes 
and dislikes, their interests and lifestyle, their 
real needs, the more likely you are to give a gift 
that they will appreciate. 

If you give clothing, know their size and the 
styles they like to wear, know whether or not 
they are athletic, and if they are, what activities 
they participate in; know what foods they like or 
dislike; know what they like to read, what they 
watch on TV, what their hobbies are. That basic 
kind of knowledge can make the difference be¬ 
tween a gift being appreciated, or being a signal 
that the giver really doesn’t know much about 
the person they are giving to. Just ask the six- 



smoker who gets a carton of cigarettes, the 
devout Christian who gets a Playboy calendar or 
the newly divorced couple that get a set of his- 
and-hers towels. 

What are your special gifts? 

Even the least talented of us has abilities and 
skills that can be transformed into gifts that will 
be especially appreciated. 

Being able to read and write is a special skill to 
those who cannot do so. A friend or relative who 
has poor eyesight, or one who has trouble with 
reading and writing, might be greatly helped by 
our ability to read their mail to them, to fill out 
forms and write letters for them, to read to them 
from books and newspapers - especially if they 
know they can depend on you to provide that 
help throughout the year. 

Household skills can be a greatly appreciated 
gift to seniors and other who can’t fend for 
themselves so well anymore - those who are ill, 
or crippled, or aged or shut-in. Fresh baking once 
a week, an occasional hot meal, help with 
housecleaning, a manicure or a massage can be 
greatly appreciated, and again, they need not be 
limited to a special occasion. 

If you’re strong and healthy and a handy type 
of person, you can do a variety of helpful things 
that people might not be able to do for them¬ 
selves, or afford to have someone else do. Chop¬ 
ping wood, shovelling snow, running errands, 
baby sitting, fixing a leaky tap, mending furni¬ 
ture, weatherproofing a door or window - these 
are only a few of an endless number of helpful 
gifts of your time and energy and ability. 

And if you have special talents, you can use 
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them too. If you are musical, you can provide en¬ 
tertainment to shut-ins and teach children; if 
you are artistic, you can brighten people’s lives 
with your creations or teach your skills to others; 
if you can sew or knit or crochet or do beadwork 
and other traditional crafts, you can create your 
own gifts and teach others how to do the same. 

It’s the thought that counts 

You may think these gifts are too ordinary, but 
if you stop and think for a moment, you’ll realize 
how much such gifts could mean to you, and how 
seldom you receive them. 

The secret is in knowing the people you are 
giving to well enough that you give gifts that are 
meaningful to them. And the really big secret is 
that such knowledge is a solid basis for deep 
friendship, and few of us take the time and 
trouble to know anyone that well. That is why 
friendship is so special - one of the greatest gifts 
of all. 
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Boys and Girls Clubs Assist All Youth 


by Cathy Dean 



Young people who badly need a 
new home setting are finding help 
through the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton. 

“Some kids just don’t get along well 
with their parents. Others are ready 
to leave foster homes. In either ca 
they are not quite ready to go it 
their own in the community, but 
there is desire to leave their present 
siutation,” says Karen Mottershead. 

The Independent Living Program 
is just one of six programs the group 
operates in the Edmonton area. “This 
program provides a supportive living 
environment for young people aged 
15 to 20. The kids are referred through 
social servies,"explains Mottershead. 

As manager of children and youth 
support services for the Boys and 
Girls Clubs, Mottershead enjoys 
seeing the progress the youth make 
once placed in a support home. 

“They begin to develop the skills 
necessary to live on their own and be 
successful. They learn how to rent ar 
apartment, how to budget, even how 
to get utilities hooked up,” she 

X well, getting and keeping 
employment are examined through 
practical applications, with the young 
people supported by their new family. 

‘They learn to examine their own 
values, aided by the example and 
help from the workers in the homes,” 
she explains. 

The young people and the support 
home parents are carefully matched. 

“Time is spent on a temporary basis ' 

at first so both parties can be assured _, says. , ■ 

they are comfortable and compatible,” she says, improving, they can stay as long as there is need. More i n f orma ti 0 n about the Independent 
Once settled in, the young people can stay until Often the bonds formed are close and continue Lrvmg Program can be obtained by calling 
they feel ready to move out on their own. As long after the young person moves out. They don t Moorhead or Marie Deis-Borisow, the case' 
as they are making use of the resources and are need parenting as much as they need lots ot workerj at 42 2-6038. 


support,” says Mottershead. 

The parents in the homes are a varied 
lot. “Some still have their own kids at 
home, others have grown children. And 
some are single parents,” she says. 

As the dilemma of some teenagers 
needing extra assistance with life skills 
and guidance is common to every culture 
and racial group, Mottershead says 
support homes are needed from every 
cultural background. “The Native 
support homes that we have, for 
example, have been really successful, 
and we are always glad to welcome new 
parents who might be interested.” 

Mottershead assures interested people 
that full and on-goingtrainingisoffered 
before young people are placed in their 
homes. “And we only suggest one, or at 
the most, two youth in any home.” 
Remembering that the teens want 
mainly to be free to spread their wings, 
to have varying degrees of responsibility 
and supervison, is the key to a successful 
partnership. 

“We suggest designing tasks according 
to their projected needs and abilities. 
And most important, making them feel 
like they belong,” she says. 

The rewards for both the youth and 
the parents are many. “It’s not just the 
financial compensation, which covers 
every day expenses and room and board. 
The emotional rewards are the reason 
that most of our support home people 
are participating,” she says. 

The youth not only leave the homes 
confident of making good decisions and 
of choosing a wholesome life style but 
they have an extended family and 
life-long friends as well. “And they’ve 
met a whole new social circle, too,” she 
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Eimronnent 


CHESLATTA BAND CLEANS SITE 



The Cheslatta Band has successf ull y com- 
pleted the initial environmental assessment 
and enhancement of the Cheslatta/Murray T.ako 
Watershed. Under the guidance of the B.C 
Ministry of Environment (MOE), the 19-mem- 
ber Cheslatta Redevelopment crew conducted 
and completed the daunting task of cleaning up 
massive accumulations of debris that had Wn 


auu wmiiieieu me uaunung tasK ol cleaning up 
massive accumulations of debris that had been 
deposited on the lake shore over the last 40 
years. “The cleanup is particularly impressive, 
and I think that once the water levels are low¬ 
ered permanently, (they) will have the opportu¬ 
nity to develop one of the most picturesque rec¬ 
reational sites in the north.” said Don Cadden, 
MOE Senior Fisheries Biologist, Prince George 
Region. He adds, “The cleanup of debris in the 
two creeks (Sather and Ootsanee) was also com¬ 
pleted in accordance with Ministry standards. 
The debris was removed without disturbing the 
stream banks or destabilizing the systems.” 

Last fall the Cheslatta Band embarked on 
their comprehensive Cheslatta Redevelopment 
Project, one part of which entails the environ¬ 
mental cleanup of the watershed, which has sus¬ 
tained severe damage over the preceding 40 
years, as a result of Alcan’s Kemano I Project. 
The project is consistent with the MOE objec¬ 
tives in identifying the abused watershed as a 
prime candidate for long-term enhancement 
strategies. Although Alcan has been asked to 
participate in the Cheslatta Redevelopment 
Project, they have yet to confirm their involve- 



“As a result of these long-term enhancement 
plans by my people and the Ministry, we are 
convinced we can bring the Cheslatta system 
back to pre-flood capacities,” said Chief Marvin 
Charlie. Government figures indicate that the 
Cheslatta/Murray lake system is capable of 
adding $500,000 per year in revenues from 
increased sports fishing in the upper Nechako 
region, if brought up to its natural potential. 

This redevelopment offers some exciting pros¬ 


pects for the future of the Band, and consists of 
more than just physical redevelopment of the 
landbase. It is the tremendous opportunities 
which will be generated by the accompanying 
educational and training plan for the Band 
members, which really have created such a 
positive attitude at Cheslatta. 

In the Fall of1990, Band Council sat down and 
examined the future of the Band members 
relative to activities by corporations and related 
government agencies in the area. They con¬ 
cluded that there was a genuine opportunity to 
alter the future for many if not all Band 
members if training and educational opportuni¬ 
ties could be seized. In the winter of 1990 the 
Cheslatta Band acted, securing a skills shortage 
training package which was followed by the 
summer activities upon the Cheslatta lakeshore 
in conjunction with MOE activities. 


As a result of this training and related en¬ 
hancement work, unemployment figures reflect 
a marked alteration in the numbers of unem¬ 
ployed persons at Cheslatta. A year ago in 
November, Chelatta unemployment stood at 68 
percent, and 55 pe-‘ ’ " ‘ ‘ ■ ■ 


Since implementation of the Cheslatta Redevel¬ 
opment Project, full time employment has low¬ 
ered the unemployment rate to 35 percent and 
only 25 percent of Cheslatta people now collect 
Social Assistance benefits. 

Chief Charlie concludes, “It is an old dream of 
mine to see my people all working together 
trying to better themselves for today and for the 
future of their children. My dream is now 
becoming a reality when I see my people clean¬ 
ing up the mess at Cheslatta Lake, not only for 
themselves, but for people everywhere. We are 
going to show others that it can be done.” 
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Endangered Wildlife 


Some Species That Have Disappeared From Canada (Part II) 

by Dale Stelter 


e chicken, 


(Species dealt with in Part I: great auk, Labrador duck, greater prai 
Newfoundland wolf, great plains wolf, Cascade Mountains brown wolf.) 

The eastern elk was once found in southern extinction. 

Ontario and Quebec and down into the United The Queen Charlotte Island caribou (or Dawson 

States, and even as far west as southern Alberta, caribou) once inhabited — but was not overly ( 
Unfortunately, the eastern elk occupied much of abundant on 
the land that was first settled and cleared by the — the B.C. is- 
Europeans. The species was also victimized by a lands from 
popular version of sport hunting, in which the which it de¬ 
elk were run down by hunters on horseback, and rivedits name, 
by a high demand for its teeth. Consequently, Relentless 
the eastern elk was eliminated from Canada by habitat de- 
1850, and with its disappearance from the struction. 


Canada occurred in 1937. According to one 
source, the last known ferrets in existence are 
now being bred in captivity in the United States, 
in the hopes that their descendants can someday 
be introduced back into the wild. 

The swift fox was also a victim of poisoning 
campaigns, waged by farmers and ranchers 
against wolves, coyotes, and gophers. This poi¬ 
soning, along with 


United States decades later, was driven ii 


• FULLY MODERN UNITS 
•COURTESY COFFEE 
•AIR CONDITIONED 
• KITCHENETTES 
SEASON’S -AUTO PHONES 
WCTTOR INNS GREETINGS! . PLU< 
VALLEYVIEW HIGH PRAIRIE 

Healed Pool • Miniature Golf In the Centre ol High Prairi 

Junction of Hwy 43 & 34 (across from Shopping Centre. 

essst* „ ®i _ 

524-3383 S3 HI B 523-33 


Season's greetings 



May the 
Christmas Star 
shine brightly 
upon 

\ you and yours 


474-9841 

474-9842 


12510-82 STREET 
EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5B 2X6 




I (ykctfJet/ dr $/;u£/is 


| BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 


IAN KAY, Q.C. KIM SHIPLEY 

BOB McVEY REG SMITH 

SHERRY HEIKEL LYLE CARLSTROM 


A GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW 
INCLUDING: 


•REAL ESTATE • GENERAL LAWSUITS 

•CORPORATE • DIVORCES 

• COMMERCIAL - WILLS AND ESTATES 

• ACCIDENT CLAIMS • CONSTRUCTION LAW 


532-7771 


Fax Line 532-1158 
600 Windsor Court 
9835- 101St AVENUE, GRANDE PRAIRIE T8V 5V4 

J SPIRIT RIVER OFFICE 864-3999 

I FAIRVIEWOFFICE 10205-110ST. 835-5451 



lived along the 
coasts and off¬ 
shore islands 
of the Mari¬ 
time provinces 
and New Eng¬ 
land. It was a solitary animal, and the size and 
quality of its pelt made it a highly-sought after 
prize. As the sea mink was never abundant, 


the commercial fur 
trade, and natural 
predation, resulted 
in the swift fox 
becoming extir¬ 
pated in Canada by 
1938. Although re- 
introduction pro¬ 
grams have been 
launchedin Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, 
the eventual suc¬ 
cess of these pro¬ 
grams is still un¬ 
certain, and the 
species has not yet 
been taken off of 
the extirpated list. 

One of the most 
well-known cases of 
an extinct species 
is the passenger 
pigeon, which was 


the 


bird in 
flocks estimated to 
two billion birds. As 


pressures from trapping were sufficient to < 
its extinction, and the last known individual was 
killed in 1894 on Campobello Island, off of New 
Brunswick. 

The black-footed ferret is a small mammal 
that has become extirpated from Canada, mean¬ 
ing that it no longer exists in this country, but 
can be found elsewhere. This ferret has a very 
specialized ecological niche, preying almost 
entirely upon prairie dogs. As North America 
was settled, a massive poisoning campaign was 
launched against the prairie dogs, with drastic 
consequences upon the black-footed ferret, which 
was not abundant to begin with. 

The last sighting of a black-footed ferret in 


North America, and flew 
number up to one and eve 
the Europeans settlers spread across the 
nent, vast areas of passenger pigeon habitat was 
destroyed. Passenger pigeon meat also became a 
delicacy item, and the plumage of the birds 
became very popular in European fashion circles. 
As well, feathers and down were sought after for 
use in pillows and quilts. 

At one time, the carnage was so great that it 
was commonplace for a party of hunters to kill 
50,000 birds a week. Live passenger pigeons 
were also a valuable commodity, for use in sport 
trapshooting, and one person could kill 500 or 
more birds in a single day by this method. The 
result of this wholescale slaughter was that the 
last passenger pigeon in the world died in a 
Cincinnati zoo in 1914. 


NATIVE HANDICRAFT . 

WHITE-TAIL < 


Wishing You the Joys of Christmas 


ARMS, ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES 
BUY - SELL - TRADE - PAWNSHOP 
ART GALLERY 



THE 


Rod and 
Reel 


FOR QUALITY SERVICE i. 
SELECTION IN FISHING TACKLE 
BRAND NAMES: • SHIMANO • JOHNSON 
• ZEBCO • BERKLEY 
Bruce Ti Ibrook) • PLANO • FENWICK 

352-1659 5220 





e (403) 920-2854 


CUSTOM CABINETS 










































Alberta Native News December, 1991 


57 


ECOLOGY BRIEFS 


UP TO $300-MILLION NEEDED FOR ARCTIC CLEAN-UP 

A study has indicated that it could cost as much as $300-million to clean up PCBs, oil spills, 
and general garbage from abandoned defence radar sites in the Arctic. The study was done 
for the United States Air Force, by UMA Engineering Ltd. of Edmonton. 

Neither of the U.S. or Canadian defence departments has determined who will pay for the 
clean-up of 21 sites of the Distant Early Warning (DEW) line, which was funded by the U.S., 
and was built approximately 30 years ago, mainly by Canadians. The two countries are 
sharing the cost of the $1.3-billion North Warning System, which replaces the DEW line. 

GREY WHALE NUMBERS INCREASING 

The population of the Pacific grey whale has rebounded to such an extent that U.S. govern¬ 
ment officials are proposing to remove it from the list of endangered species. The whales have 
recovered to a population of about 21,000, after over-hunting earlier in the century had left 
only about 2,000 to 5,000 of the marine mammals in existence. 

The Pacific grey whales depend on a few breeding spots, and during their migration from the 
Bering Sea to shallow lagoons off the coast of California, often travel less than 20 kilometres 
from shore. Some environmentalists argue that the whales are therefore still susceptible 
human activities and pollution, and that delisting the whales would ' ' ’ 

mineral or oil exploration in waters used by the animals. 

A member of Greenpeace told the media that the whales should 
be reclassified as threatened, rather than delisted. 



SEVERE OZONE LOSS RECORDED 

Space satellite data have shown that the ozone layer above 
Antarctica is being diminished at a record rate. The data were 
collected by a U.S. instrument aboard a new USSR weather satel¬ 
lite. Scientists indicate that the instrument will be an important 
tool in studies of ozone depletion. 

For several years, large holes have developed in the ozone layer over Antarctica during its 
winter season. 

The ozone layer screens out harmful ultra-violet radiation in sunlight. The effects upon 
humans of ozone layer depletion would include increased skin cancer, an increase in eye cata¬ 
racts, and possible damage to the immune system. There would also be significant impacts 
upon crops, and upon phytoplankton, which are an integral component of aquatic foodchains 
and an important source of oxygen production. 

...AND A RADICAL “FIX” FOR OZONE LOSS IS PROPOSED 

Three atmospheric scientists have proposed a radical method for preventing formation of 
holes in the ozone layer over Antarctica. The scientists have proposed that airplanes could 
spray vast amounts of chlorine-usurping hydrocarbons—likely propane or ethane—over the 
Antarctic. (The chlorine atoms from chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, attack ozone molecules.) 

It is estimated that this remedy would require decades to complete, and that each year, more 
than 45,000 tonnes of the hydrocarbons, sprayed over an area of nearly 2.6 million square kilo¬ 
metres, would be needed. 

The scientists stated that even if usage of ozone-depleting CFCs was banned by the end of 
the decade, residual amounts already in the atmosphere will persist well into the next 
century. 

The Cox News Service indicates that the scientists developed their proposal using computer 
models, and acknowledged that there are still many uncertainties about the side-effects of the 
proposal. They said their concept will probably spark debate among scientists, but hope it will 
promote a public process forjudging it and other remedies proposed for repairing global en¬ 
vironmental problems. 
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Tel: (403) 483-6641 Fax: (403) 484-4378 
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Policy Review Slated 
for National Parks 

Whisky traders who inhabit the Cypress Hills (Fort Walsh National 
Historic Site, southwestern Saskatchewan). A tortuous trail that led many 
stampeders on a disappointing wild gold chase (Chilkoot Trail National 
Historic Site, northwestern British Columbia). Lunar—like landscapes that 
rarely see the footprint of man (Ellesmere Island National Park Reserve, 
northeastern Northwest Territories). A thunderous waterfall that 
dwarfs Niagara in height (Virginia Falls, Nahanni National Park 
Reserve, western Northwest Territories). What do all these wonders 
have in common? They are all components of national parks and 
historic sites contained within Prairie and Northern Region of the 
Canadian Parks Service and they are about to undergo a program 
policy review. 

The Canadian Parks Service is reviewing the program policy 
that directs the commemoration, protection and presentation of 
its cultural and natural heritage activities. 

“The last comprehensive review of the policy was in 1979. A lot 
of things have changed since then. It’s time for us to take 
another look,” said Joseph Constant, public participation 
co-ordinator. 

The overall objective of the review is to update and revise the 
1979 policy to bring it into line with changes in legislation, 
programs and society. The Canadian Parks Service intends 
to accomplish this by using an extensive public participation 

P “Consultations have already taken place in some regions. 

Ours are scheduled for two weeks in January. It may be a 

cold and dark time of year, but a perfect time for lively discussion and 

enlightening comment," Constant said. 

The meeting schedule for Prairie and Northern Region is as follows: 

• Winnipeg—Monday, January 13, 1992, at the Delta Winnipeg, in the 
Manitoba East Room; 

• Regina—Thursday, January 16, at the Regina Inn, Burbank Room; 

• Saskatoon—Friday, January 17, Ramada Renaissance, Florence Room; 

• Whitehorse—Monday, January 20, Yukon Inn, Fireside Room South; 

• Yellowknife—Thursday, January 23, Explorer Hotel, Melville Room; 

• Iqaluit—Monday, January 27, Arctic College, 
j All meetings will start at 7:00 p.m. local time. 

“The Canadian Parks Service belongs to all Canadians. We encourage all 
to attend these meetings. Canada’s natural and cultural heritage deserves 


CANADIAN PARKS 
SERVICE 

Let’s talk. 


The Canadian Parks Service 



City: 

Winnipeg 


Meeting Schedule: 


Date: 

Monday, January 13 


Location: 

Delta Winnipeg, 


Manitoba East Room 
Thursday, January 16 Regina Inn, 


Saskatoon Friday, January 17 
Whitehorse Monday, January 20 


Burbank Room 
Ramada Renaissance, 
Florence Room 
Yukon Inn, 

Fireside Room South 
Yellowknife Thursday, January 23 Explorer Hotel, 
Melville Room 

Iqaluit Monday, January 27 Arctic College 


Policy Review Co-ordinal 



New Vision for 
Environment Council 

The Environment Council of Alberta (ECA), has recently completed 
its report. Working Towards a Sustainable Future through Public 
Involvement. . 

The report identifies the publics to be served, the principles to 
govern the new ECA, the processes and activities through which 
interaction can occur, and the role of the public in the overall 
direction of the ECA. - 

The Transitional Working Group also recommended the 
establishment of an Advisory Board to provide for a public role in the , 
ECA’s overall direction. 

Transitional Working Group members were appointed by Dr. 
Natalia Krawetz, who served as chairman of the group, in April 
1991. Members included Joe Calenda, Holly Hallett, Ron Hicks, 
Phil Lulman, Maryhelen Posey and Bob Scace. 

“Members of the group have put a great deal of time and energy 
into preparing this report, which deals with specific aspects of the 
ECA’s new vision: making our work relevant to Albertans,” said Dr. 
Krawetz. “This report gives us a blueprint for dealing with the 
public-involvement aspects of the ECA’s revitalization and 
transition.” 

The Environment Council of Albert a is an arm’s length government 
agency established by legislation and reporting to the Minister of 
environment. It provides the Minister with advice independent of 
the Department of Environment, other provincial agencies and 
specific interest groups. 

The ECA’s mission is to work toward a sustainable future for 
Alberta by providing leadership and long-term strategic policy 
advice on environmental conservation to the government, based on 
input from knowledgeable and concerned Albertans. The Council’s 
main functions are advising the Minister, seeking input from and 
providing information to the public, administering the secretariat 
to the Alberta Round Table on Environment and Economy, and 
holding public hearings at Cabinet request. 


From Our Family to Yours 


The best of the 
season and a 
prosperous and 
safe new year 


(D 



ALBERTA POWER LIMITED 
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Environmental Divest 


MORE PROVINCIAL PARKS 
SLATED FOR PRIVATIZATION 

According to Steve West, Alberta’s minister of Parks and Recreation, 
eight more provincial parks will begin operating under contract to the 
private sector next year. At present, eight of 51 provincial parks are 
operated under private contract. 

‘ The Edmonton Journal reports that Parks and Recreation is also 
taking over 85 roadside stopovers now being operated by the Transpor¬ 
tation department, and may take over forestry campgrounds. West 
indicated that those may also be privatized. 


FIRM OFFERS TO SELL ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 

The firm proposing to build a controversial resort near Canmore has 
offered to sell to the Alberta government the mandatory study of the 
project’s potential environmental impact. The Canadian Press reports 
that Calgary-based Three Sisters Resorts hired UMA Engineering Ltd. 
to report on the environmental consequences of the proposed resort, 
which would include four 18-hole golf courses, 610,000 square feet of 
commercial space, 2,275 hotel rooms, and 5,800 accomodation units. 

CP also reports that: 

• the study cost $1.2-million; 

• Three Sisters Resorts, which had the results copyrighted, is 
offering to sell the study to the government for more than $200,000; 

• the president and CEO of Three Sisters said that the study covers 
an area five times larger than the proposed resort and contains infor¬ 
mation the Alberta government could use for other purposes, and that 
without buying the copyrighted information outright, the government 
can only use it to review the project. 

In the past, firms proposing a project with potential environmental 
impacts have been responsible for the costs of independent studies of 
those impacts. The studies are required by the provincial government. 


BIG OIL FIRMS COULD 
LEAVE 

The House of Commons energy 
committee was recently told that 
possible—and expensive—envi¬ 
ronmental regulations could re¬ 
sult in large oil companies taking 
their money out of the country 
and investing it elsewhere. 

The committee is reviewing the 
challenges facing the energy sec¬ 
tor in Canada, and whether it is possible to meet the federal 
government’s goal of capping carbon dioxide emissions at 1990 levels, 
by the year 2000. The energy industry maintains that Canada is a 
minor contributor to global production of greenhouse gases, and that 
it will be too expensive to meet those goals. 

A consultant to the committee, who is also vice-president of the 
Canadian Energy Research Institute, said that the energy industry 
should be allowed to invest in specific technologies and innovations, 
and not have another set of fiscal penalties imposed on it in the form 
of environmental regulations. 


DID YOU KNOW? 

• The Friends of the Earth environmental organization estimates 
that in September, a record 50,000 fires were burning in the Amazon 
forest. 

• It is estimated that by the end of the decade, levels of naturally- 
occurring ozone in the atmosphere could drop by five percent. 

• It is estimated that each year, U.S. shrimp fishermen in the Gulf 
of Mexico also catch and discard more than three billion fish. 

• Drift-nets used in the North Pacific, mainly for catching squid, 
also catch other types of fish, as well as marine mammals and birds. 
It is estimated that of the total catch of the North Pacific drift-net 
fishery, 28 percent is discarded. 



Merry Christmas and 
Happy New fear to our 
Friends in the Native 
Community 

REDI-FAST 
FIXIT LTD. 
584-3768 

FORT ASSINIBOINE 


+ SALES * SERVICE 
+ PARTS 
+ ACCESSORIES 



Native Friendship Centre 


5010-41st Street 
Lloydminster, Alberta 
T9V1B7 


Pea rso j /y\i m ber I i ne 

Forestry Consultants 

c Besl c lUtsKes {o« Ckmslntas and ItacNewQjeax 


FISHING LAKE METIS SETTLEMENT 

The Settlement is in the process of developing local self-government and within this 
transition, challenging and exciting career opportunities exist for individuals to meet 
Settlement service delivery needs. Two positions reporting to the Settlement 
Administrator are open in the administrative organization. These are hands-on 
positions bound to stimulate your interest. Please consider applying for the following 


Finance Officer 


s of the Se 


te Settlem 


lance with the by-laws, policies, objectives. , „ 

ting within a computerized accounting environment. The Finnic ........ 

ges the bottom line financial affairs of the Settlement while remaining cognizant 
of the Settlement members’ needs and direction established by policy. 

Applicants should possess an accounting designation coupled with several years of 
senior finance experience. Good interpersonal and computer skills are necessary to 
perform successfully. A combination of experience and education will be considered. 
Office Manager 

Responsible to manage and carry out the day-to-day administrative activities of the 
Settlement office. This includes the organizing of meetings, agenda packages, co¬ 
ordinating the preparation of by-laws and policies and providing managerial support 

Applicants require strong organizational skills to maintain a smooth operating offici 
environment. Applicants should have completed business administration education 
and computer training along with several years of general offic 



Happy New Year to all our passengers 

iVoriii oi* 60 Q 
Bus lines 

A Division of Bizzee Bee Enterprizes 


“Your highway connection 
between Fort Smith and Hay River. 
Passenger, freight and courier service." 


ur lymbol of life. Respect the jaerce 


ogr—gsr National Indian 
Forestry Institute 



May the Creator bring safety, strength and guidance 
to all First Nations in the New Year 
For information on program registration contact: 

NATIONAL INDIAN FORESTRY INSTITUTE PhC.... 

Tina Morasly, Student Services Co-ordinator, (30b) 23b-4440 

P.O.Box 2138, MEADOW LAKE, Sask. SOM 1 VO_Fax (306) 236 " 
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FROM ALBERTA NATIVE NEWS 

Steve Burkin is particular about the 
environment. 

Steve is an environment control technician at Procter & 

Gamble's pulp mill near Grande Prairie. Using 
sophisticated equipment, he samples flue gases from 
the stacks, water in the Wapiti River and groundwater 
on the millsite. 

He monitors well over a hundred parameters — 
everything from sulphur dioxide in the stack gases!i|jijjfl 
organisms in the river bed — to make sure we stay 
within the limits set by our operating license. He 
prepares regular reports on our environmental 
performance for Alberta Environment. 

Steve strives for accuracy and quality in the tests f 
performs. 

"In all the years I've been here. I've never been asked to 
repeat a testjust to get a more favorable result. The 
Company works to correct the cause not the test. 

There's an integrity here, and it has never compromised 
my personal integrity." 

Statistics from the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association 
show that our Grande Prairie mill leads other Canadian 
pulp mills in terms of environmental performance. 

We will maintain that commitment to 
environmental protection. 


|f||i p nm p 

I • 

: |1I 




Steve is one of more than 700 people who 
work here at Procter & Gamble. They're 
all particular people — particular about 
our environment, particular about our 
customers, particular about our 
community. And we are particularly 
proud of them. 


Procter 

& 

Gamble 


You 

Care 
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Economic Bcvdopmcit 


BELCOURT FURS: A One Stop Taste of Native Heritage 





Belcourt gets his 
goods from north¬ 
western Alberta and 
northern British 
Columbia - some of 
the finest country for 
fur bearers in the 


orld. 


arted 


door-to-door myself. 
Now I have people 

says. ‘Now I sit and 
wait for the fellows to 
do the work.” 

Belcourt says he 
deals mostly with 
Native trappers, but 
insists there are some 
non-Native hands 

fi^e furs^'We try and 
get the best furs 
possible,” he says. 

Belcourt fur pieces, 
some already crafted 
into garments, others 
prepared forstitching, 
are as varied as the 

Available pelts 
include the complete 
fox family, silver, red 



Driving with a suspended licence? 
Your vehicle will be seized! 


Currently, there are over 60,000 Alberta drivers 
with their driving privileges suspended. Studies 
suggest that a significant portion, up to 65 percent, 
of these drivers illegally operate a motor vehicle 
during their suspension period. 

It’s time to get tough and bring this to an end! 
Under the Motor Vehicle Administration Act, the 
Alberta Solicitor General and the province’s 
police services are cracking down. Driving with a 
suspended licence could cost you a fine of up to 
$2,000, or a jail term of not less than 14 days, and 
your vehicle will be impounded for 30 days. 


Vehicle seizure will also apply to individuals 
who knowingly lend their vehicles to drivers 
under suspension. These vehicle owners can also 
be fined up to $2,000, or jailed in default of fine 
payment for up to 14 days. In addition, their 
vehicle will be seized for 30 days. Before a 
vehicle is released to its owner, all towing and 
storage costs must be paid. 

If you continue to drive while 
under suspension... jflt viitri 

Your vehicle will be seized! /AJiUjiILI 

SOLICITOR GENERAL 
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A PROFILE OF PEACE HILLS TROST 


by Ryan Edwards 

It was nearly 11 years ago, on January 5, 1981, that Peace 
Hills trust began its operations. At that time, it was the first 
Native-owned trust company in Canada. Today, it is the 
largest such company in North America, and still growing. 

Peace Hills Trust is wholly-owned by the Samson Band of 
Hobbema, located about 100 kilometres south of Edmonton. 

The company’s head office is located on-reserve in Hobbema, 
with the corporate office set in Edmonton, and retail banking 
branches located in Hobbema, Edmonton, Calgary, and Win¬ 
nipeg. The company hopes to open a full-service branch in 
Saskatoon, and is also applying for licenses in Ontario and 
Quebec. 

While Peace Hills Trust delivers financial services through¬ 
out most regions of Canada, from British Columbia to New 
Brunswick and up to Yellowknife, its activities are concen¬ 
trated in the western provinces. Although the company 
provides services toNatives and non-Natives alike, its primary 
emphasis is upon serving the financial needs of Native 
individuals, corporations, institutions, and associations, both 
on-reserve and off-reserve. In fact, the vast majority of Peace 
Hills Trust’s clientele are Native. 

The services which the company provides include: 

• deposit services: personal or business daily interest 
chequing and saving accounts; investment/trust services; 
seniors’ benefit package; cash management account; guaran¬ 
teed investment certificates; registered retirement savings 
plans; pension plan administration. 

• lending services: residential and commercial mortgages; 
cash management account (credit facility); term loans; con¬ 
sumer loans; on-reserve housing; project financing for Native 

Other on-reserve projects for which Peace Hills Trust 
provides financial assistance include schools, band admini¬ 
stration buildings, sports complexes, and shopping centres. 

Some specific projects in which the company has been 
involved are the Manitoba Metis Business Complex, in Contest, which promotes the artistic talents of Native people and offers a showcase 
Winnipeg; the Native Heritage Center, in Duncan, B.C.; the for the best artwork. The first contest was held in 1982 and was open to entries from 
Makaoo Mall, in Onion Lake, Saskatchewan; the Jackfish Golf western Canada and the two territories. The number of entries continued to grow 
and Conference Centre, which is located in the Battleford each year, and the 1990 and 1991 contests have been open to entries from across 
Provincial Park, in Saskatchewan, and was built by the Canada. This year’s awards ceremony was held in Calgary, in conjunction with the 
Salteaux Band. official opening of the Calgary banking branch (see article on the facing page for the 

In all of these ways, Peace Hills Trust actively pursues the list of winners), 
fulfillment of its mission statement, which is to “continue to Each year, the first, second, and third prize-winning entry of artwork are placed in 

operate a full service trust company on a national basis with the Peace Hills Trust permanent art collection, and are exhibited in various parts of 
emphasis on the Native communities.” the country. As well, the first prize-winning entry is reproduced on the company’s 

Peace Hills Trust is also well-known forits annual Native Art calender for the ensuing year. 



Christmas Blessings and a Bright New Year 


'May Peace and Love be yours at Christmas 

across the North .Mr. 


STANLEY PUMP SUPPLY LTD. 



REPAIRS AND SALES 

Business Pevelopment Services 


• Jet Pumps ■ Submersible Pumps 

• Business Loans and Equity Capital 


• High Pressure Pumps 

• Business Plans 


• Sewage Pumps and much more 

P.0. BOX 2300,101 Mackenzie Road, Inuvik, lll.l/V.T. XOE 0T0 


14606-115 Ave. 

INIIVIK: 979-2836 • NORMAN WELLS: 587-2947 


USm 453-5861 Edmonton, Alberta 


Friesen's 
General Store 

Building Supplies -Hardware^ 

Groceries • Imperial Products 
• Tires • Propane J 

Fort Vermilion, Alta. TOH 1N0 • 927-3444 



PRAIRIE INDUSTRIAL 
i CHEMICALS INC. 

' HEAD OFFICE: Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
SALES OFFICES: Regina, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgary 


... working with 
people and products 
to improve and preserve 
the environment 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 
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PEACE HILLS TRUST 
SHOWCASES NATIVE ART 


Peace Hills Trust recently held a Native Art Exhibition in Calgary to 
A_? W o aSe the spectacular array of entries to their Ninth Annual Native 
Art Contest. The art show also marked the official opening of the 
compan/s Calgary branch office. 

First place was awarded to Edmonton-based artist Carl Fontaine for his 
stunning entry entitled “The Great Chief Poundmaker.” Second and third 
place went to Kenneth Louis of Hobbema and Garry Oker of Dawson 
Creek British Columbia. Terry McCue and Josh Kolay were awarded 
honorable mentions. 

The winners in the children’s categories were Christine Sauvie Anno 
years and under), Teddy Hend (10 to 13 years) and Steve Island (14 to 17 




"The Great Chief Poundmaker " by Cart Fontaine 


w 


(jmUi/ftoM 

Western Star ___ 

Trucks (North) Ltd. 

CANADIAN BUILT 

CANADA WIDE DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

11205 - 98 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB 
Telephone: (403) r 



Fax:387-4102 






May CU iUeftys ofibatCi amipratptritp it uiCi ycu aftCU ptar tlinmpk 

MIDWEST 
JOINT VENTURE 


601-45th Street West 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7L 5W5 

Midwest Joint Venture, operated by 
Denison Mines Ltd., has 

completed an environmental 
impact statement tor their 
proposed uranium mine 
and mill near 

•; Points North Landing 
in Northern 
Saskatchewan 



• An Equal Opportunity Employer • 
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Blood Band Pays Tribute 
with Traditional Dance 

troupe, consisting of dancers, drummers and 
Members of the Blood Tribe were amongst the gingers, exquisitely performed a number of 
friends gathering in Calgary recently to pay Indian ‘fancy dances’. 

tribute to their Honorary Chief “Iron Horse”, “The fancy dances are the most exciting to 
also known as Bob Blair, recently retired Chair- wa tch,” says Harley Frank of the Blood Tribe 
man of NOVA Corporation of Alberta. Blair and coordinator of the dance troupe for the 
received the “CESO Award for International evening. “The youth retain their culture through 
Development”, from the Canadian Executive the dances and the entertainment is full of 
Service Organization for his contribution to the vitality, colour and life.” 

development of Canadian Aboriginal people. “If anyone deserves this award, it’s Mr. Blair. 
The ceremony included performances from Ian i n fact, it’s long overdue”, says Chief Liz Scout, 
Tyson and a special dance presentation by a Chief of Police on the Blood Tribe reserve. “We 
youth dance troupe from the Blood Tribe. The are honored to be involved in the evening’s 


events. He has a sincere, genuine interest in the 
betterment of Native people. Without his sup¬ 
port, we would not be where we are today .He has 
helped us succeed and become winners.” 

To date, NOVA currently employs, full-time, 
over 150 Native people. Under Blair’s leader¬ 
ship, NOVA has designed a number of employ¬ 
ment and education programs for Native people. 
Over 4,000 students have benefitted from 
NOVA’s Native Education program and over 
100 Native businesses have been awarded con¬ 
tracts by NOVA through its Native Business 
programs. 

CESO, a not-for-profit organization founded 
in 1967, uses retired and semi-retired Canadian 
professionals who donate their time and exper¬ 
tise to advise businesses and organizations 
owned by Canadian Aboriginal people and in 
developing countries. 


Siksika Nation Minerals Claim Settled 


uMay you* Cfeisbnas season be j 
mmy and b/iiglit 

WHITE EARTH 
□RUGS 

• Prescription Service 
iVST” Photofinishing 
Uphirmict . Cosmetics 
■ Cards & Gift's 
■ Vet supplies ■ Watches 
Farm Animal & Pet Supplies 
HOURS MON. - SAT. 300 am. -BOO pm i 
151 White Earth 5treet 
( Smoky Lake 656-4302 


May your Christmas be bright 
and your New Year prosperous 



Municipal'District of 'WestlockjHp 92 
OFFICE OFFXE 
MwMJCi'PSdL ywMi’HfS'DKsvron 
“BOX 219, WestbdQ Alberta F0Q 2LD 
Telephone 349-3346 


TRACK TRUCK. 



TRACKS OF ALL TRADES 


Chief Strater Crowfoot of the Siksika Nation 
has recently signed a settlement agreement for 
the band’s specific claim related to the Bassano 


The Siksika Nation minerals claim related to 
events that occurred in 1910 when the Governor 
in Council sold 2,855 acres of Blackfoot Reserve 
No. 146 to the Canadian Pacific Railway Com¬ 
pany (CPR) for an irrigation reservoir, known as 
the Bassano Dam. The land transfer, letters 
patents and certificates of titles issued to the 
CPR failed to reserve the mines and minerals for 
the benefit of the Siksika Nation. 

Under the terms of the settlement, the Siksika 
Nation will receive $4.9 million as compensation 
for lost revenues. Also, in August 1991, Canada 
repurchased the subsurface mineral rights for 
$35,037 in order to restore them to the band. 

“The Siksika Nation is very happy to recover 
its mineral rights in the Bassano Dam area,” in¬ 
dicated Chief Crowfoot. “Monies from the settle- 
it will be used to further various economic 
development projects of the Siksika Nation.” 

The band referendum on the federal offer was 
held on November 28 and 29,1991. Voter turn- 
was 66 percent and the vote itself was 97 
percent in favor of accepting the settlement. 



Edmonton Police Set 
Quotas For Women, 
Natives, and Visible 
Minorities 

The Edmonton police department has es¬ 
tablished quotas for the recruitment of 
women, Aboriginal people, and visible mi¬ 
norities. The quotas were set in an effort to 
better reflect the representation of those 
sectors in the community. The Edmonton 
Journal reports that the recruitment initia¬ 
tives will apply to a ten year period, during 
which at least nine females will be hired 
each year, 10 percent of people recruited 
must be Native, and 25 percent must be 
from visible minorities. 
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BUSINESS BOOMING FOR NATIVE COMPANY 




the Recession 


“Despite the fact that their businesses and 
communities have been adversely affected by 
the recession. Aboriginal business people are 
now building their own solutions to economic 
problems they never created,” says a study 
released by the Canadian Council for Native 
Business (CCNB). CCNB is an non-profit, na¬ 
tional organization of Canadian and Aboriginal 
businesses formed to help develop the economic 
self-sufficiency of Canada’s First Peoples through 
the opportunities of business enterprise. Abo¬ 
riginal entrepreneurs operating established 
businesses were contacted by CCNB for the 
Aboriginal Economic Indicators Study in Au¬ 
gust 1991,to determine the extent the recession 
is affecting their businesses and communities. 
The study identifies three specific areas where 
mainstream business could support Aboriginal 
economic development as follows: 

• apprentice and business training 

• experienced Canadian business executives 
sitting on Aboriginal boards of directors 

• organizations like CCNB to help entrepre¬ 
neurs with training and networking 

The study also identifies several factors which 
would be necessary in an Aboriginal-driven 
development strategy to increase control and 
capacity to manage their own economic future: 

• improved access to markets 

• more strategic alliances between Aboriginal 
people 

• more independent Aboriginal development 
corporations 

• more business and skills training 

• increased bank support of Aboriginal busi- 

• access to venture capital 

• more joint ventures 

CCNB President Patrick Lavelle comments: 
“Aboriginal people are bringing their unique 
culture to the bargaining table and into the 
'board rooms more than ever. It’s a natural step 
to become more pro-active in business because 
it’s a necessary building block in the achieve¬ 
ment of self-reliance.” The study reports 80 
percent of existing Aboriginal businesses were 
started-up in the past 10 years showing Aborigi¬ 
nal people across Canada are now making 
important decisions about employment, job train¬ 
ing and business ventures. “For companies 
serious about possible business partnerships, 
there is much to be learned from Aboriginal 
business people and many potential financial 
benefits worth exploring,” says Mr. Lavelle. 




Your Problems are Our Concern! 
WE LISTEN! 

Working with you to solve your problems has 
resulted in the development and improvement 
ot our products. 

Continuous research and development 
keeps us at the forefront of the industry. 

WE REACT! 

When you have a problem - Let us know! 
We will work with you to find a solution. 


Diversified Production Systems Ltd. 

Box 45, Site 2, R. R. 1 Edmonton (403) 470-5700 

Winterbuxn, Alberta TOE 2N0 Fax (403) 470-3057 

Calgary (403) 233-0779 


Specializing in Production Equipment 
& Urethanes 

for Oilfield, Agriculture 8c Mining 
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Trap Exchange 
Under Way 

NWT trappers are encouraged to trade in 
their leghold traps for new quick kill traps. 

Renewable Resources Minister Titus Al- 
looloo says his department expects to distrib¬ 
ute more than 20,000 C-120 Magnum Co- 
nibear quick-kill traps this trapping season. 
The new traps are used for small furbearing 
animals such as marten or mink. 

Under the trap exchange program, active 
trappers who have attended recent trapper 
workshops will receive a new killing trap for 
each old leghold trap they turn in. The maxi¬ 
mum number of traps a trapper is eligible for 
is directly related to the average of their fur 
sales from 1986 to 1989. 

“By October, 1992, only quick-kill traps will 
be permitted for hunting small furbearing 
animals. This exchange program will help 
NWT trappers acquire the proper traps before 
that deadline date,” says Mr. Allooloo. 

Leghold traps will still be permitted for the 
larger species such as fox, lynx and wolf until 
other effective and efficient killing traps are 
developed and approved for those species by 
the Fur Institute of Canada. Leghold traps are 
also permitted in drowning sets. 

Trappers are also reminded that they are 
required to check their live-holding traps at 
least once every 72 hours. In introducing this 
standard, the NWT is now complying with the 
guidelines agreed to by all Canadian jurisdic- 

In 1993, all first-time trappers will be re¬ 
quired to attend workshops which will cover 
humane trapping systems, pelt preparation 
and furbearer management techniques. 


PEIGAN RANCH EXPANDS 

Peigan CY Ranch Ltd., a cow/calf operation owned by the Peigan Nation in Brocket, will be 
undertaking a major expansion project. A $249,000 contribution from the federal Aboriginal 
Business Development Program will be used toward the total costs, which are estimated at 
$766,000. 

The expansion project will involve the purchase of additional cows and bulls, water source 
development work, new fences and corrals to improve grazing management, and irrigation 
equipment to upgrade the existing system. 

The Peigan CY Ranch’s Board of Directors is combining its extensive expertise in ranching, 
and taking advantage of the current Alberta calf market to broaden their economic base. 
Through the expansion, one full-time and five parb-time positions will be maintained, and 
one additional full-time and seven part-time positions will be created. 


Our Best Wishes For a Happy. Healthy and Safe Holiday Season 

BUSINESS _ 

DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM _ 

Helping new and existing Indian business persons 


Providing a source of loan capital 



- Capital purchases 

- Working capital 

- Bridge Financing 

- Equity loans to lever private lender 
financing 

- Advice and assistance in developing 
business plans 



SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN EQUITY FOUNDATION INC. 


P.A. Branch Office Head Office 

1st Floor. 3601 - Slh Ave. East 401 Packham Place 

Box SOSO Saskatoon, Sask. 

Prince Albert, Sask. S6V 7V6 S7N2T7 

(306) 922-2344 (306) 955-4550 


Regina Branch Office 
2500- 13th Avenue 
Regina, Sask. 

S4P0W2 
(306) 352-0996 


Season's Greetings 
from 

Native Affairs 
Department 


Jk NOVA 
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Without Reserve: Stories From Urban Natives 

by Linda Shorten Published by NeWest Press, Edmonton; \ 

294 pages 

Review by Ryan Edwards 

In this book, a collection of autobiographical 
profiles of urban Natives, it is the voices of the 
people being profiled that are dominant, not the 
voice of the compiler of the stories. As those 
Native people tell their stories, in their own 
words, the reader is taken on a tumultuous 
journey that encompasses a wide range of 
emotions, from deep pain and frustration, to joy 
and happiness. 

The common denominators amongst the people 
telling their stories is that they are Natives who 
grew up or live in Edmonton. After that, there is 
a wide range in age, and present personal 
circumstances. For example, there is a social 
worker, an artist, a grandmother, and there are 
youths. 

Linda Shorten, who is non-Native, writes in stories are not “a representative sample”, could 
the introduction that she served “as the conduit pose a potential drawback to the book. If it is 
through which these Native people could make read by a person who already holds prejudiced 
their stories known.” She also writes that the attitudes, or has chosen to ignore the long 
stories “do not pretend to be a representative history of extreme racism to which Natives have 
sample, such sampling being beyond my ability been subjected, such a person could use the book 
or intent.” to reinforce some stereotyped attitudes about 

Those stories are often searing in their hon- Native people. Such readers, for example, do not 
esty, and as such, would have required monu- or will not understand that when anger, pain, 
mental courage to tell. Almost all of the people and frustration have no other outlet, they may 
telling the stories asked to have their identities be expressed insuch manners as abuse of alcohol 
protected, for reasons varying from protection of and drugs, or in clashes with the law. 
other family members, to the fact that the On the other hand, the stories in this book 
storytellers are young. demonstrate, in often stark and pain-filled 

There are stories that tell of devastating language, the devastating results of systemic 
racism experienced in childhood or adulthood, of racism that has strived to strip Aboriginal 
humiliating experiences in fost^: homes. There people of their culture, heritage, self-esteem, 
are stories that tell of problem^Bth alcohol and pride, and land. The stories will certainly have a 
drug abuse, of confrontations with the law, of strong impact upon many readers, and hope- 
jail. fully, many people will come away with a greater 



This, however, combined with the fact that the 



depth of understanding of experiences they have 
not had to endure. 

There are also, of course, words of joy, happi¬ 
ness, and triumph in this book. As but one 
example, a storyteller who said “As long as I was 
drinking I didn’t feel the pain” is now a social 
worker and can say “I don’t feel old and I don’t 
feel used up. I feel re-energized.” 

In this way, this storyteller and others in the 
book are a testimony to the resilient and indomi¬ 
table spirit of the First Peoples of this country. 
Without Reserve has also given a voice to a few 
of this country’s urban Natives. They have 
something to say, and mainstream Canada must 



Best UUlihei 
for 1992 

BOB ELLIOTT 

MLA GRANDE PRAIRIE 
CONSTITUENCY 
(403) 538-1800 
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Northern Alberta 
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Newman 
Theological College 

15611 St. Alton Trail „„„„„„„ 
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‘Wishing you peace and joy at 
Christmas and in the year to come 
jrom 

Chief Carl Quinn ^ 
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Bring Safety, Strength and Guidance 
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in the New Year 
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1980 THOMAS 
SKIDSTEER DIESEL 

sr*3to 

1987 GMC SIERRA 
CLASSIC SHORTBOX 

*9,500 . 



vjggipi. 

gn 

1976 SUNKAMPER 
5THWHEEL 

30’ Nice Shape 

*6900 

1985 BUICK RIVIERA 

ONLY *4^900 

1984 TRANS-AM 
T-TOP 

Auto., Fully Loaded. Copper 

*4750 

1984 CARAVELLE 



1988 COLT 

|J[f ^ 


CAVALIER 

1981 GMC SIERRA 

Va TON 

4 Door, Auto, 67. Km 

1984 TEMPO GL 

4 Dr., Auto., Red, Very Good 

1980 BUICK RIVIERA 

V8, Auto., Full^ Loaded. Slider, 

SALON 

4 Dr., ve, Navy Blue, Clean 

*2495 

*2495 


*4,995 

*2200 

*2200 






1975 CHEV 
SILVERADO % TON 

1982 CHEV 
CAVALIER T-TYPE 

FREE 

1982 DODGE ARIES 

4 Dr., Std.^Dark Grey^ Runs 

1983 MERCURY 
^ ZEPHYR 

454 'T*°1°900 amPer 

Good Shape 

*1800 

COFFEE 

HOT 

CHOCOLATE 

*1750 

P*1 R 55<f 





”, 1982 DODGE 

s' RAMPAGE CUSTOM 

| 2.2 4 Spd, Black, Runs Great 

i *1 275 

1979 T-BIRD 

9 dy ‘ Shape 

*1200 

1976 CADDY 
SEVILLE 

FU "*1200° d 

1976 MALIBU 
CLASSIC 

*1200 


#» 


WE WELCOME 

CONSIGNMENTS 

| 1978 LeBARON S/W 

1 318, Fully Loaded, Woodgrain 

*900 

1978 DODGE 
B200 VAN 

6Cyl ' $QQQ Unn0 ' 

1975 GMC SIERRA 
GRANDE 

350, 4 Spd., Eve. Heavy Hauler 

*800 


FKEE 


c -sjmxi 



1980 BIG FOOT 

MONSTER TRUCK 
SHORT BOX 4X4 

,/WTT. 

1972 10‘ HOLIDAY 
TRAILER 

*750 

1980 F250 

^ SUPERCAB spM . ai 

| AU, 0"' Nh *700 SPe" 

1980 PLYMOUTH 
GRAN FURY 

4D, *700 Car 

1978 BUICK 
ELECTRA 225 

4 Dr.. Fully Loaded 

11 *700 

$ 7,500 

1973^GMC y^TON 

Mechanic Special 

*450 




100“ COUPON 


ALL PRICES UNDER $ 1000 
NON-NEGOTIABLE 


Towards the purchase of a 
vehicle after negotiated price 


ALL SALES FINAL 


CASH, CERTIFIED CHEQUE, 
MONEY ORDER, BANK DRAFT 
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Sales • L 

v/'- fAAEr 

,8 986 PONTIAC 6000 

F " VWliSSrey ad9d ' 

$ 4600 

1980 F150XLT 4X4 

*3650* 

1980 GMC JIMMY 4X4 

*3200 

1981 PONTIAC 
^ GRAND PRIX ^ 

Tone Pa^mOMKms, Clean 

1984 CAPRICE CLASSIC 
STATION WAGON 

*290<f ^ 

■ ■•i. 

! 1981 CORDOBA 

318, Loaded, T-Tops, 

Runs Good 

! $ 1995 

_ 

1983 DODGE RAMPAGE 
SPORT TRUCK 

2.2 5 Spd., Silver. Excellent 

$ 1995 

1982 CHEV IMPALA S/W 

*1995 

1978 OLDS TORONADO 

*1995 m 

1981 GMC 

Fully Loaded. Two Tone 

$1,995 

1958 MERCURY ' 

MONTEREY U<4. 

“'"‘liirKi 

1982 DODGE 400 

0*1550)' 

1978 LINCOLN TOWN 
CAR 

*1450 

1980 BUICK 
LeSABRE 

""*1450" 

WE PA 
GS1 
SUNI 

*Y the 
f on 
)AYS 

stoic 

1982 PONTIAC mQ, 
PHOENIX WJ 

*1450 ^ 

1978 FI 50 
| ^SUPERCAB 

$1000 

1979 MONZA 

V6. Auto.. Copper Brown, 

*1000 

1978 FORD 1/2 

XLTAUTO 

1 *995 

1982 BUICK 

SKYLARK 

4 Speed, 2 Door 

$995 

1975 CHEV IMPALA 

*995 

1977 GMC 

SPRINT, EL CAMINO 

350 AUTO 

*950 Y J 

975 CADDY COUPE 
DEVILLE 

*800 

1977^T.BIRD 

F ul, y load«RedTrim 

WANTED 

OLD CORVETTES 

NOT RESTORED 

85 & NEWER 
HARLEY 
DAVIDSONS 

1976 GMC 1/2 

350 AUTO 

*995 

1981 CHEVETTE Igm 

4 SPEED. 2 DOOR . 

*650 ^ 

1980 CHRYSLER 
NEWPORT 

4D *400 rCar 

j 1978 COUGAR 

2 DOOR LOADED 

*799 

1974 

RAMCHARGER 

*699 

1975 BUICK 

LeSABRE 

4 Dr., 350, Drive Away 

*199 

CORNER OF \ / 

WINTERBURN RD. (215 ST.) LL L 

AND STONY PLAIN RD. A - 

17-4888 

59-5444 

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 10-8 

Frl. & Sat. 10-6, 

Sun. 12-6 

J 4 ; 
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Native Culture 


Native Cultural Survival—A Necessity 



by Joseph M. Kirman 


Throughout history there have been many 
minority groups that have tried to survive in the 
midst of a majority culture. At best, these groups 
have a difficult time in trying to maintain their 
own culture. No matter how decent the minori¬ 
ties are, they can face contempt, physical abuse, 
ridicule, shame, and death at the hands of the 
majority. The history of the Native North Ameri¬ 
cans in the past 500 years reflects this sad fact. 
Often, friends of the Natives among the majority 
are outraged by their treatment and seek to help 
them. But they alone cannot reverse the nega¬ 
tive pressure of the majority culture on the 
Native culture. 

A majority culture can affect a minority cul¬ 
ture and perhaps even destroy the minority 
culture without the use of force. Because the 
majority is so big, it totally dominates the 
minority and assimilation begins to take its toll. 
Presently, a dangerous threat to Native culture 
is assimilation and loss of culture. For without 
Native culture, the Native people will cease to 
exist. Can anything be done about this? The 
answer is yes. An examination for some usable 
ideas can be made of other minority groups that 
have had some success surviving in a majority 
culture. 

There are many such groups having varying 
degrees of success, such as the Hutterites and 
Mennonites. But one group worthy of examina¬ 
tion is the Jews. They have a long history of 
thousands of years of living in alien majority 
cultures that have been indifferent to them at 
best, and violently destructive to them at worst. 
They also have many cultural parallels to Native 
Canadians. 

The Jewish people are less a religion than they 


are a religious culture. Their culture and relig¬ 
ion developed from and is based on tribalism. 
Similar to the Indian, the Jews have a tradi¬ 
tional tribal land and god. It is remarkable that 
Jews describe God very similar to the way that 
Indians describe the Creator. Unlike the Chris¬ 
tian clergy, the traditional Jewish Rabbis are 


not priests. Rather, like the tribal Elders, they 
are spiritual leaders and teachers of the culture 
and its values. And like the Elders, they also try i' 
to warn of the dangers that exist for their people. 
What can they share with Native people about 
cultural survival? 

Continued on Page 71 


May peace, goodwill and happiness follow you through 1992, fror, 


if 


FISHINS LAKE 
METIS 

SETTLEMENT 


General Delivery, Sputinaw P.O., Fishing Lake, AB TOA 3G0 



PENTICTON INDIAN 

BAND 

R.R. 32, Site 80, Comp 19, Penticton, B.C. V2A 6J7 

Merry Christmas and May the Great Spirit Grant Us Peace. 
Justice and equality in the New Vear 
from Chief Archie Jack, Councillors and Band Members 



Education is the Key 
To Our Future 
Seasons (greetings 
to tbe first Orations 
of Afberta 
from the 
Board of Trustees 
Native Education Advisory 
Council 

Administration and Staff 
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Native Cultural Survival Continued from Page 70 



The Jewish tribal laws are part of everyday 
ife, and are bound up with the religion. Al¬ 
though the majority of the Jews were forced out 
>f their land, they focussed on the Creator. 
Through religion and its practices, they main¬ 
tained their identity. Thus, the first element of 
iurvival is to emphasize spirituality. In 1924, 
Chief Thunderchild of the Cree Nation, while 
icknowledging respect for freedom of religion, 
imphasized traditional Indian spirituality for 
he Native person. 

Underlying all of the beliefs and practices of 
-he Jews was, and is, education of the youth in 
;he ways of their people. Education is usually 
'he first priority of most Jewish communities. 
This second survival element is education. The 
:ultural education of Native children must be 
bstered and supported as a priority right through 
ngh school, and, if possible, university. 

A third survival element is that of self-respect 
rud pride in identifying with one’s people. For 
Native culture, this means instilling pride in 
STative children. It is important for children to 
iear someone they respect say, “I’m proud that 
I’m Indian,” or “I’m proud to be Native.” 

A fourth survival element is the choice of a 
narriage partner. There is usually emphasis 
placed on Jewish children marrying among their 
>wn people. For cultural survival, this means to 
lelect a marriage partner with care. A husband 
>r wife who does not care about the traditions of 
Native people will have a negative influence on 
:hildren and may foster their assimilation. 

If the Jews have to interact with the majority 
rnlture, do they have a plan of action? The 
mswer for the traditional ones is yes. This 
lappened in the 19th century when Jews in 
Europe were permitted to live outside of ghettos. 
These ghettos were “reserves" for Jews and were 
iurrounded by walls with gates that were locked 

When the ghettos were abolished, some wanted 
o assimilate, while others claimed that they 
should minimize contact with the majority 
sulture. However, one Rabbi, S.R. Hirsh, be- 
ieved that they could survive by taking the best 


of the majority culture and bringing it to their 
own culture. This fifth survival element is to 
take what is best from the white culture without 
giving up Native culture. Let it be used to 
enhance the Native life-style. 

Some Jews have been badly affected by the 
majority culture’s negativeness toward them. 
Such people tend to put down their cultural and 
religious practices. They are dealt with by 
emphasizing cultural pride. But gentleness is 
needed. The object is get one’s people to return to 
the fold. For Native culture, the sixth survival 
element is that those who have developed shame 
and self-hatred for their own people and prac¬ 
tices because of the abuses of the white culture 
need a role model. Someone is needed who will 
speak up proudly and encourage their return, 
such as those Elders who make a point of visiting 
prisons to counsel Native inmates. 

The seventh and last survival element, a 


combination of all of the above, is that if one 
doesn’t make a determined effort to preserve 
and practice a culture it will disappear. If ever 
the slogan, “If you don’t use it, you’ll lose it,” 
applies to a situation, it certainly does to 
cultural survival. But, all of the above is no 
guarantee of success. Jewish people in North 
America still face a serious assimilation threat. 
However, without the above elements of cultural 
survival the problem would be far greater. Over 
the years perceptive Canadian Native leaders 
have discovered many of the above elements 
through their own experiences, and have repeat¬ 
edly sounded an alarm about assimilation. Their 
words are true, and they must be heeded. 

It is my hope that this information can be of 
help in preserving Native culture, and in 
strengthening its practice from one generation 
to another. Native culture is irreplaceable, and 
beautiful. Its loss would be a tragedy for all 
humanity. 


INUVIALUIT DEVELOPMENT^ 
CORPORATION 


‘Wishes you ail the 
best for the Season 


107 McKenzie Rd. 




Wishing you a Happy. Healthy and Peaceful Holiday Season 

POMPERS 

DR. D.G. KOT & DR. D. TWERDUN 
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Phone 352-2450 
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Canadian Native Friendship Centre Swinging 


Seasons Greetings to our'Brothers and Sisters 
across the [and 

May the Creator BCess and guide you this Christmas 
and in the year to come 


tfouse 



Chief: Pierre Settee 

Councillors: James E. Cariere 

Angus Sewap 
James Stewart 
Horace Greenleaf 


Phone: (306) 888-2226 or (306) 888-2152 



Edmonton’s Canadian Native Friendship 
Centre is a busy place these days. 

“Our membership is strong and growing,” says 
Val Kaufman, Community Relations Officer for 
the centre, located at 11016 - 127 street. 

The friendship centre’s main focus these days 
is on fund raising. “We really need to get into a 
bigger building, one with a gym and a kitchen,” 
says Kaufman. The centre has been crowded 
into its present location since being forced to 
leave its aging facility on 117th street and 102nd 
avenue a year ago. 

The new facility also needs to be on a main bus 
route, and be fairly close to the inner city. “We 
hope to get enough dollars together soon to move 
into one of the buildings we have been looking 
at,” says Kaufman. 

In the meantime, programs are carried on by 
renting nearby 
facilities such as 
schools and 
community halls. 

Kaufman has 
only been on staff 
at the centre for a 
couple of months 
but she is no 
stranger to friend¬ 
ship centres. “I 
have been a 
member or a 
volunteer all my 
life,” she laughs. Of 
Slavey descent. 


i f n 


originated from 
Fort Norman in the 
Northwest Terri- 




inity Relations Officer 
'e Friendship Centre 
—Photo Cathy Dean 


The centre runs 
numerous prog¬ 
rams throughout 
the week, and often hosts round dances and 
other special events on the weekends. “The focus 
is on our young people. We are really family 
oriented around here,” says Kaufman. 

A family swim can be enjoyed by members on 
Sundays at O’Leary Pool. Boxing is held three 
times a week at the Westmount Community 
High School. As well, adult co-ed volleyball is 
held every Tuesday and Thursday at the Ben 
Calf Robe school. 

“Especially popular this year are our Native 
awareness classes which cultural/educational 
director Georgina Donald leads on Monday 
nights here at the centre,” says Kaufman. There 
is lots of interest in Native programs and 
culture, she says, noting that over half the 
participants are non-Native. 

Other regular programs include weekly Alcohol 
Anonymous meetings, a women’s healing circle 
and Metis cultural dance classes. 

“A parent’s membership gets the kids in to any 


program in the centre. Quite 
a bargain, for three dollars,” 
she laughs. 

While core funding is 
obtained from the United- 
Way and the Secretary ol 
State, fund-raisingcontinues 
for programs as well as the 
new building project. “We 
are always selling raffle 
tickets and our bingos are 
really well attended,” says 
Kaufman, who co-ordinates 
the volunteers in addition to her regular duties. 

“We have some of the greatest volunteers, 
always there when we need them,” she says. 

The centre recently hosted the twelfth annual 
Rita Houle Memorial Awards Banquet. The 
celebration is held each November in memory of 
Rita Houle, a Native athlete who lost her life in 
1980 to cancer at the age of 20. Each year, twc 
Alberta athletes are chosen from numerous 
nominees as award winners and receive a 
trophy, a certificate and a cheque. 

“We are proud of all the participants, and oi 
Jeff Young and Keisha McMaster, this year’s 
winners,” says Kaufman. The banquet was held' 
on November 9 at the Saxony Hotel in Edmonton 
and featured well-known Native broadcaster 
Clayton Blood as master of ceremonies and 
former Rita Houle award winner Gayle 
Desmeules as guest speaker. 

For more information on the friendship centre, 
call 452-7811. 


May the Warm Winds of Heaven Blow Softly On Your House 
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PEIPLE 


Cournoyea Elected NWT Leader 


is elected government 

-j. The election elevates 

the 51-year-old Inuvialuit to the highest position held by 
an Aboriginal woman in Canadian politics. Cournoyea 
has a strong reputation for her practical and no-nonsense 
approach to both people and politics. As energy minister 
(a portfolio she has retained) she has worked hard to 
negotiate a settlement that will transfer industry control 
from Ottawa to the territories. She believes that 
employment is the key to independence and self-reliance 
for Aboriginal people. 

Cournoyea is no stranger to politics, having served 12 
years as member for Nunakput in the Mackenzie Delta. 
In the past, she has served as minister of health, energy, 
and public works. 

In her capacity as government leader, equivalent to 
that of premier, Cournoyea invited the 24 members of the 
assembly to assist her in choosing her cabinet. 18 of the 
24 members are of Aboriginal descent. 



Nellie Cournoyea 


First Woman Elected to 
AFN National Executive 


On October 25, Musqueam Chief Wendy Grant was elected as Regional Vice-Chief for 
British Columbia for the Assembly of First Nations. Grant becomes the first Native woman 
elected to the national executive of the AFN. She told the Chiefs at the First Nations Summit 
that at the national level, she will work toward unifying the First Nations of B.C. as a single 
voice, and at the provincial level, will work toward returning to traditional leadership styles. 


Snubbing of Native Veterans Draws Criticism 
From Ex-Supreme Court Justice 

The treatment of Native veterans on Remembrance 
Day has drawn criticism from Bertha Wilson, a former 
justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 

A media report indicates that Wilson told a convoca¬ 
tion at Concordia University in Montreal that “I believe 
that if anything was going to open our eyes to the 
glaring inconsistency of our insistence on human rights 
abroad while ignoring them at home, it must be that ul¬ 
timate insult to our Native peoples.” 

At Remembrance Day ceremonies at the National 
War Memorial in Ottawa, Native vets were not able to 
lay their wreath, commemorating Natives who died in 
wars, until after the official progam was completed. 
The National Indian Veterans Association had tried un¬ 
successfully to obtain official status at the ceremonies 
from the prime minister’s office and the Royal Cana¬ 
dian Legion. Approximately 30,000 Natives served in 
World Wars I and II. 



Bertha Wilson 




May Peace, Goodwill 
<S2 Happiness 
Follow you through 1992 

from Chief Don Cardinal, 
Councillors and Members 


ONION LAKE BAND 
Onion Lake, Saskatchewan 
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Free Estimates - Reasonable Rates 

Top Quality Collision, Rust & Fibreglass Repairs 
Insurance Claims Welcome I Afjl-IAAQ 
Small Cars to Large Trucks 


15015 -112 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 


Wishing you all the many joys of Christmas 


Vinyl lettering for 
• Plexiglass • Wood • Plastic • 

• Show cards • Windows and Vehicles 
• Jumbo custom greeting cards • 

• Portraits and Caricatures 
967-3202 

ONOWAY, AB. BOX 73, CALAHOO 


JFox ^Lake c Baqd_ 



Season’s greetings 
our tBrothers and Sisters 
across the land 


Fox Lake Band 

Chief, Councillors and Members 

Gillam, Manitoba ROB 0L0 

Phone: (204) 486-2463 Fax: (204) 486-2503 
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TRACING THE PATHS OF THE DAKOTA SIOUX 

The Dakota Sioux in Canada 


by Gontran Laviolette, OMI 
Front cover art by Colleen Cutschall 
Published by DLM Publications, 
Winnipeg, 305 pp. 

Review by A . E. Moody 


in light deer and beaver skin robes painted white 
and leggings embroidered with porcupine quills. 
They carried swords, arrows and shields.” 

The Dakota Sioux in Canada bulges with 
such excerpts from the records of the early 

“nr _, ,, — , explorers and fur traders: Radisson, Joliet and 

nationsasseinbled,theDako- tt He nnepin, LaVerendrye as well as 

P* pS' the American team" Lewis and Clarke, to name 

furtrader who attended a Feast of the Dead in ® 9™ ta ^ ons /^“thire t^f the reader 
1660, on Lake Courte-Oreille in Wisconsin. Horse Little Crow and others take the reader 
Radisson went on, “their faces painted in several £ ac t k to * he b “ es ^ hen they were sha P ing the 
colours, their heads shaven save for a tuft of hair .„ lo(tonMT 1Q11 1QSQ - 

adorned with coloured stones. They were dressed Author Gontran Laviolette OMI, 1911-1989 is 



Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and safe 


George B. Cuff & Associates Ltd. 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


> Organization Reviews • Management Training 
• General Counsel • Exeucltlve Recruitment 
• Compensation Studies 
• Training for non-profit boards 


May the Creator bless all our 
brothers and sisters across the land, 
during the holiday season and 
throughout 1992 
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spoke English, French and the Dakota Sioux 
languages fluently. 

An advocate for the Indians during the 40’s 
and 50’s he made presentations to the Federal 
Government on Indian rights and land claims; 
and in honor of his work, he was given a Dakota 
name — “Abdohoksidan-gin-ye,” meaning “he 
who carried on his shoulder a hunter’s bag.” 
Father Laviolette died before his book was 
finished and the work was completed by Monika 
Fiest and Bernice Fines. 

It succeeds in a thorough investigation of the 
Dakota Sioux and contains a mountain of well 
researched information from the 1600’s to the 
present day. Although laid out almost chrono¬ 
logically, the leap from the 1660’s to today is 
much too far and too fast. Perhaps the illness of 
Father Laviolette was a factor; perhaps the 
writers who finished the book could not pick up 
where he left off. At any rate, there is enough 
material for two or three books. 

The book begins with the culture, lifestyle and 
religion of the Dakotas before the white man 
came. Hunting, fishing, gathering of rice and 
trading with other tribes are mentioned. Mar¬ 
riage, birth, death and various dances are 
described and legends recounted. Life would 
have been idyllic if not for the fighting with the 
Hurons, Ojibwes and Foxes over the hunting 
areas and the stealing of horses and women. 

Because of his ability to speak the Dakota 
Sioux languages, the writer was able to plumb 
their oral history. A great account has been 
given of the 1862 Minnesota uprising. For 
instance, the strategy, attacks and 
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authority in this field. His first book — The 
Sioux Indians in Canada: A History of the 
Minnesota Dakotas was published in 1944. He 


THE 

DAKOTA SIOUX 
IN 

CANADA 



by Gontran Laviolette 


counter-attacks during the wars with the 
American army and cavalry; the deaths, the 
cruelty, the lies and the starvation that fol¬ 
lowed. The Dakota Sioux’s concerted efforts 
and determination, against all odds, to save 
their culture and lifestyle is clearly shown. 

The Custer battle is explained in detail. To 
quote the author, who is at all times compas¬ 
sionate toward the Indians: “Such were the 


Continued on page 75 
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Feather Power 


Elijah Harper brave Indian man 
inside white-pillared parliament 
spoke up 
heart pounding 

long hair shining 
proudly tied back 
behind his suit collar 
his only concession 

voice ot all the people 
talking as one 
holding an eagle feather 
instead ot the pen 
telling these men 
NO! NO MORE 
in the room where laws 
come down 

tainted bloody ink of all treaties 

trying to steal again 
this native land 

not asking, disdaining Indian opinion 

behind the closed doors 

of nation-wide TV 

Elijah! from Manitoba 

Manitou center office to 

Brian Mulroney cringing in his lair 

thinking “how could this crazy man dare 


TRACING THE PATHS OF THE DAKOTA 
SIOUX Continued from Page 74 


positions on June 24, 1876, the 
eve of the day the Tetons (a Da¬ 
kota tribe) annihilated Custer’s 
men an event wrongly called 
‘massacre,’ instead of Custer 
Battle, since the Tetons were 
fighting a just battle of 
self-defense against unjust ag- 

The Dakota Sioux crossed and 
recrossed the U.S.-Canadian 
border looking for peace, food 
and protection. Theirmovements 
and land patterns are well docu¬ 
mented. Reports on nine Dakota 
reserves situated in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta from 
earliest times until the present, 
have been honestly researched 
and included. The text finishes 
on a positive note defining the 
working and living conditions of 
the Dakota Sioux today. There is 
a strong movement toward 
self-government and land claims 
settlements. And the book speaks 


ing with government bureaucracy. This book is 
a must for anyone involved in Native studies and 
tops for understanding the Dakota Sioux. 
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they think native numbers are insufficient 
wiped out and whipped 
accepting and not questioning 
they'll be surprised to learn 
Indians live in the name of all animals, 
rocks and trees, rains and winds ot change 
moving with ease from one form to another 
when you cut down a pine 

you give life to a warrior warning you NO! NO MORE 

leaders juggling with nuclear fire 
respect and human dignity lost 
the warrior will let you live to see 
what was learned long ago 
nature is more powerful than all of you 
and men who decide others fates 
must face their own some day 
and with the harm you have thrown 
you, as invaders, will stand alone 
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May your Christmas he happy, 
and your 9t(ev) year prosperous and bright, % 

from | 
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and Councilors: 
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Gordon McKay Roxine Mancheese 
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BI?A!N TEAS EPS! 

After lazy holiday relaxing what better than some puzzles to tease your brain ai 
exercise your mind. The five-letter word which appears in the first box “LENDS” ci 
be transformed to the five-letter word FIXED in five easy steps. 
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■ is changed in each step to create a newfive-letter word, the other four . 
ain the same. With each step a different letter is changed until a 
new word is formed. Here is an example of a solved puzzle: 


mm ZODIAC SIGNS 

tL 

The Wolf (March 21 - April 19) —Wild and vicious 
or tame and friendly, the wolf is a leader. 

w 

The Elk (April 20 - May 20) — Strong, handsome and 
proud, elk people can bo aggressive if angered. 

k 

The Eagle (May 21 - June 20) — Idealistic and strong 
willed, the farsighted eagle must use his natural talents to 
work hard for rewards. 


The Salmon (June 21 - July 22) — Though adventurous, 
the salmon is home-loving. 

tr 

The Cougar (July 23 - August 22) — Cougars are proud, 
determined and loyal. 


The Owl (August 23 - September 22) — Owl people are 
naturally intelligent, and they should use their ability to 
put their thoughts in writing. 


The Dove (September 23 - October 23) — Though usually 
generous and peace loving, the dove should make an effort 
to be assertive. 

/ 

The Eel (October 24 - November 21) — Under their dark 
mysterious exterior, eel people are emotional creatures. 

* 

The Horse (November 22 - December 21) — Horse people 
are generous and kind, as well as inquisitive. 

* 

The Bear (December 22 - January 21) — Quiet and 
secretive, the bear is protective of home and family. 


The Magpie (January 22 - February 18) — Magpie 
people’s sociability and willingness to share will bring 
personal satisfaction. 

n 

\ _ 

The Whale (February 19 - March 20) — Good providers 
and generous with strangers. 


L 


F 

1 

1 

F | 

F 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

F 

E 


E 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

N 


N 

1 

1 

N 

N 

1 

1 

N 

1 

X 

D 


D 

1 

D 1 

E 

1 

E 

1 

E 

S 


S 

1 

•1 

s ! 

S 

1 

1 

D 

i 

i 

D 


i 


Now belov 
some puzzles for you 
to solve. Have fun and 
good luck with them. 
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The Advisory Councils and Staff of 
Improvement District 18 North 
Wish you all a Meny Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year 


May the Spirit of Christmas warm your home this 
holiday Season and continue throughout the 
coming year 
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May the Creator bless all our 
Brothers and Sisters at this Blessed time of Christmas. 
A prosperous, healthy New Year, from 

Chief Alfred Day, 

Council and Members 
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Wishing you a happy, 
healthy and safe holiday season 
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KIP'S CORRAL 



x £3^ 



Right: 

A A w Ryan Large 
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Willow Counselling Services held an art contest recently. 

The response was overwhelming as was the tremendous talent demonstrated 
in the contest entries. Winners were awarded in two age groups (over 12 years 
and 12 and under) and three geographical areas. 

A special thanks to Willow Counselling Services for sharing 
with us for our Kid’s Corral Page. 

Contest winners were: 

North-East Area: 

st place over 12 years, Conrad Gadwa, 





ler 12 years, Rayn Large, 


Edmonton/Central Area: 

1st place over 12 years, tied— 

Melody Brown, Ponoka, AB and Chrissie 
Broere, Sherwood Park, AB 
2nd place over 12 years, tied— 

Clarissa Paul, Glenevis, AB and John 
Peeququel, Clareview Rd., AB 
1 st place under 12 years, Wyatt Kootenay, 
Glenevis, AB 

2nd place under 12 years, 

Veronica Kootenay, Glenevis, AB 
West Central Region: 

1st place over 12 years, Gary Whitford, 
Sunchild/O'Chiese School 




sr 12 ye; 


Goodrunning, Sunchild/O'Chiese I 
2nd place under 12 years, Tricia k 
Sunchild/O'Chiese School 




May the Peace of the Season 
Fill Your Hearts and Your Homes, from 

'WiCtozo Counseling Services Inc. 


Assisting 
clients with: 

• personal problems 

• marital & family problems \ 

• depression & low self-esteem N 

• bereavement/grief therapy 



#217 - 80 CHIPPEWA ROAD 
SHERWOOD PARK, AB T8A 3Y1 
PHONE: 467-4646 FAX: 449-4411 
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SPORTS 


Native Boxers Excel 


by Jeff Morrow 

Alberta Native boxers won’t have to do their 
Rodney Dangerfield impressions any more, says 
Indian Nations Boxing coach Jim Gilio. They’re 
getting all the respect they deserve. And they’re 
doing it the old fashioned way too, he adds. 

Hobbema middleweight Ross Asson took home 
a silver medal from the national amateur 
championships in Quebec in November, making 
him the first member of an all-Native team to 
gain national championship status. 

Gilio says it won’t be long before Native teams 
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will dominate the circuit. 

“Boxing is starting to catch on in the Native 
community. The nationals are seeing skilled 
Native boxers, and they’re coming from Alberta,” 

Gilio, who coached team Alberta at the 
Jonquiere, Quebec finals November 14-16, says 
Alberta is proving to the rest of the nation that 
Native boxers are determined to top the 
contenders list someday. And that day may 
come sooner than amateur boxing analysts 
predict. 

“People are starting to see the talent. And they 
can’t help but be impressed,” he says. 

Asson, a relative newcomer to the game, lost a 
close, third-round decision to reigning champion 
Bob Boucher in the final bout. 

Gilio attributes much of the loss to Asson’s 
uncertainty and fear of the mammoth Quebec 
crowd. “He was awestruck, but that’s something 
we’ll have to work on. The fighters are always 
learning. And this is something they’ll have to 
learn more about.” 

When Hobbema-based Indian Nations was 
established five years ago, there wasn’t much 
enthusiasm in the circuit for Native fighters, 
Gilio admits. But now his boxing squad has 
grown to 22. And two ofhis fighters are national 
contenders including two-time 106-pound 
Canadian champion Marty Soosay. Soosay failed 
to pass his physical for the Quebec finals because 
of illness. 


What’s the force that drives a Native boxer? 
Gilio says it’s instinct. 

“They’re natural preditators. They know how 
to stalk an opponent,” he says. “They’re usually 
big-boned and strong, and always willing to 
commit themselves. You’re going to see a lot of 
them in the future.” 

But right now, Gilio says there still isn’t 
enough interest in Alberta and the rest of 
Canada to set up Native boxing clubs. 

Gilio, who is also a director for the Alberta 
Amateur Boxing Association, says he needs to 
convince more Alberta Indian bands to establish 
clubs on their reserves. He says there is an 
enormous amount of interest by Native athletes 
but often they don’t have anywhere to turn. 

“Albertais leading the way with skilledfighters, 
but we need more participation,” he maintains. 

There are other talented Native boxers in 
Alberta, but Gilio insists that Natives need to 
train and be recognized among their own. “It 
gives them a greater sense of pride.” 

The director of competition for the Alberta 
Amateur Boxing Association agrees. 

Len Aronsson says his organization is on the 
lookout for reserve-based teams to work with. 
“It would be nice to get more bands on side. It’s 
a way to enhance competition and it is a way to 
give the kids something to shoot for,” he says. 
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Adults vs Kids or Simply Racism 


Submitted by the Sandy Bay Band Office 
“Why am I not allowed to play hockey?” asks 
eight-year-old Dion of Sandy Bay. “Is it because 
I am an Indian boy?” 

Barry Smith of the Manitoba Amateur Hockey 
Association (MAHA), Central Plains Region, 


uling of games. The “too late” reason is not a valid 
one for the Sandy Bay official. Cecil Desjarlais 
states that the parents of Sandy Bay support the 
minor hockey program, as a matter of fact they 
sent over ten kids to summer hockey schools in 
Portage and Brandon. 

It is also the general opinion that the petty 



advised Cecil Desjarlais, Sandy Bay Minor 
Hockey Association, that Terry Rudge, presi¬ 
dent of the Inter Ridge league, was not accepting 
any more teams, and that the Mountain league 
president, Roland Marohn said it was too late in 
the season for another team to join. The 
situation with the kids in Sandy Bay started 
with the suspension of the Central Plains Minor 
Hockey League. This fact was not known to 
Sandy Bay or the MAHA until mid-November. 
The cause of the league’s suspension remains 
questionable. 

Sandy Bay has an arena but is without 
artificial ice, consequently the question of hockey 
comes up at about freezing time. In previous 
years arrangements were made to accommodate 
communities without artificial ice in the sched- 


'Wishing you a happy holiday season and a 
bright, prosperous and healthy new year 
fwm 
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problems of Central Plains League should have 
been resolved internally. It is the feeling that 
there should have been no court involvement nor 
was suspension warranted. 

“Minor hockey is slowly disappearing in many 
rural communities,” observed Cecil Desjarlais. 
He felt that there should be greater co-operation 
between the communities. “When it involves 
children, mileage cost should not be a deterrent,” 
he continued. He mentioned that adults seem to 
be a greater problem. He stated that there are 
hotheads, and those who relish in a multitude of 
minor criticisms. He recommends that minor 
hockey officials take a stronger stand and action 
against spectators who swear or employ racial 
slurs against the kids. It should be noted that it 
is one thing to encourage the kids, but it is quite 


Wishing You a Joyful Holiday Season 
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another to mean-mouth them. Desjarlais makes 
the point that fair play and good sportsmanship 
should take precedence when the kids are in¬ 
volved. 

“The love of sports should unite us,” he contin¬ 
ued, “Like the love of dancing does among our 
square dancers where the youngsters are more 
than happy to help one another even in compe¬ 
tition. Love of music, dancing or sports, we 
should encourage and support our kids in the 
most positive manner to develop good charac¬ 
ter. Our kids in Sandy Bay are proud of their 
Native heritage - they believe in fairness as 
taught to them by the Elders. Let us, as adults 
not teach them something different. Our chil¬ 
dren, the kids of Central Plains are our national 
pride. Let us not destroy it at the roots.” 


‘Wishing Tou a Sappy and 8af. holiday Soason 
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Blackrobe: Everything's Authentic Except the Natives 


Reviewed by Peter Cole 


Blackrobe is a visually rich film about a 17th 
century French ascetic, Father Laforgue, who 
wants to enter the select company of Catholic 
saints and decides to accomplish this by immi¬ 
grating to New France and converting the 
Indigenous people, whom he calls “these poor 
barbarians,” to Christianity. Laforgue’s prob¬ 
lem is that his mind is not pure and his motives 
are cloudy. He lusts after Annuka, a beautiful 
Asian-Algonquin woman who is the lover of 
Laforgue’s sometime apprentice, Daniel, as well 
as the daughter of the mission’s guide, German- 
Canadian Algonquin chief, Chomina. It is only 
after he had baptized large numbers of Native 
people that the Father realizes he is not pure 
enough of heart or spirit to have made the sign 
of the cross in spit on the foreheads of so many 
trusting grease-painted savages. 

I do not know how faithfully Beresford renders 
the habits and mores of the imported French 
clergy, but his New World Aborigines are staring 
out of some Mad Max/Rugby Australian Rules/ 
Blade Runner masquerade party. And they 
almost got in some dwarf tossing. 
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How a white man from a country on the other 
side of the world, where they treat their own 
Aboriginal people like unwanted illegal immi¬ 
grants, can imagine he had the right to come into 
my country and portray my people as disjointed 
caricatures is difficult to fathom and impossible 
to graciously or ethically swallow. Like stale 
communion toast. Or the savior’s blood gone to 


A 'Blessed Christmas and 
A Mappy and (Peaceful year 
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vinegar. 

Almost everything in the film has a look of 
authenticity about it except the Native people: 
the way they look, the way they act, the way they 
speak. They’re leftovers from some Sam Goldwyn 
production shot before Indians were people, 
before it was considered appropriate for Native 
people to portray themselves. Some of the people 
who are signed up as Natives must have been in 
town for the post-production of a new-wave 
gung-fu movie and took in the Black Robe 
casting call on a dare. Raoul Trujillo as Kiotsea- 
ton could be a truant from an ESL class. So could 
Harrison Liu who plays Awondoie, one of the 
Algonquin men. And Lawrence Bayne as Nee- 
hatin is stretching credulity. But having Yan 
Labelle as the perverse little medicine man is in 
keeping with the mis-casting of fringe-Native 
people. You might as well have used R2D2. And 
where Linlyn Lue as She Manitou came from or 
went to is a question whose answer might not 
benefit or interest anyone but her. Why didn’t 
Beresford cast Native people? No Native acting 
talent around? Or the old story of cultural 
appropriation? 

An exception in the acting department is 
Tantoo Cardinal, who is becoming increasingly 
competent and genuine as an actor playing a 


character and as an actor who allows her own 
humanity to seep through the screen fiction to 
touch the audience. She allows her character to 
speak without her assuming an affectation or 
other unnatural style of delivery. Billy Two 
Rivers obviously picked up a lot of acting 
technique from the ring where he wrestled 
professionally for twenty years. Considering the 
kind of Indians the director seems to have been 
looking for, Two Rivers’ acting fit into Beresford’s 
expectations. As a well-travelled spokesperson 
for the Kahnawake band, he is, no doubt, 
capable of a much stronger delivery in terms of 
eloquence and authenticity. 

Black Robe does not bother to take into 
account the Native perspective. It is written, 
filmed, and produced from the point of view of j 
the Jesuit missionaries. The virtues of Christi¬ 
anity and civilization are extolled. The primi¬ 
tiveness of the manners, customs, and attitudes j 
of Native people are emphasized and misrepre¬ 
sented. Our ceremonies are decontextualized ! 
and made to appear as meaningless gesture and 
decoration. As social beings, we are shown to be j 
brutal and rude. We do not control our wind. We j 
lack self-control. We are unmannered beasts. 

What I really resent about this film, besides its 
pretense of portraying a Native point of view, is 
its misappropriate portrayal of that point of 
view. Our people were shown to be brutal and 
violent. We attack women and children first - 
the unarmed, the vulnerable. We make a spec¬ 
tacle of our ruthlessness. Chop, hack, slash, 
stroke. Some soundtrack.When presented with j 
the opportunity, we act first and reflect when the j 
blood is still and the breath of violence quieted, j 

The tortures exacted by Native people in 
Black Robe are crude and malicious. Like most 
tortures, I guess. But the delight our on-screen 
ancestors get from watching other human beings 
suffer is humiliating. Their laughter and mock¬ 
ery are derisive, juvenile, and denigrating. How 
about some parallel montage showing the prac¬ 
tices of the Spanish Inquisition at this time. 
Torture is used here in order to heighten . 
dramatic tension, to introduce an element of 
intrigue. Suspense. It doesn’t work. All that hap¬ 
pens is the audience becomes repulsed and 
hopes that not too many body parts are excised 
or unusual practices engendered. 

Is it irony or a slap in the face that the company 
of four which finally survives the Iroquois im¬ 
prisonment and torture consists of non-Native 
actors? I’m surprised James Bond or John 
Wayne didn’t suddenly appear to bring down the 
Iroquois look-out during the escape from the 
Iroquois village. How a pretend-Native is al¬ 
lowed to rescue/seize the day may be a sign of In- , 
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-the cinematic world. But 

that what Indian people are good at— 
stealth and ambush? Guerilla tactics. 

To be fair to Sch- 




aware humanity, and 
acts like a father, hus¬ 
band, andguide. Like 
many of the other 
people portraying 
Native people, he 
often allows his voice 
to come out forced 
and unnatural. A 
vocal coach could 
have helped, but 
might have been 
overruled by Ber- 
esford or whoever’s 
ion these grunt¬ 
ing Algonquians is. 

Daniel’s character 
s appropriately ju¬ 
venile and half-wit¬ 
ted, and as such, is 
faithfully played. 

Aden Young, in this 
role, is fresh-faced, 

red. How a white 
character and actor 
in a supporting role, 
who is allowed to 
st^nd up for Native 
spirituality against 
the Catholic Church, 
got in to. the 
script is a mystery. 

'They share every¬ 
thing, without ques¬ 
tion.” Hear, hear. 

Daniel knows. 

Annuka is beauti- 
ul and vacant. She is 
m Asian accultura- 
of Nativeness, a 
ns-Beringial 
tringing together of the East and the West. She 
s a model, a visual event, caressed by her 
aithful camera. There’s potential. 

Lothaire Bluteau, as Laforgue, is inconven- 
ently oblique. He does not regard the camera, 
ixcept with a sometimes voyeuristic gaze. He 
loes not directly address anybody except him- 


/fferrp Christmus ondHappp Niu 

Cal's Sports 

* GUNSMITHING 

* SPORTING GOODS 

* AG. & CATERPILLAR 
HYDRAULIC SERVICE 

* HONDA & HUSQVARNA 
POWER EQUIPMENT 

* SALES & SERVICE 

* RENTALS 

524-3616 

24 HOURS 

5213 50 AVE. ( VALLEYVIEW 


self. Bluteau’s character is weak in such a way 
that all of his words have a hollow ring. As if his 
voice were bouncing off a rock. 

The film is strong visually, at the same time, 
panoramic and sombre. Like a dirge waiting to 
become a national event. Like “Oh Canada” at 
half speed. Dickens would have identified with it 
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visually. Many creative camera techniques. 
Interesting parallel montages: cathedrals of 
trees, shared dreams, voyages. Some very nice 
editing. But the really good editing is done in 
clumps and then we get stuck with the story 
again and the acting. The colors are rich. The 
authentic look of the properties and sets is nice. 
Some problems with the mock epic nature of this 
film include: the characters are not strong, the 
story is not whole, and the dialogue does not lend 
itself to reflection or heroic gesture. The film 
would have to be at least an hour longer for this 
to have an epicness about it - and also the whole 
script would have to change. The music and the 
tableaux lend themselves to grandness. But the 
occasional grandness dwarfs everything else, 
shows it in a uncompromising light. Or dark- 

The flashbacks work in that they take us away 
form the dreary narrative, the drudgery and the 
gloom. The despair. The flashbacks give us some 
insight into Laforgue’s’character, why he acts 
the way he does, why he thinks as he does. The 
dream sequences are quite powerful. They spirit 
us away form the mundane and bring us into the 
world of the imagination, the world of meaning¬ 
ful coincidence. Chomina’s visions give him a 
humanity, a vulnerability which we do not 
otherwise see. They give us a better feeling for 
his spiritual dimension than his actions and his 
words do. The dream and vision scenes appear as 
though they are inserted into the film as after¬ 
thoughts, incised elements of Native spirituality 
and Christian remembrance. At this level, a 
connection between the European and Aborigi¬ 
nal sensibilities comes close to happening. A 
crossroads where cultural meaning and under¬ 
standing almost come together. Despite every- 

Maybe the casting director should have had all 
the white characters played by Native actors 
and all the Native characters played by non¬ 
native actors. It might have made the director 
look at what he had created. A story of mis/ex/ap/ 
propriation of cultural and historical voice and 
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Production Company Seeking Creative Young People 


Why Not Productions Inc. is launching a 
national talent search for a new CBC television 
series which will examine Canada through the 
eyes of youth. Road Movies is a half—hour series 
which begins production in the summer of 1992. 
It will feature the stories of eight videographers 
who will wend their way around this vast 
country sharing what they see. 

“We want people who are adventuresome, 
inquisitive, creative, original and above all, love 
to tell stories,” states Barbara Barde, president 
of Why Not Productions Inc. and the executive 
producer of Road Movies. “We also want the 
videographers to reflect the various cultures and 
regions of Canada.” Road Movies will examine 
the country from the point of view of bright, 
highly creative young people between the ages of 
18 and 25. 

The videographers will be trained in the use of 
camcorders, then—armed with the latest in 
video technology—they will be one-person crews, 
sending in their stories each week to production 
headquarters at CBC Television in Ottawa. The 
segments will then be packaged with a studio 
component, hosted by a leading Canadian media 
personality. 

Barde feels that forany young person interested 
in the media, this is an opportunity of a lifetime. 
“Just imagine being able to travel around the 
country, telling and uncovering fascinating 
stories and having them broadcast on national 
television. It’s a dream come true.” 

Six regional juries across the country will 
choose approximately 24 finalists by February, 
1992. The finalists will be asked to produce two 
original stories and be interviewed by a national 


jury in Ottawa. The successful candidates will 
be announced in late March, 1992. 

Applications are available at reception areas 
at the CBC and National Film Board offices 
across the country and Why Not Productions 
Inc. in Toronto. The deadline for applications is 
January 6, 1992. 

Why Not Productions Inc. is a Canadian 
independent film and television production 
company, based in Toronto, with a truly 
international focus. President Barbara Barde 
has produced and directed over 250 television 
programs, including 16 major series, in locations 
all over the world. 


Why Not Productions’ most recent projects 
include: To Heal The Spirit, a one-hour special 
on the importance of spirituality for Native’ 
women in prison; It’s Our Future , a one—hour 
pilot on the relationship between the 
environment and the economy in Canada; Haida 
Gwaii/The Queen Charlottes:Islands in the Web 
of Life, an award-winning special about a 
tug-of-war between resource development and 
environmental management; Cambodia-The 
Struggle for Peace, a one-hour special about a 
nation’s ongoing quest for peace. 
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A CBC Television Production 
Executive: Producer Bernard 
ukerman 

Director: Francis Mankiewicz 
Writer: Suzette Couture 

Review by Peter Cole 

Twenty years ago a youngNative 
woman, Helen Betty Osborne, was 
dragged into a car in which four 
drunk white males held her against 
her will. She was sexually as¬ 
saulted and brutally murdered. 

Yes, it happened in Canada. Not 
Chicago. Not Los Angeles. Mani¬ 
toba, Canada. An incomplete in¬ 
vestigation was undertaken by the 
RCMP and the case was dropped 
due to lack of incriminating evi¬ 
dence against any of the four men. 

The brutality of the murder indicates that the 
person or persons who killed her wanted to 
mutilate her and make her an example to other 
Indian women who refused to be raped by white 

Many The Pas townspeople knew the circum¬ 
stances of the murder and the identities of the 
killers. Many Native and non-Native people 
believe that because the victim hadbeenayoung 
Indian woman, the case was not investigated as 
thoroughly as if she had been non-Native. 
Racism put a fence around the killers as it had 
constructed one around Helen Betty Osborne’s 
fate. 

As time passed, fractures began to appear in 
murder suspect, Lee Colgan’s conscience and he 
became an alcoholic and drug addict, haunted by 
science for his part in the murder of the 
innocent young Native woman. His alcoholism 
contributed to his marriage breakdown which 
further contributed to his dysfunctioning. 

Colgan’s guilt was the guilt of everyone in town 
who knew of the circumstances of the murder 
that November night in 1971. Everyone who 
kept silent contributed incrementally to the 
injustice of the Canadian court system toward 
Native people. Everyone who chose to not come 
forward, chose to let Betty Osborne’s killer or 
killers go free. 

Court sheriff Gerald Wilson came forward in 


1986 with a confession which Lee Colgan had 
made to him in 1977 while the two were drinking 
at the local Legion Hall about his part in the 
murder of Miss Osborne. One of the 27 Crown 
witnesses called in 1987, Andrea Wiwcharuk, 
had earlier replied to a local newspaper ad solic¬ 
iting information in the case. Colgan, for his 
testimony against the two accused, was given 
unconditional and full immunity from future 
prosecution with regard to this case. 

Dwayne Archie Johnston, now serving a 
10-year sentence in Prince Albert Penitentiary 
for the second-degree murder of Helen Betty 
Osborne is eligible for parole in 1996, and the 
case is considered to be closed. The case for 
injustice is never closed, just as it is rarely open. 

Conspiracy of Silence brings the crime 
against Helen Betty Osborne to the public 
notice. It presents her case as an instance of 
injustice towardNative people, ofviolence against 
women, of the abuses of power. It provides a 
vehicle for the propulsion of overt action in the 
courts of justice in Canada for people with little 
political or economic power. 

The film tries to dramatically capture the story 
of Helen Betty Osborne, but just manages to tell 
the story of Lee Colgan caught in his own 
diseased mind as a microcosm of The Pas, 
Manitoba, as a dysfunctional community, as a 
microcosm of the attitude of whites toward 
Native people in Canada — and the 


We, as Native people, have our own guilts, our 
own internal conflicts, our own lived lies. We are 
also caught in webs and nets of our own design 
and construction as well as those of others. But 
this film is about the victimization of our women 
by non-Natives. It could as easily be about our 
own internal struggles, our own violent actions 
and attitudes. Our own skeletons. But it is not. 
The pattern is the same. Just the colour is 
different. And the words. 

Though Mankiewicz employs much creative 
camera movement and editing techniques and 
parallel structuring, and beautiful tableaux 
which at times are con/sub/textually appropri¬ 
ate, his story and its visualization are less about 
victims than about perpetrators. A television 
movie is not the best medium for telling the 
story of Native people or the relations between 
Natives and non-Natives. The structuraliza- 
tion necessary to fitcommercials in is unbalanc¬ 
ing, and transitions and continuity are concate¬ 
nated into an unnatural flow of events. This 
kind of story has to be told before a large public 
audience, preferably a live one, not somewhere 
you can get up every five minutes or seven 

Continued on Page 84 
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minutes and get something from the fridge or 
switch to one of forty or a hundred alternative 
channels. And there should be darkness all 
around so that each audience member is alone in 
her/his own mind and conscience. That is where 
we have to be to make our individual decisions. 
The public decisions can find a different arena 
using a different medium and/or articulation. 

Guilt must be shared to be expunged, and the 
self subsequently purified. If you think you can 
get rid of the guilt of your past by yourself, within 
yourself, your guilt and your dealings with it are 
probably fictional, imaginary. You will only be 
imagining that you are heal/ed/ing. Guilt is a 
contract between self and society. I see Conspir¬ 
acy of Silence as a contract between the 
audience and the screen, the audience and film 
maker, the audience and their own values. The 
film can function as a medium through which 
the individual spectator can get in touch with hj 
er/is own feelings and thoughts. The value of the 
medium of television is the size of the audience 
which can be reached with an important mes¬ 


sage. Whether or not people will be impacted by 
this film or will even choose to watch it is another 
variable which will determine the film’s impact. 

A film about the story of Helen Betty Osborne 
needs strong actors, powerful symbols, and sen¬ 
sitive editing. A good script would help. This one, 
I feel, didn’t pay enough attention to Helen Betty 
Osborne, the individual — rather it focussed 
more on Native woman as victim, Native people 
as victims. I feel that it is easier to empathize 
with individuals than with symbols or generali¬ 
zations or even groups. At least Conspiracy of 
Silence gets the injustices of this country 
toward its Native people before the public’s view 
and scrutiny. 

What we need to do now as Native people is to 
reappropriate our own voices from the dis¬ 
courses of the mainstream. We have to put and 
push forward our own versions of our stories. 
There is no shortage of material, no lack of 
vision, no need for seeking the authority to 
speak. There is talent and there is Studio I. Let’s 
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Character Should Have Been a Person First 




the beginning of Part I and near the end of Part 
II show us a vulnerable human being acted upon 
by violent forces. We see this innocent woman 
being violently attacked. We see her try to 
defend herself against almost impossible odds. 

We see the results of her attempt to escape this 
violation of her freedom and personal bounda¬ 
ries. The camera could have been more sensitive 
toward her as a person, rather than centering on 
the movement and action of the violence. It 
shouldn’t matter who is being attacked. The fact 
that violence is being enacted upon someone is 
what matters. But it does make a difference. As 
a spectator, I want to see victims and perpetra¬ 
tors of violence as people, not just as faceless 
statistics. 

The actual events which take place in the 
backseat of the car could have been filmed with 
greater attention to the dilemma of Helen Betty 
Osborne and edited so we could see the violators 


When a film is made for television, the com- 
nercial appeal is taken into consideration first. 
Television is business. For the CBC, which has 
jurchased the option/right to air Conspiracy of 
Silence, its fiduciary obligation to the public is 
msiness. Publicity and public accountability 
are part of the foundation, part of the make-up 
>f the public perception of government agencies 
md corporations which use public funds to 
mrchase and broadcast programming such as 
he Canadian Broadcasting Corporation does. 
What is taken into consideration besides the 
narketing and promotion of the movie, is its 
ictual structure as a part of the social text of 
ociety if that movie purports to be a dramatiza- 
ion of a perceived historical event, such as the 
nurder of Helen Betty Osborne and the subse- 
uent cover-up. 

Conspiracy of Silence, like most television 
novies, though constructed as a whole story, is 
dso dramatically constructed to allow for com- 
nercials every seven minutes. You get to a point 
f focus/dramatic action in the throughline of the 
lm, something compelling, and you then visu- 
dly fade out, or fade in music and cut to a 
imercial. Twelve minutes of commercial time 
hour. These processed scenes are like the 
nits of action of early radio drama serials or the 






material Dickens wrote for the British papers 
over a hundred years ago. Life does not work like 
this — you don’t have these conveniently-timed 
patterns. We all follow templates in our lives, 
but they are subtler or else they’re less compel¬ 
ling than those fictional ones which immediately 
precede television commercials. 

This version of the Helen Betty Osborne story 
is a fictionalization, something which television 
producers would call a factualized variant. It is 
about actors playing characters, about charac¬ 
ters representing people. There is a basic com¬ 
munity of facts being worked with and a formu- 
laically arrived at series of angles from which 
these ‘facts’ are being viewed. In order to write a 
television script, you have to restrict yourself to 
a very limited number of points of view both 
narratively and artistically. Otherwise you al¬ 
ienate your audience and/or confuse them and/ 
or overwhelm them. 

Helen Betty Osborne, as depicted here — that 
is, Helen Betty Osborne, the character — is a 
young woman of no particular appeal or 
non-appeal for most of the film. She is a focal 
point, someone/where for a narrative to cluster 
around. Certainly, there are moments between 
her and her mother which are very tender. The 
partially-sutured shots of her being abducted at 


May the peace, joy and love of this 
Christmas season be with you throughout 
the coming year 


Bishop Elect John Clarke 
The Anglican Diocese of Athabasca 


.Comfortable 
Quality Clothing 

• Co-ordinating colours, 
prints & style 

•50/50 poly/cotton fabric 
drapes & layers beautifully 

• Personalize your outfit with 
colour splashes 

• Plus-size fashions available. 


% P.R. Laser Ltd. \ 

§ COMPUTER SERVICES DIVISION >1 

| phone: 328-5543 fax: 328-5414 1 

3j|r- • Authorized NEC Dealers 

a n • Consulting Services 

® • Networking Options 

A* • Computer Software 1 

• Custom Database Program \ 

• Services for People with Special Needs 


May the Creator Guide Your Footsteps 
in Pathways of Peace 
this Christmas and in the Year to Come 

Chief George St. Germain 
and Band Councillors 

Chippewas 
of Rama 
Indian Band 

Rama Road Post Office, 

Rama, Ontario LOK 1T0 
Telephone: (705) 325-3611 


Ji RONSUNDT 

JSfrt PLUMBING, heating 
& GASFITTING LTD 

BACKHOE WORK -TRENCHING 
SEPTIC TANKS - PRESSURE SYSTEMS 
GAS UNES , 

FARM INSTALLATIONS Happy Christmas! 

HOT WATER HEATING 70c 0O/10 

WATER CONDITIONERS f 40-00^0 

FAX LINE 726-4007 RES. 726-3808 

BOX 90, ASHMONT 
MOBILE (CHARGE MAY APPLY) 
ASHMONTH1-554-1151, XJ5-6958 











































December, 1991 Alberta Native News 


Person First 
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and the victim as people as well as conflicting 
elements within society. The camera shots in the 
back of the car are confusing and do little to 
enhance anyone’s feeling for any of the charac¬ 
ters as individuals. As a man, as a male, as a 
brother, son, friend, as a person who has female 
friends and acquaintances and family members, 
I would have felt more compassion for Betty 
Osborne if I had seen her first as a person and not 
as a victim of four violent drunken males looking 
for easy sex, looking for someone to overpower. 
Looking for a victim. 

I feel that it is important that universal themes 
be individualized. This allows the audience ' 
experience strong emotions regarding people 
individuals, as victims of superior forces. For 
me, the film is not about Helen Betty Osborne, 
but about guilt. It is about how the men involved 
in the crime deal with their consciences, how 
they and their friends and acquaintances feel 
about human dignity and the right to life and 
freedom, and about how stereotypes are conven¬ 
ient ways of scapegoating disempowered mem¬ 
bers of society. 

Betty Osborne is more of a deconstruction, an 
individual created obliquely through generali¬ 
zation than she is a construction, someone who 
is composed of separatable traits and a unique 
spirit. The Betty of Conspiracy of Silence is a 
character who is absent for almost the entirety of 
the film. Even when she is on screen, she is seen 
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SAY.JM Best wishes 
to all 

Canada's first Rations 
from the Parishioners 
and Oblate Missionaries in 
the Catholic Communities of 
Lac La Piche and area 



as a potential or actual victim. All of the 
tenderest moments in the film refer to a Helen 
Betty Osborne whom we do not ever meet except 
in that moving farewell scene with her mother— 
and by that time we know that this is the last 
parting. We possess information, in retrospect, 
which is unavailable to Betty’s mother in that 
flashback scene. We are burdened with the 
secret knowledge we have of Betty’s fate and we 
wish we could share it with her mother, but we 
are separated from her by fictional spaces and 
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The emotional impact we get from Betty when 
she is not on screen is often very strong. When 
her room is inspected a few days after her 
murder, the RCMP officer's gaze falls on the 
contents of her notebook, her photos, her few 
possessions, and on his own reflection in a small 
mirror as he looks at himself looking. He plays 
the 45 record ...you and me and a dog named 
Boo...’ briefly. This short quiet scene triggers 
strong feelings about Betty Osborne, the person. 

Another very powerful scene involving Betty 


indirectly is when Officer Przyhylski begins 
look through Betty’s filebox. The slow zoom-L 
together with the soundtrack and the voice— ove 
narration produce an intensely emotional fee 
ing. And we see two more pictures of Betty, th 
victim. As audience members, we have see 
these pictures and we know what happened. W 
are like the critical awareness, the knowin 
spirit which perches by the ear of the drear 
seeker. We cannot tell, at least not to a fiction; 
entity like the officer, but we know. We canni 
cross the conceptual space between fiction an 
reality and enter into the process of the film, bi 
we can emotionally respond to the officer’s ow 
empathetic response to the murder of Bett 
Osborne and the ensuing cover-up. 

The flashback scene of the abduction creates 
very strong emotional impact on the viewer ; 
Colgan tells the court what happened that nigh 
The camera angles used here are different froi 
those of the earlier scene. We have seen Hele 
Betty Osborne, the person. We have met th 
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victim in a personal way, after the fact, after the 
murder, after her victimization. And now that 
Colgan is making a public confession of his part 
in the murder, we can feel his sense of relief/ 
release as he clears his conscience of his version 
of the story. The director’s idea here seems to be 
to motivate us to empathize with Colgan as a 
victim of peer pressure, of his own unwillingness 
to act when it is important/necessary to act. 
What did he think Johnston was going to do with 
the screwdriver? He certainly wasn’t going to fix 
anything. 

Betty’s mother 
is much more of 
a character in 
this film than 
Betty, even 
though she has 
very few lines, 
none of them in 
English. Mrs. 

Osborne speaks 
through her 
emotional re¬ 
sponses. Her 
eyes, her facial 
expressions, her 
body language, 
her tears, and 
her silence ar¬ 
ticulate far be¬ 
yond what 
words could say 
or emote. Be¬ 
cause of the way 
in which the film 
is constructed, 

Betty Osborne is 
shown princi¬ 
pally during 
moments of 
• great distress. 

We hear her 
screams of pro¬ 
test and defi¬ 
ance, with some 
pleading in¬ 
serted. Her 
character is por¬ 
trayed as being 
neither strong 
nor weak — it is 
simply a charac¬ 
ter trapped 
within a certain filmed context: abduction, viola¬ 
tion, extinguishment. Much as Native destiny is 
portrayed in the larger social context. The last 
words mother and daughter share before Betty 
goes off to school are a mutual ‘I love you.” As 
spectators, we know that this is their last shared 
mortal gaze, the last time they will hold one 
another. Very sad. Very moving. And so late in 
the film. 

Lee Colgan is portrayed as an overly—indulged 
and indulgent, middle—class, irresponsible son, 
a boy who grows into a complex of guilt manifes¬ 
tations and oral fixations. Colgan is the voice of 
prejudice. Whether he feels his prejudice or 
believes it is not the point—he demonstrates his 
attitude toward Native people, toward Native 
women. His actions or inactions contributed to 
the death of Helen Betty Osborne. One feels it is 


himself whom he most hates. He seems, in the 
end, to invite punishment, to need it. At least, he 
needs to confess publicly the remainder of the 
story, suture together the flashbacks that haunt 
him. We do not really know what his part in the 
story is. We have the film version, the newspa¬ 
per version, and the book version. How many 
other versions are there? How many Lee Col- 
gans? Which voice do we listen to? 

The director presents Colgan as a victim as 
well, a victim of an overly-indulgent mother, 
and a father who is dominated by his wife, who 
in turn is dominated by young Colgan. Lee 
Colgan is pre¬ 
anted t 
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powered people, are not acceptable marketplace 
currency with a recognizable exchange rate. 
People fluctuate too much to be valued as liquid 
assets. A signature, now that is something you 
can bank on. The courts exist to ensure that 
those with power maintain power, that those 
with power convince the great mass o£ people 
that justice is the same for all under the eyes and 
the beneficent, disinterested gaze of the legal 
system. 



It’s almost as though he is more willing to look at 
reality in retrospect than while it is happening. 
He seems to need that gestation time in order to 
allow him to process his thoughts and emotions. 
By then it is too late. For him. For Betty. For 


given a lot of 
medium dis¬ 
tance and 
close-up time 
in front of the 
camera in 
which he has 
ample oppor¬ 
tunity to look 
concerned, 
remorseful, 
internally 
torn, morally 
confused, and 
self-condemn¬ 
atory. There is 

moment when 
he kisses his 

their car. She 
says to him 
“Our love will 
heal the past.” 


11 years. During this transition,__ 

think about Lee’s actions toward Betty Osborne 
in a different family car at a different time. 

A lot of Lee Colgan’s important scenes are 
staged inside or around or in the context of a car. 
The car as vehicle which contains and removes 
andeventu ally brings the occupants home again. 
Usually. While the car can be a symbol of free¬ 
dom, it can also be one of dependence. It can 
restrain. It can be a refuge or a prison. Like most 
major consumer expenditure items, the car is 
also seen as an important personal possession. It 
represents a private frame of reference, a direc¬ 
tion and a momentum whose boundaries and 
path should not be infarcted upon. In Canadian 
society, crimes against personal property are 
more severely punished than crimes against 
people. That is because people, especially disem- 
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